
 

Newsletter 

27th January 2023 

Reflection on the week: 
 
This week we have been focusing on the message of Word of God and the guiding 
light that he shines on all of us. We heard in last week’s Gospel how Jesus called 
His first four disciples and how they gave up everything, to follow Jesus and  
share the Good News with everyone as Jesus started His ministry. We are        
reminded that we need only ask God for his help and that He will shine His light 
onto us and if we choose to follow, that He will lead us from darkness into light. 
A good message for us all as we close off the darker days of January and begin 
to move into Spring. 
  
Wishing our families many blessings, 
  

Mrs Kerrell 

 
Headteacher 
 
 
Teachers Strike 
 
We sent a letter to parents regarding the planned Teacher’s Strike on Wednesday. We are not planning to close 
the school at this point.  
 
Home School Agreement 
 
We sent hard copies of these out earlier this term. It is very important that they are completed and returned 
to the office as soon as possible please. 
 
Maths Day and Number Day 
 
We are excited to invite parents to Maths workshops next week on 
Thursday 2nd February. We sent a letter with all the information to 
parents yesterday. Please sign up to one of sessions via the Office. 
We would also like to invite parents to Maths information session   
after school on Thursday and information about the sessions is also 
in the letter. 
 
 
On Friday 3rd February we are taking part in the NSPCC Numbers 
Day. We are asking children to come to school dressed in numbers. 
This could be a sports shirt with a number on the back, clothing with 
numbers on them or you could just write random numbers on a          
t-shirt. They could even wear something more creative like playing 
cards, clocks and calculators. We look forward to seeing your fun 
ideas! 
 
There will be a collection for the NSPCC (throw £1 in the bucket, please). 

 
 
Parents Evenings 
 
We will be having our mid-year Parent Consultation evenings on 22nd and 23rd of February. 
Booking for these will be available in half term. 



 Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Gentleness 

  - love and friendship  

“If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also.” (6:29) Samaritan Village (9:54)    
      

Congratulations to the following children who  received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:   Basil Thompson   Ladybirds:  Allison Lara Diasz   

 Dragonflies:  Raysa Oprea   Grasshoppers: Milo Bagram-Spicer   

 Hedgehogs:   Elsie Bethell   Squirrels:  Alex Magryta    

 Badgers:   Amelia Owusu-Boateng  Foxes:   Emmanuella Boateng   

 Hares:   Evie Underdown   Rabbits:  Eliana Owusu Adu    

 Kingfishers:  Logan Coombe   Robins:  Mara Ciotoi                                                                                                                                 

 Eagles:   Rochelle Obeng-Darko  Owls:   Caitlin Masambique  
           

Hockey Tournament 
 
A group Year 5 and Year 6 travelled to Church Langley School to take part in the Harlow Schools Hockey  
Tournament.  
 
They did extremely well coming third in the competition. 







Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

  Hedgehogs: Lucas Jarczewski         

  Badgers: Diana Serekaite    Foxes: Indiana Haughton-Sinclair    

  Hares: Aurora-Simone Boyce-Grace Rabbits: Sean Badenhorst      

  Kingfishers:  Ethan Smith   Robins: Aurora Milciute Blynovas    

  Eagles:  Gilda Bosompem   Owls:  Casey Okpananchi     
         

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are   
Squirrels achieving a fantastic 99% attendance. Well done! The      
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are Owls, attaining 98%    
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, 
unless they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so      
important and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. 
The gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence   
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having 
to contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s      
absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the 
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in 
for a meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

 

Butterflies  95% 

Ladybirds  97% 

Dragonflies 95% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 89% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 93% 

Hares 93% 

Rabbits 93% 

Kingfishers 94% 

Robins 95% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 98% 







 

 

 

       

Based on the gospel for Sunday 29 January, Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 5:1-12   

“How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”   

Last week, we saw Jesus responding with his whole heart. This week, we get a glimpse into the       

character of his heart. The Sermon on the Mount, of which the Beatitudes text is a part, is probably 

one of the best-known and well-loved gospel accounts. As one living the Beatitudes, we see that Jesus 

is 'rich', 'happy' and 'blessed' (from the Greek meaning of 'Beatitude'). What Jesus is showing us is 

the character of God's kingdom rule and that citizenship of this kingdom begins here and now.  

 

So, I might ask myself and ponder this week:  

How do I see Jesus living each one of these Beatitudes?  

How do I try to live them in my daily life?  

How does this gospel affect the way I see the world as it is today?  

How does it challenge what the world defines as tragic, hopeless, worthless?  

How, through each of these 'blessings', is the kingdom beginning in me, in the here and now, for the 

good of others?  

Lord of the Kingdom,  

thank you for calling me to live under your rule.  

It is a rule that brings deep joy and great blessing, 

a richness the world cannot give.  

Help me to live out your kingdom values 

so that those who believe they are worthless and beyond hope 

might know they are truly valued citizens, 

invited to a share in the riches you freely offer.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

We are called to seek and to speak the truth—and to do so with  
charity  











House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St George 

 

Menu week 1           Diary Dates      

Monday 23rd January 

Maths Week 

Eagles swimming lesson 

Y1 & Y2 Multisports 3:10 
- 4:10   

Y1 & Y2 Just Dance          
3:10 - 4:00 

Y1 & Y2 Cosmic Yoga        
3:10 - 4:00 

Y3 & Y4 International Club        
3:15 - 4:00  

Tuesday 24th January 

Y3 Reading Zone 8:50 

Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Y5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15    

 

Wednesday 25th January 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Friday 27th January 

NSPCC Number Day 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 2:30 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4.15  

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Harry Hollingworth, Isaac Adisa, Jude McKie, Joey Uzuegbunna,                 
Nathan Kwey, Elaeh Robson, Emmanuella Boateng, Dominik Gadomski,          
Livia Mazurek, Lucas Bright, Jake Doyle 

 

Golden Awards: 

 

Butterflies: Reginald Ruxton,  for a great effort in P.E.– rolling in different ways 

   Noah Appiah, for fantastic fluent reading  

Ladybirds:  Zoe Mugadza, for making good progress reading 3 letter words 

   Grace Izuka, for always helping a friend in need 

Dragonflies:   Amelia Ogodan, for always listening and following instructions  

Grasshoppers: Georgie White, for her fantastic story writing  

Hedgehogs: Aidan Opia, for excellent maths skills using money  

Squirrels:  Tawana Agyare, for trying hard in all her learning this week 

Badgers:  Axel Brooks, for trying so hard in all areas of learning all of the time  

Foxes:  Isabella Tyson, for always having a fantastic attitude towards her learning and being a  
   great friend  

Hares:  Nayt Mashumba, for his amazing gymnastics 

Rabbits:  Khalisa Shafi King, for having a mature and focused outlook on life  

Kingfishers: Phoebe McNamara, for having an amazing attitude to learning  

Robins:  Pola Bubetty, for always producing outstanding homework 

Eagles:  Ellice Osei-Flint, for always working hard in all lessons and presenting her work                 
   beautifully  

Owls:   Luciann Henry, for always working hard in all lessons 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

                                  
Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelliher 

Thursday 26th January 

Parent Maths Day 

Year 3 Reading Zone 8:50 

Parent Forum 2:00 

KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 - 
4:10 


