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Peer Mediators and Play Leaders 
 
A big well done to our new Year 6 Peer Mediators and Play Leaders in Year 5 and 
6. The children have worked incredibly hard in preparation to take on these key 
roles in our school. They have been challenged with helping everyone to play      
together with love and kindness and to encourage all children to be good friends. 
Jesus teaches us the value and importance of being there for each other and this 
is the example that we want our older pupils to set for the whole school. My 
thanks to Mrs Gallagher for her hard work with the children and for                  
co-ordinating the programme.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thinking of Miss McGuigan 
 
We are remembering Miss McGuigan next week on the first anniversary of her death, the 
8th October.  All Parents, Governors and Staff (both past and current) are welcome to join 
us for a special Key Stage Two Assembly where we remember her and the wonderful things 
that she did for our pupils and our school. This will take place on Friday 7th October at 
2.30pm in the church.  
 

 
 
Mental Health Week  
 
Next week will be having a special focus on promoting good 
Mental Health and wellbeing and on Friday we are going to 
have a Wear It Yellow day in support of the Young Minds   
Charity. Children can wear non-uniform with something yellow 
and we would be grateful if parents could please donate £1.50 
for the charity via Pupil Asset.  
 
Parking 
 
Please ensure you are parking carefully and considerately, to other road users, 
pedestrians and our neighbours.  
 
We have the Nichols Field carpark, just a short walk away, available for our      
parents use. If you would like a map to show the location of the carp park, please 
speak to the office.  



Kingfishers Gibberd Garden Trip 

This week Kingfishers had the opportunity to visit the Gibberd Garden. The children were able to develop 
their creativity by exploring the gardens and the wonderful statues and choosing their favourite one to sketch 
and look at in depth. The children also embarked on a group competition trying to find all 88 statues across 
the garden, all the groups managed this challenge successfully!  

 

 

 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our event yesterday. This is such an im-
portant charity as sadly cancer touches so many of our lives. We raised a fantastic 
£465! 

Parent Volunteers 

We are always grateful to parents for their help and we are especially thankful for any parents who can come 
in for an afternoon or morning to hear children read. If you could spare a couple of hours a week to support us 
with this please contact the school office for more information. 

Harvest Assembly 

On Friday 21st October our Friday Assemblies will both have a Harvest theme. The children will be singing 
Harvest hymns and giving thanks for all of the food that we eat and good things that we have from God. 

Friends of Holy Cross School-FOHCS (PTA) 

We really need your help please! Everyone in our school community is immediately a member of the PTA when 
their child joins the school. Our school budget is dwindling and it is difficult to afford anything other than the 
essentials for the children. We also understand that families are struggling with the rise in energy costs but 
every bit of support: helping out, baking a cake or making a donation will make a huge difference. We have 
been able to buy new footballs for the Key Stage Two children thanks to the £100 donation from the PTA. 

The team (FOHCS) would like to invite everyone to the first meeting of the year on the 5th October at 
9.00am in the Parish Hall. This will be an opportunity to have a coffee and share ideas. Even if you can’t     
commit to every meeting please come along to find out how you can help (however small). FOHCS will be letting 
you know soon about the exciting events that are being planned. A sneak peek…children get your dancing shoes 
on! 



Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are    
Squirrels achieving 99% attendance for the second consecutive  
week. Well done! The winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are 
Badgers, also attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child 
displays any COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test     
before they may attend school. There is no need to keep your child 
off with a common cold, if they are well enough to come in.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies   97% 

Ladybirds  95% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 97% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 93% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 93% 

Robins 98% 

Eagles 91% 

Owls 97% 

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either by telephone 
or using the Pupil Asset report absence option on every day of absence. We 
need full details of why your child is unable to attend school. We are frequently 
having to contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school.  

Great Open-Door Assembly 

On Tuesday morning, Great Open-Door led a whole-school assembly on the theme of   resilience. Through a combi-
nation of fast-paced drama, music, singing and puppets, the message shared was; Trust in God, Trust in Jesus. As 
ever this was an excellent and thought-provoking assembly. We thank Jo Hargrave and her team and look forward 
to their return. 



 

Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Gentleness 

- love and friendship 

“If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
other also.” (6:29) Samaritan Village (9:54) 

Congratulations to the following children who         
received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Amara Nwoye   Grasshoppers: Zuzanna Janczewska 

 Hedgehogs:  Sophie Doyle       Squirrels: Blake Leagas      

 Badgers: Riley O’Sullivan   Foxes: Freya Bown        

 Hares: Toby Marsh-Gray  Rabbits: Leah Hyde    

 Kingfishers: Araibella Morgan  Robins: Emilia Mardyla        

 Eagles:  Athena Harrsion  Owls: Luciann Henry     



 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 2 October, Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 17:5-10  

"The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith." 

It is easy to have sympathy with the apostles’ request that Jesus increase their faith. Sometimes the 

needs of the world and the demands of discipleship can seem overwhelming. However, we can take 

heart in Jesus’ response. God can do wonderful things through even the tiny mustard seed of our 

faith. Our role is to play our part, not due to any hope of reward, but simply because it needs to be 

done. We are called to see the needs in front of us and to respond, and this is something each of us 

can do, however small we may feel our faith is.   

 

As we approach Family Fast Day on Friday (7 October), we can see the desperate need of our brothers 

and sisters in East Africa, suffering from hunger and malnutrition. Let’s remember that God wants to 

use each of us to do amazing things, like ensuring that all people have the nourishing food they need to 

survive and flourish. 

 

Rather than ordering mulberry trees into the ocean, perhaps this Family Fast Day we can use our faith 

to reach out to our brothers and sisters in love and solidarity. 

Creator God,   

You have given to our care a world with abundant resources.  

Make us generous people, who use our faith  

to ensure that the world’s harvest is shared  

and all people have food and justice. 

Amen 

The Words of Pope Francis 

Sometimes we human beings believe that we are the  
masters of everything, or on the contrary, we lose all  
self-esteem. Prayer helps us to find the right dimension 
in our relationship with God, our Father, and with all   
Creation 











House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Patrick 

 

Menu Week 1           Diary Dates    

Monday 3rd October 

Hares Swimming Lesson 

Y1 & Y2 Dodgeball 3:10 - 
4:10  

 

Tuesday 4th October 

Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Y5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Wednesday 5th October 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Y5 & Y6 Sports Competition 
Training 3:15 -  4:15 

Thursday 6th October 

KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 - 4:10  

Friday 7th October 

Non Uniform Day - Wear 
Yellow 

KS1 Assembly 9:00 - 9:30 

KS2 Assembly 2:30 - 3:00 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Damien Andersen-Hamm, Isaac Lieu, Godswill Adenupe-Olabanji,                           
Amelia Owusu-Boateng, Anayah Arbuah, Aimee Fennelly, Joshua Puddefoot,           
Oskar Skowron, Zoe Staines,  Julia Czarny, Hadassar Mbugua and Alexandra Sirghe. 

Head Teachers Award: 

Albie Gardner, for all his help with the Macmillan coffee morning                                                                
Kiera Noonan, for all her help with the Macmillan coffee morning                                                                
Riley O’Sullivan, for his generous act of kindness                                                                                   
Jeremiah Marriott, for his maturity and positive attitude to school life.                                                  
Alex Embley, for his maturity and positive attitude to school life 

 

Golden Awards: 

Dragonflies:  Antoni Szarek, for excellent effort in maths 

Grasshoppers: Hanley Matthew, for working hard on his handwriting  

Hedgehogs: Hannah Mahalik-Berec, for being creative and drawing a lovely Autumn picture 

Squirrels:  Lucas Cater, for working hard on his writing this week 

Badgers:  Liliana Smaglo, for producing some fantastic store writing  

Foxes:  Keaton Peters, for a great attitude towards his learning and being a fantastic class                
   buddy to new children  

Hares:  Luisa Marsham, for her amazing River Nile project 

Rabbits:  Sean O’Connor, for being helpful around the classroom  

Kingfishers: Daisy Lane, for an enthusiastic start to Kingfishers 

Robins:  Blanka Trus, for her excellent effort in writing a poem about Burwell House. 

Eagles:  Mya Simpson, for settling so well into Year 6 

Owls:   Katie Johns, for a fantastic effort in maths 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelleher 

 


