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Reflection on the week: We began the week by reflecting on the first reading 
from last Sunday’s liturgy, Theassalonians 3:7-12 Do not give food to anyone who 
refuses to work. St Paul was very clear in his message about people choosing the 
best path to get the most out of life. At assembly we talked about how we should 
always try our best at all times, even if we find it difficult. This week I attended 
a beautiful Class Mass with our Year 5 pupils and they certainly tried their best 
as they read beautifully and sang their hearts out. It was a very uplifting         
experience and I felt incredibly proud of them all. My thanks to Mrs Guna, Miss 
Clarke and Mr Maybury for preparing the children so well.  
 
Wishing our families many blessings, Mrs Kerrell Headteacher 
 
Reading Zone 
 
We are excited to invite our Year 3 and 4 parents to the Reading Zone session 
this week. This will take 
place on Tuesday 22nd November and Thursday 24th November from 8.50am-9.15am. Please come to 
Reception where we will meet you and take you to join the session. 
 
Please remember that it is very important that you read with your child three times per week and sign 
their diary. Reading at home with you, not always their school book, is more important now than ever as 
reading underpins so much of what your child learns at school. 
 
Colchester Castle Trip 
 
Our Year 3 children had a fantastic trip to Colchester Castle today to support their learning about the 
Romans. They especially enjoyed the secret room and seeing the many artefacts found on the site. They felt like 
proper history detectives for the day. 
 
Volunteer Helpers 
 
We really appreciate all offers of help in school and especially offers of help for our trips. Just a reminder 
to parents and carers please that if you are committing to help on a trip, that you can definitely come as 
it may be difficult to replace you at short notice. 
 
Healthy Snack 
 
We are still having children in Key Stage Two with a snack at Breaktime that is not fresh fruit or 
vegetables. We are a Healthy School and follow the guidance form Essex-please follow this link: 
 
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/service/healthy-schools/ 
 
We will take snacks away that are not fruit and vegetables so to avoid your child having to wait until 
lunchtime, we ask please that parents follow our policy. 
 
Multi Faith Week 
 
I have seen some fantastic work from the children this week as part of our Multi Faith week. The children 
have enjoyed learning about Judaism and the differences and similarities between our Catholic faith and 
the faith of the Jewish people. We talked about the importance of learning about other faiths and 
cultures so that we can show respect and kindness towards everyone we meet in life. 
 
Parish Christmas Bazaar 
 
Please come along to the Parish hall and support the Parish Bazaar on Sunday 12pm until 2pm. Full details are 
further in this newsletter.  

https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/service/healthy-schools/


 Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Forgiveness 

     - reconciliation 

“Her sins, which were many, have been          
forgiven.” (7:47) 

“Father, forgive them…” (23:24) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Caliyah Aboagye-Manu  Grasshoppers: Arnas Gavutis   

 Hedgehogs: Arianne Brest Ndeyi  Squirrels:  Enoch Goodfellow   

 Badgers: Harry Tupper   Foxes: Keaton Peters     

 Hares:  Stevie Ginn    Rabbits: Julia Czarny     

 Kingfishers: Logan Coombe   Robins: Pola Bubetty                                                                                                                                  

 Eagles:  Laela Spicer    Owls:  Toby Field      

    

 
 
World Cup England Match 
 
Pupils in Key Stage 2 will have the opportunity to watch England’s first game of 
the World Cup, in their classrooms, during their lunch break.  Please send a 
packed lunch in with your child on Monday if they would like to watch the match.  
  
 

 

Holy Cross Maintain a Five Star Rating 

The Catering Team at Holy Cross received an unannounced visit from the    
Environmental Health Inspection Team last Thursday. Among areas examined 
during the visit were: 

· How hygienically food is handled, including how it is prepared and cooked 

· The condition of our kitchen’s structure, including the cleanliness and      ventilation 

· How the Catering Team manages and records what they do to make sure food is safe 

· Allergen labelling 

· Microbiological examination was also conducted 

Congratulations to Mrs. Alger and her team who consistently maintain an excellent 
standard and once again achieved a top rating of 5. The result of this inspection is 
testament to their diligence in ensuring the very best for our children. 



Did you know that if you have an Amazon account you can help support the without   
costing you anything? 

All you have to do is link your account to Amazon Smile and Holy Cross School PTA 
as the charity. Amazon will donate a percentage of all qualifying to us, for the    
benefit of all our children. 

 

 

                 

 Art Calendar Competition 

          Thank you to everyone who entered the Art Calendar competition. Most winners were announced 

  last week. The winners for Reception were:    

 

  Butterflies:  Phoebe Tupper    Ladybirds:  Alice Thorpe 



Pupil Premium Funding in Key Stage 1 and 2/Free School Meals in Key Stage 2 

Our school can obtain additional funding to support your child’s education and if you’re a parent whose child is 
in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) they could avail of free school lunches. Please read the information below and if 
this applies to you, please contact us as detailed. 

 

Pupil Premium in Key Stage 1 

If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2  
and if you meet any of the eligibility criteria  
below, our school will receive extra funding called 
‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to     
improve the educational provision and resources at 
our school to help your child. 

 

At Holy Cross, we receive an extra funding for every 
eligible pupil who is registered. 

  

To apply please contact:  

admin@holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk  or telephone  
Mrs. Thomas on 01279-424452 

  

 

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium in 
Key Stage 2 

Children in E.Y.F.S, Years 1 and 2 are automatically  
entitled to a free school lunch under the                
Governments’ Universal Infant Free School Meal 
scheme, this stops when children enter Year 3. 

However, if you meet the eligibility criteria below, 
your child may be entitled to a free school lunch. 

In addition to free school lunch our school will         
receive extra funding called ‘pupil premium’. We use 
this extra money to  improve the educational          
provision and resources at our school to help your 
child. 

 

To apply please use this link 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals 

  

  

Your child may be eligible for free school meals if you are receiving any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• Child Tax Credit (not Working Tax Credit), with an annual income below £16,190 

• Pension Guarantee Credit 

• Employment and Support Allowance, income related 

• Support under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act, 1999 

• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit, with a household income of £7,400 or less (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

Does my child have to eat the free school meals? 

No, pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible 
but you want your child to have packed lunches you should still register because the school 
will receive  funding which can support your child in other ways. 

  

mailto:admin@holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk
https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals


Donations of candles, toiletries, bottles  and sweets gratefully received  



 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

  Hedgehogs: Sebastian Gronert Squirrels:  Keziah Adisa      

  Badgers: Priscilla Asare  Foxes: Emmanuella Boateng      

  Hares: Emilie Patasuite  Rabbits: Edward Guna     

  Kingfishers:  Dominica Nguyen  Robins: Holly-Mai Boone-Jolley      

  Eagles: Kingsley Udeagha  Owls:  Julia Margryta      
   

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are   
Squirrels achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award are Hares, also attaining 98% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child   
displays any COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test      
before they may attend school. There is no need to keep your child off 
with a common cold, if they are well enough to come in.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  87% 

Ladybirds  94% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 90% 

Squirrels 98% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 93% 

Hares 98% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 96% 

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence option on  
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is  
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact   
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 20 November, Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the      
Universe: Luke 23:35-43  

 

 

"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."   

Content warning: This reflection includes references to a shooting. 

Many different people were present at the crucifixion of Jesus, doing different things. The people 

stood watching, the rulers sneered, the soldiers mocked. One criminal insulted and a second criminal 

said: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom”.  

So often, when we think of Jesus’ death on the cross, we think of it just as something that happened 

long ago. But there are people who continue to be condemned today.    

About 35 years ago, as a young man in Nigeria, I was at the scene of a military firing squad, where six 

condemned criminals were tied to wooden posts. There was a large crowd of people made up of family 

members, civil authority and local onlookers watching on.   

Like Jesus, the fate of these men was determined, whether justly or unjustly. They had to die.  

A commanding voice instructed the soldiers to aim and fire. There was absolute silence and all the   

condemned men were killed. I was extremely terrified.   

Over the years that experience has helped me deepen my understanding of Jesus being killed on the 

cross. It taught me that we cannot avoid suffering, but that Jesus is always there.  

From the excruciating place on the cross, Jesus offered paradise to the second criminal. As a priest, I 

have spent time comforting the dying, visiting prisons and hospitals, holding funerals and working as a 

missionary in South Sudan during the conflict there.    

My experience and my faith have taught me not to run away from difficult situations.   

It is for us all to put ourselves in the shoes of those who are condemned today. How do we accompany 

those who are suffering and give hope?    

Christ Jesus, you are with us always. Strengthen us as we accompany others through times of 

suffering and share your hope with us all. Amen.    

The Words of Pope Francis 

Let us pray that the Lord might convert the hearts of those who are still directed 
toward war, and make the desire for peace prevail for tortured  Ukraine, to avoid 
every escalation and to be open to the way of cease fire and dialogue. 











House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Andrew 

 

Menu Week 2           Diary Dates      

Monday 21st November 

Rabbits Swimming Lesson 

Y1 & Y2 Multisports 3:10 - 
4:10   

Tuesday 22nd November 

Y3 & Y4 Reading Zone 8:50 

Squirrels Library Visit 11:00 

Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Y5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

 

Wednesday 23rd November 

Y5 Eucharist Service 9:00 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Y5 & 6 Basketball Competition  
Team Training 3:15 - 4:15  

 

Friday 25th November 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 - 9:30 

KS1 Assembly 2:30 - 3:00 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4.15  

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Kiera Noonan,  Reg Ruxton, Olivia Jarczewska, Rose Dunn, Hayley Ranathunga            
& Dennis Jegorovs 

 

Golden Awards: 

 

Dragonflies:   Maria Cristina Ghira, for always trying  hard with her writing  

Grasshoppers: Zara Brooks, for working really hard in maths 

Hedgehogs: Viktor Svoboda, for excellent problem solving in maths 

Squirrels:  Aoife Boland, for great work in maths 

Badgers:  Skyla Hand, for showing great improvement in maths 

Foxes:  Andriya Ebin, for fantastic  effort in all subjects, especially when using her phonics when 
   writing  

Hares:  Amy Dawodu, for her awesome answers in history 

Rabbits:  Marshall Pavelin for always trying his best! 

Kingfishers: Sophia-Jai Henry, for great enthusiasm in all subjects 

Robins:  Dovydas Mekinis, for fantastic contributions to our class discussions 

Eagles:  Jeremiah Marriott, for having an excellent attitude to his learning this week and working 
   so hard in all lessons. Well done! 

Owls:   Ella Hayley, for great work in history 

Learning             Logan Coombs, for setting up a geography lunch club                                                                                                                                      
Mentor: 

  

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

                                  
Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelliher 

Thursday 24th November 

Y3 & Y4 Reading Zone 8:50 

Hares Library Visit 9:00 

Rabbits Library Visit 11:00 

Parent Forum 2:00 

KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 - 4:10 


