
 

Newsletter 

20th January 2023 

Reflection on the week: 
 
This week we have been focused on Peace as last Sunday was Peace Sunday. We 
have been thinking about living Peaceful lives by having Peace with God, Peace 
with each other and Peace with ourselves. Perfect Peace is difficult to achieve 
but I have explained to the children that it starts within our hearts and that if 
we show Peace to others and live our lives through the example of Jesus, that   
together we will make the future and the world a better place to be. 
  
Wishing our families many blessings, 
 

Mrs Kerrell 

Headteacher 
 
 
School Uniform 
 
It has been good to see the children return to school looking very smart in their   
winter uniforms. Please remember that pupils must wear a school coat as part of 
our uniform policy. If your child is cold they may wear a fleece underneath. Please      
remember that we have a great 2nd hand uniform shop where you can buy our 
logoed items a hugely reduced cost. Please name all items of uniform so that your 
child’s can be easily identified. 
 
Home School Agreement 
 
We sent hard copies of these out earlier this week. It is very important that they 
are completed and returned to the office as soon as possible please. 

 
 
 
 
Good Luck Mrs Farrelly 
 
Our Year One Grasshoppers teacher, Mrs Farrelly will be leaving us today to go on 
her Maternity Leave. Her  baby is due very soon and we are very grateful to her for 
her hard work and commitment to our Year One pupils. We wish her lots of luck and 
hope that she can relax and put her feet up next week in preparation for her new 
arrival. We will keep everyone posted and will let you know when her baby arrives. 
 
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Draycott-Guise from her maternity leave and she 
will be joining Grasshoppers next week. 
 
 
 
 

Communication 
 
We have prepared all of the dates and events for the forthcoming term and we are excited 
to share these with you. We do of course have our school website for the latest news but 
we also have an app, School News, which can be downloaded using the following information 
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=School+App&pid=136 and we have a  
Facebook Group HolyCross pa. You will have some questions to answer to join and we ask 
that parents follow our strict code of conduct when part of the group. 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=School+App&pid=136


 Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Compassion  

  - kindness, service of neighbour  

“When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for 
her.” (7:13), Good Samaritan (10:36)  

        
 Congratulations to the following children who  received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:  Elissa Okyere   Ladybirds: Gray Grieveson  

 Dragonflies: Curvis Agyemang   Grasshoppers: Brielle Cox     

 Hedgehogs:  Rufus Cook    Squirrels: Clara Stewart      

 Badgers: Liliana Smaglo    Foxes: Emmanuella Boateng       

 Hares: Mahayla Hackett    Rabbits: Ilinca Branisteanu      

 Kingfishers: Kassidy Anderson   Robins: Ronnie White                                                                                                                                  

 Eagles: Teddy White    Owls: James Harten      
        

 
NSPCC-Pants are Private 
 
We have been using resources on the NSPCC 
website this week to teach the  children about 
the importance of keeping their private parts 
private and to speak out if they are worried 
about something that they feel is not safe.  
 
Preventing Child on Child abuse is a key  aspect 
of Keeping Children Safe in Education 2022,   
government guidance which underpins our    
Safeguarding practice and procedures.  
 
The NSPCC have an excellent campaign and     
resources to support a discussion at home or to 
find out more can be found by following this link 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-
safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-
rule/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

  Hedgehogs: Jaxon Bender          

  Badgers: Liana Serekaite    Foxes: Keaton Peters       

  Hares: Ohemaa Yaa Prempeh  Rabbits: Tehilah Sambo      

  Kingfishers:  Grace Kelly    Robins: Blanka Trus       

  Eagles:  Kingsley Udeagha   Owls:  Korneliusz Adamczak    
          

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are   
Grasshoppers achieving a fantastic 99% attendance. Well done! The      
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are Hares and Rabbits, 
also attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, 
unless they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so   
important and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The 
gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child   
displays any COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test  
before they may attend school. There is no need to keep your child 
off with a common cold, if they are well enough to come in.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in 
for a meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am   
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence   
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having 
to contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s      
absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the additional absence to be          
authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical                 
appointments.    

Butterflies  93% 

Ladybirds  97% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 99% 

Hedgehogs 90% 

Squirrels 98% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 99% 

Rabbits 99% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 98% 

Owls 95% 







 

 

 

      
Based on the gospel for Sunday 22 January, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 4:12-23    

 

“From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message, ‘Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is close at hand.'”   

In today's gospel we see Jesus moving from his private, hidden life into public ministry. Discerning 

that John's imprisonment is a call to him from the Father, he responds immediately, with his whole 

heart.                                                                                                                                                  

Jesus knows, first-hand, what life is like under occupation. All his life, Galilee has been ruled by dark, 

imperial powers. Now, Jesus is offering the people a light to navigate by. His is a saving presence 

which invites people (which does not exclude those gentile occupiers) into God's kingdom rule.  

Through Jesus, God is intervening in the world in a way that the world has never seen before and the 

call of the disciples to a share in this new way of working shows that God's own empire is very close 

indeed.  

This gospel is also a call to me, to try to discern the way forward with God. In what ways do I try to 

read the signs of the times, and does what I 'read' fill me with dread and fear? Or does it throw me 

onto the One who calls himself a great light, who offers hope and a sense of direction? Do I feel    

invited to share in the work for the kingdom, and what is this new work I am called to?  

I can't do everything but, if I look, I will find someone I know, even now, experiencing something of 

the shadow of death - sickness, loneliness, the cost of living, depression, conflict - who is in desperate 

need of some good news. Today, I may very well be their only glimmer of light.  

Father God, 

help me know the closeness of your kingdom,  

help me discern the insistence of your call,  

and help me to respond to you immediately  

with extraordinary generosity 

and a heart full of trust.  

Amen.    

The Words of Pope Francis 

Just as the earth bears abundant fruit when it is well cultivated and 
cared for, so it is with us. When we cultivate our spiritual health, 
when we have a well cultivated relationship with the Lord, we begin to 
bear very good fruit. 











House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Patrick 

 

             Diary Dates      

Monday 23rd January 

Eagles swimming lesson 

Y1 & Y2 Multisports 3:10 
- 4:10   

Y1 & Y2 Just Dance          
3:10 - 4:00 

Y1 & Y2 Cosmic Yoga        
3:10 - 4:00 

Y3 & Y4 International Club        
3:15 - 4:00  

KS2 Chess Club 3:15 - 4:00  

Tuesday 24th January 

Y4 Reading Zone 8:50 

Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Y5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15    

Year 5 St Marks visit 

 

Wednesday 25th January 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Friday 27th January 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 2:30 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4.15  

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Leonardo Sontag, Harvey Driscoll, Curvis Agyemang & Edward Guna 

 

Golden Awards: 

 

Butterflies: Harley Cheeseman, for being so keen to learn and completing all class challenges  

   Samual Baffour, for a great effort with letter formation  

Ladybirds:  Braven Andersen-Hamm, for learning how to hold his pencil correctly  

   Zora Svobodova, for fantastic caption writing  

Dragonflies:   Hermione O’Brien, for working hard with her maths work  

Grasshoppers: Milo Bagram-Spicer, for working hard on his reading and phonics  

Hedgehogs: Mariella Messer,  for an excellent start in Hedgehogs  

Squirrels:  Blake Leagas, for adapting so well with recent changes in class   

Badgers:  Livia Mazurek, for showing great bravery and resilience this week  

Foxes:  Oliver Ruffell,  for great effort this week , especially in writing and maths  

Hares:  Stevie Ginn, for his excellent leadership skills in boccia  

Rabbits:  Layla Still, for going above and beyond with her homework  

Kingfishers: Sophia-Jai Henry, for trying really hard in maths all week  

Robins:  Harvey Driscoll, for his excellent effort with his learning across all subjects 

Eagles:  Laela Spicer, for always having a positive attitude  

Owls:   Tinashe Agyare, for good reading this week 

Lunch Award: David Afoloyan-Jejeloye, for being so polite and well mannered at lunch time 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

                                  
Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelliher 

Thursday 26th January 

Year 4 Reading Zone 8:50 

KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 - 
4:10 


