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11th November 2022 

 
Reflection on the week: On Armistice Day today, we remember the sacrifice that 
our brave servicemen and servicewomen have made in the great wars and conflicts 
and are still making today in current conflicts. We pray and hope for peace in our 
world so that everyone can feel safe and be free. Our Gospel Value this week has 
been LOVE. The children have been thinking about being like Jesus and showing 
deep love from their hearts, for everyone around them, for the environment and 
for themselves. Love is never greater than when we think of others and consider 
their needs above our own.  
 
Wishing our families many blessings,  
 
Mrs Kerrell  
Headteacher 
 
Lest We Forget 
 
To mark Armistice Day today, we held a whole school two minutes silence today at 11.00am. All of our Year 6  
pupils walked to the local memorial and laid a poppy wreath on behalf of our school.  
 
Thank you for your generous donations to the poppy appeal over the last week, we know that the Royal British 
Legion will be very grateful for all the money that we have raised. 
 
Please note that the snap bands sold as part of the Poppy Appeal are not to be worn to school, from Monday    
onwards.  
 

 
 
Parents Evenings 
Thank you to parents who were able to come along to the Parents Evenings this week. We really enjoyed 
meeting with you and sharing the good news about how your child is getting on so far this term. We 
have sent all parents and carers a link to our Parent Survey. Please complete it (if you haven’t 
already) as your thoughts and opinions are very important to us. This is a link to the Parent Survey.  
We will next report to parents just before Christmas when you will receive your child’s short Autumn term     
report. 
 
Reading Zone 
We are excited to invite our parents to the first Reading Zone session next week. This will take place on 
Tuesday 15th November from 8.50am-9.15am. Please come to Reception where we will meet you and 
take you to join the session. 
 

https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?origin=OfficeDotCom&lang=en-GB&route=Start&subpage=design&id=kjU7IUceW0CwMKy7Y6jIhRkpft6TxWdMiJxeJDF3SVZURDFKTjFWTjJNOENRSUwxSFFITTQ3WTFaUi4u


Maths Policies 
We had several requests for help with how to solve maths calculations at Parents’ Evenings. We therefore 
thought that it would be helpful to send out our Maths Calculation Policies which is also on the school 
website. 
 
A note from Mrs Noonan our Maths Subject Leader: 
 
Dear parents, 
 
Please find attached the Calculation Policy we use in our maths lessons. 
In each document, you will find lots of examples, images and methods that we use to 
teach addition, subtraction, multiplication and division in class. We hope that these will 
help you to support your children with their maths homework as you can see the 
methods that we are using. 
 
Efficient, formal written methods of course are taught later on in primary school but by 
using the different methods and using a variety of apparatus helps children to have a 
good understanding of maths concepts before they use the written methods. 
If you have any questions, please speak to your class teacher and they will be happy to 
show you which method they are using in their class. 
 
Prefects  
We could not be prouder of all of our Year 6 pupils. Today each Year 6 pupil was rewarded with a Prefect 
Badge to show that we recognise that they are shining to the rest of the school. Wearing their badge 
shows that we have faith in them to lead the way for all of our pupils; living out our 9 Gospel Values and 
showing excellent learning and social behaviour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Head Girls and Head Boys 
 
In addition to our Prefects we have also     
appointed 2 Head Boys and 2 Head Girls from 
Owl and Eagle Class. We have chosen: Rochelle, 
Bella, James and Connor because they always 
make good choices and demonstrate all of the 
qualities that we expect from our pupils at 
Holy Cross. A huge well done to all of our Year 
6 children. 
 
 



December Dates 
 
The office sent out the important dates for December this week. Please read these carefully so that you 
know when different Christmas events are happening and save the date. 
 
We would love to see you at the Parish Bazaar on Sunday 20th November at 12pm until 2pm. Tickets for the 
Luxury Christmas hampers will be on sale from Monday. 
 
Year 5 Mass 
 
We are extending a warm invitation to all our Year 5 families to join us for the Year group Mass next 
week on Thursday 17th November at 2.00pm. We hope to see you in the church. 
 
Multi Faith Week 
 
As part of our Come and See RE curriculum next week we will be learning about Judaism. We are looking 
forward to the opportunity to learn about how people of other Faith Groups worship so that we can 
deepen our understanding and have respect for others. 
 
 
Dodgeball 
 
Well done to the two dodgeball teams. They     
finished runners-up in their group and              
represented the school brilliantly.  
 
Basketball trials continue next week for Years 5 & 
6, ahead of their competition on  25th November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Gifts  

The last day for orders for the Christmas cards, magnets and mugs etc. is 
Thursday 17th November.  Please ensure you have returned the order form 
and paid on Pupil Asset or by cash by the end of school that day. 

 

School Photographs 

School photographs need to be ordered by Sunday 20th November for them to be delivered, for free, to the 
school. Photographs can be ordered after this date, however postage to your home will be at an additional 
charge. Photographs can be ordered from happydaysphoto.co.uk . 

 

Art Calendar Competition 

Thank you to everyone who entered the Art Calendar competition. We had so many wonderful entries, that it 
made our job very hard to pick the winners.  Congratulations to:    

  

  Dragonflies: Maria Cristina Ghira   Grasshoppers: Luca Cushway 

  Hedgehogs: Mayah Rupasinghe   Squirrels: Kiera Noonan 

  Badgers: Diana Serekaite    Foxes: Feodora Benghea 

  Hares: Praise Owolabi     Rabbits: Ella Thorpe 

  Kingfishers: Rhianne-Joy Hombre   Robins: Blanka Trus 

  Eagles: Lilly Bergamini     Owls: Katie Johns 

The calendar will be available to order very soon! 

https://happydaysphoto.co.uk/


Pupil Premium Funding in Key Stage 1 and 2/Free School Meals in Key Stage 2 

Our school can obtain additional funding to support your child’s education and if you’re a parent whose child is 
in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) they could avail of free school lunches. Please read the information below and if 
this applies to you, please contact us as detailed. 

 

Pupil Premium in Key Stage 1 

If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2  
and if you meet any of the eligibility criteria  
below, our school will receive extra funding called 
‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to     
improve the educational provision and resources at 
our school to help your child. 

 

At Holy Cross, we receive an extra funding for every 
eligible pupil who is registered. 

  

To apply please contact:  

admin@holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk  or telephone  
Mrs. Thomas on 01279-424452 

  

 

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium in 
Key Stage 2 

Children in E.Y.F.S, Years 1 and 2 are automatically  
entitled to a free school lunch under the                
Governments’ Universal Infant Free School Meal 
scheme, this stops when children enter Year 3. 

However, if you meet the eligibility criteria below, 
your child may be entitled to a free school lunch. 

In addition to free school lunch our school will         
receive extra funding called ‘pupil premium’. We use 
this extra money to  improve the educational          
provision and resources at our school to help your 
child. 

 

To apply please use this link 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals 

  

  

Your child may be eligible for free school meals if you are receiving any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• Child Tax Credit (not Working Tax Credit), with an annual income below £16,190 

• Pension Guarantee Credit 

• Employment and Support Allowance, income related 

• Support under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act, 1999 

• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit, with a household income of £7,400 or less (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

Does my child have to eat the free school meals? 

No, pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible 
but you want your child to have packed lunches you should still register because the school 
will receive  funding which can support your child in other ways. 

  

mailto:admin@holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk
https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals


 Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Love 

- generosity, magnanimity 

“Love your enemies.” (6:27), 

“This is my body given for you.” (21:19) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies:  Aidan Ebin    Grasshoppers:  Jude McKie 

 Hedgehogs:   Poppy McIntyre   Squirrels:   Christabel Nyarko-Mensah  

 Badgers:   Parker Loughran-Ricketts Foxes:  Andriya Ebin    

 Hares:   David Owolabi   Rabbits:  Giusepe Portaro   

 Kingfishers:  Daisy Lane    Robins:  Jake Sinyakin                                                                                                                                 

 Eagles:   Ini Oyelami     Owls:    Marian Marti  

    

Wow what a great success the discos were last Friday, the kids danced the evening 
away. 

We had the biggest turn out we have ever had, with 80% of the school attending. 

When we set out to do the discos we just wanted to give them something for the    
children to look forward to after the last 2 years. 

But it exceeded our expectations and the children (and the staff) had a great time. 

  

Of course this did come with some learning curves and we will take this with us to the next event. 

We would like to thank all of the parents and staff that helped us set up, stay at the discos and even tidy up at 
the end. Without this it could not have happened. 

We had such a large number of people offer to help and sorry we couldn’t use you all, but we will have more 
events and we will reach out again. 

  

So we are pleased to say we made a profit of £651.71 after all expenses. 

Here is to another disco in the very near future. 

  

We are holding a meeting on Monday at 9am in the parish hall to talk about up-
coming events and Christmas plans. 

If you can spare some time, we would love to see you. 

  

The Friends of Holy Cross 

  





Donations of candles, toiletries, bottles  and sweets gratefully received  



 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

  Hedgehogs: Jayden Ondiege   Squirrels:  Maya Kluza      

  Badgers: Naya Kruszniewska Quental Foxes: Jackson Pavelin      

  Hares: Cristiana Sirghe   Rabbits: Eliana Owusu-Adu    

  Kingfishers:  Jermaine Ondiege  Robins: Will Banister-How     

  Eagles: Christopher Annobil  Owls:  Bree Onwurah     
  

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are But-
terflies achieving 97% attendance. Well done! The winners of the KS2 
Attendance Award are Foxes, attaining 98% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child   
displays any COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test      
before they may attend school. There is no need to keep your child off 
with a common cold, if they are well enough to come in.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  97% 

Ladybirds  96% 

Dragonflies 95% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 92% 

Squirrels 93% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 93% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 96% 

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence option on  
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is  
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact   
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 11 November, Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 21:5-19  

 

 

"I myself shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents will 

be able to resist or contradict."   

Jesus warns the disciples that they face difficult times ahead. They may be persecuted, imprisoned, 

brought before kings and governors because of their faith in him.   

 

And yet, they are not to prepare their defence. They are to trust in God to give them the words to 

bear witness and convince others of the truth.   

 

As someone with a deep-seated fear of public speaking, this is really challenging to me. The idea of 

what others may think of me fills me with dread and leads me to keep silent too often.   

 

But really, what is the worst that can happen to me on the occasions when I find myself called to 

speak out? People may laugh. They may disagree with me. I might face criticism or lose friends.  

 

CAFOD supports many people throughout the world who still face imprisonment, persecution and death 

for taking a courageous stand in their own countries and communities. They speak out for peace, the 

protection of the earth and for the rights of people who are poor and marginalised.   

 

So today, maybe I need to let go of my concerns about what others may think of me and trust in God 

to give me the words to speak out for what I believe in.   

Will you try to do the same?  

God of wisdom, give us the courage to speak out for what is right. Help us to find the words to 

add our voices to those of our sisters and brothers calling out for peace and justice in our world. 

Amen.   

The Words of Pope Francis 

Behold Christ’s power: love. The greatness of his power does not 
derive from the force of violence, but from the weakness of love. 
He gives us the strength to love like he loved: unconditionally,   
always everyone, even our enemies. #ApostolicJourney 











House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St David 

 

Menu Week 1           Diary Dates      

Monday 14th November 

Multi Faith Week 

Operation Christmas Child 

Rabbits Swimming Lesson 

Y1 & Y2 Multisports 3:10 - 
4:10   

Tuesday 15th November 

Y5 & Y6 Reading Zone 8:50 

Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Y5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Wednesday 16th November 

Y4 Eucharist Service 9:00 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Y5 & 6 Basketball Competition 
Trials 3:15 - 4:15  

 

Thursday 17th November 

Y5 & 6 Reading Zone 8:50 

Hedgehogs Library Visit 9:00 

Y5 Mass 2:00 

KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 - 4:10 

 

Friday 18th November 

Year 3 Colchester Castle 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 - 9:30 

KS1 Assembly 2:30 - 3:00 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4.15  

Youth Group (Parish Hall)
Y4, Y5 & Y6  6:00 -7:30 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Frankie Cripps, Layla Faulkner, Riley O’Sullivan, Liliana Smaglo, Laela Spicer,          
Jacob Kluska, Korneliusz Adamczak, Hermione O’Brien, Thankgod Oregbhemhe, 
Archie Vetori & Layla Still.  

 

Headteacher Awards: 

Kayla Umaru, for creating an outstanding Saints project 

 

Golden Awards: 

 

Dragonflies:  Edie Fitzpatrick, for trying really hard in maths  

Grasshoppers: Emilia Janczewska, for always working hard in every subject 

Hedgehogs: Eddie Cox, super work in phonics  

Squirrels:  Charlotte Nyarko-Mensah, for working hard in all areas 

Badgers:  Paris Goddard, for always being so enthusiastic and trying her best 

Foxes:  Sid Cundins, for fantastic effort in all lessons and great contributions to class discussions 

Hares:  Mahayla Hackett, for her incredible attitude in all lessons 

Rabbits:  Elliot Thomson, for his amazing persuasive letter and neat handwriting 

Kingfishers: The whole class, for outstanding homework 

Robins:  Indie Usedon-Duff, for excellent effort in all subjects 

Eagles:  Alex Embley, for excellent effort especially in literacy 

Owls:   Isla Marsh-Gray, for always producing great homework 

  

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

                                  
Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelliher 


