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Reflection on the week: 
 
The Gospel last Sunday (Luke 18: 1-8), reminded us of the importance of praying 
to God and to know that he will answer our prayers. We know that God loves us 
very much and when we pray to him we are showing our love and trust in him. He 
hears our silent prayers, that come from our hearts. 
 
We have also been reflecting on our Gospel value of Integrity and the importance 
of being honest to ourselves and to others. This sometimes takes courage but we 
show that we are following the example of Jesus, when we tell the truth. 
We have been delighted to receive so many Harvest donations this week and we 
thank you for your kind generosity. We have taken them to Streets to Homes for 
them to distribute the food to others in the community who need it the most. 
It has been a very busy term so far so I wish everyone a safe and restful holiday 
and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday 31st October. 
  
Wishing our families many blessings, 
 
Mrs Kerrell 
Headteacher 
  
Reading Meeting 
We would like to invite our Key Stage 2 Reading Meeting which will take place in the Parish Hall on Tuesday 1st 
November at 3.30pm. We will be sharing with you some ideas about how you can support your child with enjoying 
reading and how to fit it in to our busy lives. 
 
Library Amnesty 
We have sent an email regarding overdue library books. Please bring your overdue books to the school office on 
the morning Monday 31st October, for them to be returned to the library. 
 
Parents Evenings 
We will be opening up our booking system for Parents Evening in Half term. Please make your 10-minute            
appointment. The meetings will be held in the Hall and there will be an opportunity to look at your child ’s work. 
 
Coats and Uniform 
We have noticed that several of our children are not wearing their Holy Cross green school coat and hat. Just a 
reminder please that the coat is part of our school uniform and it is not possible to wear an alternative. 
We expect all pupils to be wearing our winter uniform after half term. There should be no Polo shirts being worn 
after half term. It must now be a shirt or blouse and tie. The ties are available from the school office. 
  
We do have a second-hand uniform shop which has an excellent stock of lots of uniform if you would like to    
contact Lynn Benson, via the Holy Cross Facebook group, or by leaving a message with the school office. 
 
Breakfast Club 
A reminder to parents who are using Breakfast and After school club that we must have 24 hours’ notice of 
booking your child in, if you would like a place. It will no longer be possible, after half term, to drop off your 
child without a prior booking. Parents dropping off at Breakfast Club, must walk their children up to the main 
school door and not drop at the end of the path. For safety  we ask that you do not walk through the staff car 
park. These procedures are important for safeguarding reasons and we ask that everyone follows them. 
 
Goodbye and Good luck 
We said goodbye to this week to two longstanding and much loved members of staff, Mrs Aleks-Jones and Ms 
Leonardo. Our sincere thanks to the for all of their hard work and dedication to the children. We wish them lots 
of luck and blessings for the future.  
 
Open Days 
Just a reminder that our open days for perspective Reception pupils will be on Tuesday 1st November 9.30 am 
Wednesday 2nd November 1.30pm, Monday 7th November 9.30 am and Wednesday 9th November at 1.30pm. 
Please contact the school office to make an appointment 



   

Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Simplicity 

- non-attachment to wealth, live simply 

“You cannot serve God and wealth.” (16:13, 

“Do not worry about your life.” (12:22) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies:  Jan Ostrowski  Grasshoppers:  Jemimah Shoji-Akinwale 

 Hedgehogs:   Dominic Annobil   Squirrels:   Adam Bujnowski 

 Badgers:   Adaora Oguejiofor Foxes:   April Thorp 

 Hares:   Ohemaa Yaa Prempeh Rabbits:   Ire Oyelami 

 Kingfishers:  Natalie Harmas  Robins:   Helith Alkagamage    
                                                                                                                                                                 
 Eagles:   Amanda Girciute   Owls:    Julia Magryta 

Special Air Quality Assembly 

Today year 5 were able to watch a special 
assembly all about air quality. The         
children were able to learn new facts in a 
really fun way. They all thoroughly            
enjoyed the production and are all now 
experts on air pollution and how we can 
help to reduce it!  

Football Tournaments 

Children from Years 1, 2, 3, and 4 attended football tournaments today. All the teams played extremely well 
and were a credit to the school. 







 

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are 
Ladybirds achieving 97% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, for the second consecutive week are Eagles, 
attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child   
displays any COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test      
before they may attend school. There is no need to keep your child off 
with a common cold, if they are well enough to come in.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  89% 

Ladybirds  97% 

Dragonflies 93% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 94% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 93% 

Rabbits 89% 

Kingfishers 91% 

Robins 95% 

Eagles 99% 

Owls 95% 

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence option on  
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is  
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact   
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school.  

September — October 1/2 term 

Percentage Hours of Weeks missed School days 
missed 

100% 0 0 0 

97% 5 0 1 

95% 10 0 2 

90% 17.5 0 3.5 

86% 25 1 5 

80% 35 1wk 2dys 7 

75% 45 1wk 4dys 9 

70% 52.5 2wks 1/2dy 10.5 

60% 70 2wks 4dys 14 

50% 87.5 3wks 2.5dys 17.5 

Lost Hours of Education 

Maintaining a high school attendance percentage is such an important factor in your child’s       
success in learning.   

Your child’s attendance percentage is available to view on the Pupil Asset app.  

The table below shows you what this means in terms of lost hours of learning, this half term.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 23 October, Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 18:9-14  

 

 

"Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector."  

Who are we, tax collector or Pharisee? Or both, but at different times? 

 

It is easy to get caught up in everyday life, running from one event to another, working out our own 

path through life. As we try to make our way, we might begin to think that we must do it all ourselves. 

We must be grown up, self-sufficient; do things by our own merits. We begin to wonder why other 

people cannot just do the same.  

 

There is a risk we then harden our hearts to God’s love and to the needs of others. We become unjust 

and see others as separate and unlike us. 

  

In this parable, Jesus reminds us that we are not alone. We need God; we need his love to make us 

complete, so that we can love our neighbours, whoever they are and wherever they are. So we can feel 

compassion for those in need here and overseas, who may not seem like us.  

 

God loves us whatever sort of person we are, and wants to pour out his love to us, every second of  

every day. We need his love. Let us repent of trying to be self-reliant rather than God-reliant.  

Lord, help me today to accept your love in all its abundance so that I may in turn love others with 

overflowing generosity. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Everything in the Church is born from prayer, and      
everything grows thanks to prayer. 











House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Patrick 

 

New Menu Week 1          Diary Dates    

Monday 31st October 

Bags 2 School Collection 

Hares Swimming Lesson 

Y1 & Y2 Dodgeball           
3:10 - 4:10  

 

Tuesday 1st November 

All Souls Mass 9:15 

Fire Brigade Firework Safety 
Assembly 

Y2 - Y6 Reading Meeting 3:30  

Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Y5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Wednesday 2nd November 

School Photo Day 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Thursday 3rd November 

Last day of Bags 2 School 
Collection 

Robins Library Visit 9:00 

Owls Library Visit 10:00 

KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 - 4:10 

Friday 4th November 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 - 9:30 

KS1 Assembly 2:30 - 3:00 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4.15  

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

 

Happy Birthday this week and next to… 

Roxanne Hand. Grace Kelly, Gerald Larbi, Lillian Henry, Pola Bubetty, Ella Haley,    
Dominic Marshall, Krzystof Czarny, Nihini Oyelami, Naomi Dawodu, Eloise De-Souza, 
& Lyla Quinn.  

 

 

Golden Awards: 

 

Dragonflies:  Layla Smith, for working hard on her writing 

Grasshoppers: Elliott Ziya, for always making the right choices 

Hedgehogs: Jayden Ondiege,  for a fantastic Harvest poem 

Squirrels:  Eva Durchi, for trying hardest in all areas 

Badgers:  Oliver Danel, working so hard on his handwriting with great results  

Foxes:  Kojo Kwakye, for fantastic effort in all subjects 

Hares:  Indie Bennett, for her tremendous attitude in geography 

Rabbits:  Sean O’Connor,  for being a fantastic caring friend 

Kingfishers: Amelia Randle, for going above and beyond in maths and challenging herself 

Robins:  William Viliman, for settling really well into our class and his fantastic attitude to learning  

Eagles:  Morayo Bolaji, for fantastic work in literacy 

Owls:   Taylor Leagas, for fantastic progress in maths  

 

    

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

                                  
Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelliher 


