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Reflection on the week:

This week we have been focused on Peace as last Sunday was Peace Sunday. We
have been thinking about living Peaceful lives by having Peace with God, Peace
with each other and Peace with ourselves. Perfect Peace is difficult to achieve
but I have explained to the children that it starts within our hearts and that if
we show Peace to others and live our lives through the example of Jesus, that
together we will make the future and the world a better place to be.

Wishing our families many blessings,

Mrs Kervell

Headteacher

School Uniform

It has been good to see the children return to school looking very smart in their
winter uniforms. Please remember that pupils must wear a school coat as part of
our uniform policy. If your child is cold they may wear a fleece underneath. Please
remember that we have a great 2nd hand uniform shop where you can buy our
logoed items a hugely reduced cost. Please name all items of uniform so that your
child's can be easily identified.

Home School Agreement

We sent hard copies of these out earlier this week. It is very important that they
are completed and returned to the office as soon as possible please.

Good Luck Mrs Farrelly

Our Year One Grasshoppers teacher, Mrs Farrelly will be leaving us today to go on
her Maternity Leave. Her baby is due very soon and we are very gr'cn“efu{‘ro her for
her hard work and commitment to our Year One pupils. We wish her lots of luck and
hope that she can relax and put her feet up next week in preparation for her new
arrival. We will keep everyone posted and will let you know when her baby arrives.

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Draycott-Guise from her maternity leave and she
will be joining Grasshoppers next week.

Communication

We have prepared all of the dates and events for the forthcoming term and we are excited
to share these with you. We do of course have our school website for the latest news but
we also have an app, School News, which can be downloaded using the following information
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Appépid=136 and we have a
Facebook Group HolyCross pa. You will have some questions to answer to join and we ask
that parents follow our strict code of conduct when part of the group.
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NSPCC-Pants are Private

We have been using resources on the NSPCC

website this week to teach the children about .
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EVERY CHILDHOOD IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR

ospel Values Awards

The Gospel Value this week is...

Compassion

- kindness, service of neighbour

"When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for
her.” (7:13), Good Samaritan (10:36)

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.

Butterflies: Elissa Okyere Ladybirds: Gray Grieveson
Dragonflies: Curvis Agyemang Grasshoppers: Brielle Cox
Hedgehogs: Rufus Cook Squirrels: Clara Stewart
Badgers: Liliana Smaglo Foxes: Emmanuella Boateng
Hares: Mahayla Hackett Rabbits: Ilinca Branisteanu
Kingfishers: Kassidy Anderson Robins: Ronnie White

Eagles: Teddy White Owls: James Harten
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ATTENDANCE

MATTERS

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are
Grasshoppers achieving a fantastic 99% attendance. Well done! The
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are Hares and Rabbits,
also attaining 99% attendance. Well donel
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Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday,
unless they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so
important and makes a huge difference to your child's learning. The
gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child
displays any COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test
before they may attend school. There is no need to keep your child
off with a common cold, if they are well enough o come in.

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in
for a meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer.

It is essential you notify us of your child's absence by 9am
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why
your child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having
to contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child's

absence it may not be authorised.

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the additional absence to be
authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical
appointments.

Times Tables Rockstars

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week.

Hedgehogs: Jaxon Bender

Badgers:  Liana Serekaite Foxes: Keaton Peters
Hares: Ohemaa Yaa Prempeh Rabbits:  Tehilah Sambo
Kingfishers: Grace Kelly Robins: Blanka Trus

Eagles: Kingsley Udeagha Owls: Korneliusz Adamczak




At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adulits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
it s needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.natlonaloniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.

F Wrﬂlparents &lCarersiNeed|tolknowlabout®¥

)

-
FIXATION ON VIEW COUNT 3,

-—
TROLLS AND BULLYING |,

Adv*e

4 4
M

K
-
(s

post short messages ({fﬁeets') ofup;to/280/characters:
hotos,\videos)audio, links,'polls and GiFs = often|linked by,hashtags ifithey,share

o ot

‘vtr:ueme or,message Hashtags receiving high levelsiof interest are’said to begtrending;’
an engage with/other people;s posts by liking,retweeting (sharing)[or,tweeting|back
ienting/on)’Since the entrepreneur Elon Musk acquired Twitter;in/October,2022 for,
$44billion, helhasimplemented several major,changes to the platforms

W W O

NG D

Félj Parents & Carers .
1 FOSTER CRITICAL TWNKIING :

It can be difficult for to ascertain if
neis or faise, but
ble xm‘ '
fope sources The
determine if a story soon is true; remind them
"w°mmm“““§m='w
mMiMw‘tmlﬂ

from a specific
words) out of your chil
know they've been

- aamR ses W= 7 he 20

Meet Our Expert

Dr Cloire Sutherand is an online safety consultant, sducatar and researcher
who has developed and implemanted anti-bullying and cyber safety
policies for schools, She has wiitten various academic popers and corried
out research for the Australian govemmant comparng intamat usa and
saxting behavieur of young pecpia in the UK, USA and Australia,
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Twitter users understand what this

HWakeUpWednesday
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Users of this guide do so at thelr own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 18.01.2023
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At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel Itis needed. This gulde focuses on one app of many which we belleve trusted aduits should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonfinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.
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% Snapchat is a photo- andjyideo-sharing app which alsoallows users to chat with friends via text or audio.
Users can share Iimagesiand videos with specific friends, orithrough a ‘story’ (documenting the previous
24 hours) visible to their entire friend list. Snapchat usage rose during the pandemic, with many young
people utilising it tolconnect with their peers. The app continues to develop features to engage an even
larger audience,and emulate current trends, rivalling platforms such as TikTok and Instagram.
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Based on the gospel for Sunday 22 January, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 4:12-23

In today's gospel we see Jesus moving from his private, hidden life into public ministry. Discerning
that John's imprisonment is a call o him from the Father, he responds immediately, with his whole
heart.

Jesus knows, first-hand, what life is like under occupation. All his life, Galilee has been ruled by dark,
imperial powers. Now, Jesus is offering the people a light to navigate by. His is a saving presence

which invites people (which does not exclude those gentile occupiers) into God's kingdom rule.

Through Jesus, God is intervening in the world in a way that the world has never seen before and the
call of the disciples to a share in this new way of working shows that God's own empire is very close
indeed.

This gospel is also a call to me, to try to discern the way forward with God. In what ways do I try to
read the signs of the times, and does what I 'read’ fill me with dread and fear? Or does it throw me
onto the One who calls himself a great light, who offers hope and a sense of direction? Do I feel
invited to share in the work for the kingdom, and what is this new work I am called to?

I can't do everything but, if I look, I will find someone I know, even now, experiencing something of
the shadow of death - sickness, loneliness, the cost of living, depression, conflict - who is in desperate

need of some good news. Today, I may very well be their only glimmer of light.

Father God,

help me know the closeness of your kingdom,
help me discern the insistence of your call,
and help me to respond to you immediately
with extraordinary generosity

and a heart full of trust.

Amen.

/N The Words of Pope Francis

Just as the earth bears abundant fruit when it is well cultivated and
cared for, so it is with us. When we cultivate our spiritual health,
when we have a well cultivated relationship with the Lord, we begin to
bear very good fruit.




Wednesday 18" January 2023 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM
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THE WEDNESDAY Encountering Christ

Prayerfully preparing for the
° R D Sunday Mass and praying in

The Parish Version | Particular for our school families

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 22" January 2023 - The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

_0_ Relax & Remember

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross T and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for
you. Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and
pay attention to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

_9_ Read

Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 22" January 2023 - The Call of the first Disciples (Matthew 4:12-23)

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside
town on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali!
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations! The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light; on those
who dwell in the land and shadow of death a light has dawned.” From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, who was
called Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their net, for they were fishermen. And he said to them,
“Follow me and | will make you fishers of men.” And they left their nets at once and followed him. Going on from there he saw another
pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were in their boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets,
and he called them. At once, leaving their boat and their father, they followed him. He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their
synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the people.

_0_ Reflect

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
This is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Matthew first introduces us to Galilee, characteristically quoting the scriptures to show that they are being
fulfilled, and in what way. Galilee is called ‘Galilee of the gentiles’ only in this passage, and the presence of gentiles was not a particulary notable feature
of Galilee. Archaeology shows that Jewish observance was strong in the region. Contemporary literature indicates that there was a lively tradition of
prayerful charismatic rabbis with a warm devotion to the Lord. Jesus begins his ministry by proclaiming the imminence of the Kingdom of God, and this
will be the subject of all his activity. Then he begins to form the new Israel by calling his team together. The Christian imagination tends to combine this
scene with the scene of the Baptist in the Jordan Valley in the Gospel of John, which suggests that at least Peter and Andrew among the disciples had
already some knowledge of Jesus. But today’s narrative must be heard on its own, and the staggering factor is that this is the first time at any rate the
sons of Zebedee have set eyes on Jesus. As he passes by, Jesus calls them, and such is the electrifying power of his charismatic personality that they
simply drop everything and follow this total stranger — immediiately, as the evangelist stresses each time.

Do I ever follow Jesus’ call immediately and unconditionally?

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

_0_ Respond & Request

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general.
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church I

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. A registered Charity in England and Wales limited by guarantee - 1125628 © Copyright 2023 The Wednesday Word Trust
www.wednesdayword.org



WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS *+ @v

Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 22™ January 2023

First Reading: Light in the Land of Darkness

Isaiah 8:23 - 9:3

In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer glory on the Way
of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of the nations. The
people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those
who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone. You have
made their gladness greater, you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as
men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. For the yoke
that was weighing on him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod
of his oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian.

This prophecy of Isaiah is chosen as the first reading today because in the
gospel reading Matthew sees its fulfilment in the healing activity of Jesus
in Galilee, the region once allotted to the two northern tribes of Zebulun
and Naphtali. Not long before the total collapse of the Northern Kingdom of
Israel their area was invaded and devastated by the mighty power of Assyria.
They are therefore given as the archetype of the ruined territory which
will be restored to light, joy and rich harvest when God comes to save his
people. In fact Galilee has rich soil and wide plains. The Jewish historian at
the time of Jesus is lyrical about the abundance and variety of fruit grown
there. The prophecy of restoration is expressed in the past tense (‘have seen
a great light’) to emphasize its certainty: it is so sure that it can be described
as though it had already happened, a tense known as ‘the prophetic past’.
The passage of Isaiah goes on, after our reading, to speak of the child to be
born, who will bring about this transformation. He will be ‘Wonder Counsellor,
Prince of Peace’.

What is the most important element which would restore our country
to God's service?

Second Reading: A Divided Community

1 Corinthians 1:10-13.17

| appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to make up the differences between you, and instead of
disagreeing among yourselves, to be united again in your belief
and practice. From what Chloe’s people have been telling me,
my dear brothers, it is clear that there are serious differences
among you. What | mean are all these slogans that you have,
like: ‘I am for Paul,” ‘l am for Apollos,” ‘1 am for Cephas,” ‘l am
for Christ.’ Has Christ been parcelled out? Was it Paul that was
crucified for you? Were you baptised in the name of Paul? For
Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Good News,
and not to preach that in the terms of philosophy in which the
crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed.

All working together in harmony...
all living with the one life of Christ.

It is hardly surprising that the Christians at Corinth were a divided
community; there were so many different levels of employment and
wealth: financiers, dockers, tent-makers, administrators and many others
in that town with its double port, its booming trade, its biennial games and
supporting trades. Paul shows us that there were also cliques claiming
different personal loyalties. Some claimed to be Paul’s own followers.
Apollos was a Jew from Alexandriaand a notable orator; perhaps he had the
intellectual following. Cephas is the Aramaic name for Peter; his following
may have been Christians sprung from Judaism who wanted to keep their
Jewish practices in food, circumcision and Sabbath-observance. Paul will
have none of this party politics, one group hurling slogans at another. They
would not even come together as a genuine community at the Eucharist.
Paul had baptised people to be not his own followers but followers of
Christ. Later in the letter he will explain that Christians must form a single
organic body, all working together in harmony, each with a special task
and special gifts, but all contributing to the well-being of the whole. This is
his basic vision of the Christian body, all living with the one life of Christ.

Are there any echoes of such disunity in your community?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God

w: www.wednesdayword.org
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Dear Parents and Carers, m 18™Janvary 2025 )

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear about Jesus starting to People in the past answered Jesus’ call to form our
gather together the first Christian community. Catholic school communities which how welcome
and support us and our children. Now it's our turh to
cohtinue the work, to build on and develop the warm
and loving community of our school - fogether.

Christian communities (just like families) are never
perfect - even Jesus’ closest disciples weren’t always
the ideal set of people. However, everyone works better
with others in community. Enjoy a very special time together this evening, hearing
your child’s thoughts about this Sunday’s Gospel and

Our schools and parish col hities were founded to be 2 R
N P iy 3 this Wednesday's word, which is €€

places of love, friendship, security and inclusiveness.
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THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
Sunday 22" Janvary 2023

Hearing that John the Baptist had been

arrested, Jesus went back to Galilee

and seftled in Caperhaum, a lakeside

town. From that moment Jesus began his
X preaching with the message, “Repent,
MM for the kingdom of heaven is close at
hand.” As he was walking beside the Sea of Galilee,
he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter,
and his brother Andrew; they were making a cast
in the lake with their net, for they were fishermen.
And he said to them, “Follow me and I will make
you fishers of people.” And they left their nets at
once and followed him. Going on from there, he saw
another pair of brothers, James, son of Zebedee, and
his brother John; they were in their boat with their
father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called
them. At once, leaving their boat and their father,
they followed him. Jesus went round the whole of
Galilee teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming
the Good News of the kingdom and curing all kinds
of diseases and sickhess among the people.
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Adapted from
Matt. 4:12-23 (the 3™ Sunhday in Ordinary Time, Year A)

Everyone can learn more about this Gospel
in Church ~ all are warmly invited.
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When we read the Gospels, we see that Jesus gathers round him a community which
receives his word, follows it, shares in his journey and becomes his family. Jesus
came for everyone and with him we, and our children, will never be on our own.

E Our Special Time Together | fJc g the Gospel

(or below for younger

One day, as Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two fishermen,
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were fishing and Jesus called to them, “Follow
me. From how oh you will be gathering people instead of fish.” Straightaway they left
their nets and followed Jesus. Then Jesus saw two other brothers, James and John,
who were also fishermen. When Jesus called them to follow him, they were in a boat
with their father, Zebedee. But they too followed Jesus at once.

What did Jesus say the fishermen would be gathering from now on? which word
stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture make you think about?

g :::‘.!:l“l:‘ty's COMMUNITY B Loving God & Each O_fhr ‘

“Whatever gifts and talents we are given “The family is a community of love where
by God are to be shared with the entire each of us learns to relate to others and
community.” St Baldwin of Canterbury to the world around us.” Pope Francis

In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus starts to form a community. Each of you hame at least one thing that other family members are good at,
Ask your child what the word ‘community’ means to them. || which couid help strengthen the family community. Without our own unique
Which communities do they belong to (e.g. family, cubs, 4 contribution to our community, something valvable will be missing. How can
brownies, football, etc.)? Another word we could use for our we also use our gifts for the good of the different communities we belong
school is ‘community’. What does your child enjoy most about to? Perhaps we can: join a school team; welcome new people into our
their school community? Can they remember who made them community; volunteer to use a gift or skill to help out with a project; join with
feel really welcome when they started school? others to organise a family fun night at school; support a fundraising event.

Deor Lord Jesus, thank you for our school and parish comrnunmes Please help
* me say ‘Yes’ to you, and enrich the communities to whichI belong. Amen.
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Cross out the letters U I IM in the jumbled words below to find 4 real words.
wuemren camlulend Fomlunlow vhinsm
Peterand____ brother Andrew __fishing

d ”  Search for at least three differences between this picture
anddesus ! 25 and the colour one. Then draw them in before colouring.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear Jesus calling

the fishermen to follow him. Today, Jesus calls

people, like you and me, To help him - to build
his community - a community built on love.




Happy Birthday this week to... Ve v Y

Leonardo Sontag, Harvey Driscoll, Curvis Agyemang & Edward Guna

Golden Awards:

Butterflies:

Ladybirds:

Dragonflies:
Grasshoppers:
Hedgehogs:
Squirrels:
Badgers:
Foxes:

Hares:
Rabbits:
Kingfishers:
Robins:
Eagles:

Owls:

Lunch Award:

Harley Cheeseman, for being so keen to learn and completing all class challenges
Samual Baffour, for a great effort with letter formation

Braven Andersen-Hamm, for learning how to hold his pencil correctly

Zora Svobodova, for fantastic caption writing

Hermione O'Brien, for working hard with her maths work

Milo Bagram-Spicer, for working hard on his reading and phonics

Mariella Messer, for an excellent start in Hedgehogs

Blake Leagas, for adapting so well with recent changes in class

Livia Mazurek, for showing great bravery and resilience this week

Oliver Ruffell, for great effort this week , especially in writing and maths
Stevie Ginn, for his excellent leadership skills in boccia

Layla Still, for going above and beyond with her homework

Sophia-Jai Henry, for trying really hard in maths all week

Harvey Driscoll, for his excellent effort with his learning across all subjects
Laela Spicer, for always having a positive attitude

Tinashe Agyare, for good reading this week

David Afoloyan-Jejeloye, for being so polite and well mannered at lunch time

Diary Dates

Monday 23rd Jahuary

Thursday 26th January Friday 27th January

Tuesday 24th January Wednesday 25th January

Eagles swimming lesson

Y1 & Y2 Multisports 3:10

- 4:10

Y1 & Y2 Just Dance
3:10 - 4:00

Y1 & Y2 Cosmic Yoga

3:10 - 4:00

Y3 & Y4 International Club

3:15 - 4:.00

KS2 Chess Club 3:15 - 4:00

KS2 Assembly 9:00
KS1 Assembly 2:30
KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4.15

Y4 Reading Zone 8:50 KS1 Karate 3:10 - 4:10
Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15
¥5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15

Year 5 St Marks visit

Year 4 Reading Zone 8:50
KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 -
4:10

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. House Points

Congratulations to the

Please download our News & Events
App for dates for the year. Details
are available on the schools website
under News & Events at
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk

Mr S Kelliher

winning house St Patrick

Mrs A Kerrell




