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16th September 2022 

 
 
Public Holiday on Monday 19th 
 
The school will be closed on Monday so that everyone in our school community will 
have the opportunity to watch the State Funeral of Queen Elizabeth. Please    
offer up your prayers for the Queen, King Charles and the Royal family at this 
very sad time. We must also give thanks to God for all of the wonderful things 
that the Queen did for our country during her 70 year reign. We look forward to 
seeing everyone back at school again on Tuesday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Burwell 
 
Our Year 5 Robin Class had a fantastic time on their residential visit to Burwell House this week. We were 
very proud of their mature attitude to being away from home and also proud of the compliments that the 
children for their good manners and excellent behaviour. Our Year 5 Kingfishers are off on their trip to   
Burwell on Tuesday and we hope that they all have a wonderful time.  
 
 
Healthy Snack 
 
We will be reverting back to our Healthy Snack policy that was in place prior to Covid. Children may bring 
fruit and or vegetables to school for their snack and we would encourage parents to get reluctant fruit or 
vegetable eaters, to enjoy these foods at home. This is in line with the Essex Healthy Schools guidance. If 
your child does not have a snack they may be hungry in the middle of the morning. We will also be reviewing 
our Packed Lunch policy and this will be available on the school website next week.  

 
 
Homework 
 
Homework has been set this week on Tapestry and Seesaw. 
For parents of pupils in Key Stage 2 this is the first time we 
have used Seesaw to set homework and everyone should have a log in to  access it. We will 
once again be using CGP books for Maths Homework. These are available to buy at a cost 
of £3.  
 

Please pay for the book using Pupil Asset and your child will be given one to take home.          
Alternatively, as a temporary measure the homework will be posted electronically on Tapestry 
and Seesaw.  
 
Tapestry and Seesaw are available to download from the Apple App Store and Google Play.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

We are very pleased to be holding a coffee morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer this will take place on Thursday 
29th September. This is an important event to raise money for this fantastic charity as many members of our 
school community have sadly in some way been affected by cancer. We hope that you will come along and      
support the event, enjoy a nice cup of coffee and some delicious cakes.  

We would very much appreciate a cake donation and you can do this by dropping off your cake at the office on 
Wednesday 28th September. In line with Natasha’s Law we need to know what the ingredients of the cake are. 
If you are making a homemade cake please pick up an ingredients list from the office and send it in with your 
cake. If it is shop bought, the ingredients will be on the packaging.  

Meet the Teacher 

Thank you to the parents who were able to come along to our Meet the Teacher sessions this week and I was 
very pleased to meet you. If you weren’t able to make it, the class teachers will put their presentations on 
Tapestry or Seesaw for everyone’s information. Please do say hello if I haven’t met you already. 

Friends of Holy Cross School-FOHCS (PTA) 

It was great to meet with Bernie and Kate this week, two busy mums, who are going to co-ordinate the PTA 
events this year. We really need your help please! Everyone in our school community is immediately a member 
of the PTA when their child joins the school. Our school budget is dwindling and it is difficult to afford      
anything other than the essentials for the children. We also understand that families are struggling with the 
rise in energy costs but every bit of support: helping out, baking a cake or making a donation will make a huge 
difference. We have been able to buy new footballs for the Key Stage Two children thanks to the £100       
donation from the PTA. 

The team (FOHCS) would like to invite everyone to the first meeting of the year on the 5th October at 
9.00am in the Parish Hall. This will be an opportunity to have a coffee and share ideas. Even if you can’t commit 
to every meeting please come along to find out how you can help (however small). FOHCS will be letting you 
know soon about the exciting events that are being planned. A sneak peek…children get your dancing shoes on! 

Parent View 

We are always open to hearing your feedback. We would like parents to share their views of the school by   
following the link below to Parent View. Thank you for taking the time to complete this. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views  

 

Coats and Uniform 

There is a definite chill in the air and it has been    
raining this week. Please make sure that your child 
comes to school with a coat from Monday so that they 
do not get cold when they are outside. Also, please 
choose whether your child is in our winter or summer 
uniform this term and we ask that you do not combine 
the two. 

 

 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views


Robins’ Burwell Residential Trip 

Burwell Residential Trip This week, Robins Class have enjoyed spending three days on a residential trip at  
Burwell House in Cambridgeshire. The house and grounds offer a fabulous opportunity to explore lots of     
Geography skills and fieldwork through games and activities. At the end of the three days, the children were 
confident in navigating using a map and compass and enjoyed the competitive orienteering games, both on site 
and wider afield in the village of Burwell itself. They completed traffic surveys and sound maps in Burwell, the 
neighbouring hamlet of Reach and walked along a stretch of the historic Devil's Dyke. The children also made 
clay shields, which were inspired by our Anglo-Saxons topic. 

Mrs. Guna was really proud of all of the children for their behaviour and manners and for how they fully       
embraced the activities and experiences. They showed great resilience in being away from their families and in 
trying new and delicious foods. It was wonderful to see the children playing and enjoying spending time       
outdoors. 



 
Pupil Premium 
If you meet any of the eligibility criteria  
below, our school will receive extra funding 
called ‘pupil premium’. We use this extra mon-
ey to improve the educational provision and 
resources at our school to help your child. 
  
At Holy Cross, we receive an extra £1,385 
for every eligible pupil who is registered. 
  
  
  
To apply please contact admin@holycross-
pri.essex.sch.uk  or telephone Mrs. Thomas 
on 01279-424452 

  

 
Free School Meals in Key Stage 2 
Children in E.Y.F.S, Years 1 and 2 are auto-
matically entitled to a free school lunch un-
der the Governments’ Universal Infant Free 
School Meal scheme, this stops when children 
enter Year 3. 
However, if  you meet the eligibility criteria 
below, your child may be  entitled to a free 
school lunch. 
  
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or 
Year 2 and is eligible for free school meals 
according to the criteria below, you should 
still register because we’ll receive the ex-
tra pupil premium funding. 
  
To apply please use this link 
https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-
meals 

  

  
Your child may be eligible for free school meals if you are receiving any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• Child Tax Credit (not Working Tax Credit), with an annual income below £16,190 

• Pension Guarantee Credit 

• Employment and Support Allowance, income related 

• Support under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act, 1999 

• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 
Credit 

• Universal Credit, with a household income of £7,400 or less (after tax and not including 
any benefits you get) 

Does my child have to eat the free school meals? 
No, pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you want 
your child to have packed lunches you should still register because the school will receive  funding which 
can support your child in other ways. 
  

Secondary School Applications 

The secondary school admission process opened, today, Monday 12 September 2022, for parents of current 
Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school (Year 7) place for September 2023. 
 
The statutory national closing date for applications is 31st October 2022. 
 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 

All of the application information is available on the website above. 
 
The website also has a copy of the Secondary Education in Essex 2023-24 booklet which contains details of all 
secondary school admission policies. Below is a link to the booklets page. 
 
https://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions-booklets-policies-and-forms/admission-booklets 

 

St Marks West Essex open evening for prospective Year 7 pupils is 
on Thursday 22nd September 2022, 7.00pm – 9.00pm.  

 

Pupil Premium Funding and Free School Meals in Key Stage 2 

Our school  can obtain additional funding to support your child’s education and if you’re a parent whose child is 
in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) they could avail of free school lunches. Please read the information below and if 
this applies to you, please contact us as detailed. 

mailto:admin@holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk
mailto:admin@holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk
https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals
https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions&data=05|01||956d3afc468443b9e99008da8ce23e87|a8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f|0|0|637977200578839085|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWw
https://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions-booklets-policies-and-forms/admission-booklets




Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Compassion 

 - kindness, service of neighbour 

“When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for 
her.” (7:13), Good Samaritan (10:36) 

Congratulations to the following children who         
received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Javonte-Blu Paraman-Humes Grasshoppers: Viktoria Semenka 

 Hedgehogs: Freddie Wink        Squirrels: Kiera Noonan     

 Badgers: Kennah-Kah Ajong  Foxes: Isabella Tyson       

 Hares: Praise Owolabi   Rabbits: Hector Onwurah    

 Kingfishers:  Rhianne-Joy Hombre Robins: Benjamin Thorp         

 Eagles:  Lucia Pintilei   Owls: Isabella Cundins 

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are    
Ladybirds achieving a fantastic 100% attendance. Well done! The   
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are Rabbits attaining 99%    
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child 
displays any COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test     
before they may attend school. There is no need to keep your child 
off with a common cold, if they are well enough to come in.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 
9am either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report 
absence option on every day of absence. We need full 
details of why your child is unable to attend school. We 
are frequently having to contact parents, to find out 
why their child is absent from school.  

Butterflies   99% 

Ladybirds  100% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 91% 

Hedgehogs 99% 

Squirrels 97% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 94% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 99% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 98% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 18 September, Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 16:1-13   

 
"You cannot be the slave of both God and money."  

This parable gives an example of someone focused on themselves. They act from a worldly perspective, 

rather than a heavenly perspective. 

 

However, this Gospel tells us that there are greater riches - heavenly riches. These riches are the 

sharing of the Kingdom of God. God gives us exactly what we need to bring him glory each day. We are 

given 'little things' to help bring about God's great things. Whilst money can help situations of       

poverty and injustice, and God loves a generous giver, God can bring about his justice and love         

predominantly through our open hearts to his will.   

 

Prayer brings change. Political action in campaigning, signing petitions or voting brings change. Sharing 

the faith with others, and encouraging each other in our stewardship of the earth, brings change. The 

'little things' we do for the planet's healing and revival bring change. 

 

We should not underestimate what God has given us, as ways of bringing change. Neither should we 

underestimate the genuine riches that God will share, if only we are willing to serve him.   

God, please help us to root ourselves in your truth and love. Help us to act, knowing we are yours, 

and you are our father. Help us to use what we can to build your Kingdom of justice.  

Amen.   

The Words of Pope Francis 

Grateful hearts overflowing with praise harbour no    
regrets, but welcome each day as a grace. 
#ApostolicJourney 











House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St George 

 

Menu Week 1           Diary Dates    

Monday 19th September 

School Closed 

 

Tuesday 20th September 

Kingfishers Burwell trip 

Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Y5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Wednesday 21st September 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Sports Competition Training 
3:15 -  4:15 

Thursday 22nd September 

KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 - 4:10  

Friday 23rd September 

Robins Gibberd Gardens trip 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4.15  

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Happy Birthday 1st to 18th September to… 

Vienna-Baye Maycock, Arthur Branch Dexter, Ena Bulmuo, Casey Okpanachi,        
Clara Stewart, Dominic Annobil, Betty Asare, Hudson Hollingworth, Nellie Tupper, 
Phoebe Tupper, Kingsley Udeagha, Maxon Wienzek, Logan Coombe 

Merit Certificates: 

 

  

Dragonflies:  Amelia Ogodan, for a great start to Year 1 

Grasshoppers: Abigail Olagunju, for always being positive and trying hard in every lesson  

Hedgehogs: Thea Dixon, for working exceptionally hard during independent writing  

Squirrels:  Tadhg Hanifin-Flynn, for always trying hard in everything he does 

Badgers:  Diale Edhabha, for a fantastic star to Year 3 and always trying his best 

Foxes:  Vienna-Baye Maycock, for a fantastic start to Year 3 and producing some beautiful work 

Hares:  Roxanne Hand,  for her determination in swimming 

Rabbits:  Ella Thorpe, for being a patient and calm learning partner 

Kingfishers: Nicholas Nikolov, for fantastic effort in all lessons 

Robins:  Darcie Bethell, for her excellent effort in Maths , as well as supporting peers with their 
   work 

Eagles:  Betty Asare, for settling so well into Year 6 and for her superb cooking homework!   

Owls:   Betty Kingston-Hyde, for a great start to Year 6 

   


