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2nd December 2022 

 
Reflection on the week: 

This week has been an exciting and joyful time. On Sunday the first candle was lit 
on the Advent Wreath and we lit our own first candle on our school Advent 
Wreath at our Monday Assembly. Staff then worked hard after school on Monday 
decorating the school with lots of the childrenõs wonderful work. Our youngest 
children have been practising so hard for their Nativity Play and I know that they 
are excited to present it to parents and carers next week. Our Year 2 pupils are 
also practising for their Carol Concert.  

At this special time of waiting we are reminded of the Psalm from the Readings 
of the first Sunday of Advent,  

    Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
    May those who love you prosper! 

    May peace be within your walls, 
    prosperity in your buildings. 
    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

     Psalm 122: 6-7 

Wishing our families many blessings, 

Mrs Kerrell  

Headteacher  
 
 
Christmas at Holy Cross 
 
Next week we will be having many Christmas activities and events. These will include our Reception and Year 1 
Nativity performances on Tuesday and Wednesday next week. Siblings and Years 2 and 3 will watch a Dress   
Rehearsal of the performance in the hall and we will video it so that the rest of the older children can watch it 
in their classrooms. 
 
Next week we will also have Christmas Jumper Day, and a Panto performance in school on Thursday. We have a 
great selection of second-hand Christmas jumpers available for Ã2.00 from the office. Payment for the panto is 
Ã4 and on Pupil Asset. 
 
On Friday we will have Our Festival of Light Celebrations in the church for Key Stage One and Key Stage 2. We 
will be sending home instructions about how to make a Christingle that the children should bring to school next 
week. We would like to extend a warm invitation to our parents to join us for the services next week. Please   
remember to check the December dates so that you know what is coming up each day. 
 
 
Class Parties 
 
The children will be having their class Christmas parties on Wednesday 14th December. Class teachers will be 
putting a list of food on Tapestry or Seesaw and so that everyone contributes to the party, we would appreciate 
if you could let the class teacher know what you are going to bring. 
 
 
 
 



 Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Compassion 

 - kindness, service of neighbour 

òWhen the Lord saw her, he had compassion for 
her.ó (7:13), Good Samaritan (10:36) 

Congratulations to the following children who      
received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies:  Grace Kavanagh  Grasshoppers:  Stephanie Naydenova 

 Hedgehogs:  Eliora Koranteng  Squirrels:  Kodie Moyns     

 Badgers:  Oliver Danel  Foxes:  Sofia Dubencu    

 Hares:   Sophie Philpot  Rabbits:  Annaliesa Osei-Flint    

 Kingfishers:  Heather Owusu-Kumi Robins:  Faith Williams                                                                                                                                 

 Eagles:   Lehna Ajong  Owls:   Farrah Kent  

    

 

Reading Zone 

We are excited to invite our Reception parents to the Reading Zone session this week. This will take place on 
Tuesday 6th December and Thursday 8th December from 8.50am-9.15am. Please come to Reception where we 
will meet you and take you to join the session. 

Please remember that it is very important that you read with your child three times per week and sign their   
diary. Reading at home with you, not always their school book, is more important now than ever as Reading       
underpins so much of what your child learns at school. 

 

A Taste of Ancient Egypt 

Hares have been in the kitchen this week creating bread using 
an ancient Egyptian recipe. This ties in with their Ancient Egypt 
topic and also gives them a practical opportunity to put their 
maths skills to the test, with weighing and measuring. 

  

 

 



 

 
Christmas Calendar of Events 

Tuesday 6th December 

Reception and Year 1 Nativity production 2pm (ticket only) 

Wednesday 7th December 

Reception and Year 1 Nativity production 2pm (ticket only) 

Reception and Year 1 Nativity production 6pm (ticket only) 

Thursday 8th December 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Christmas Pantomime 

Friday 9th December 

Festival of Light KS2 9am in Holy Cross church 

Festival of Light KS1 2pm in Holy Cross church 

Tuesday 13th December 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas lunch 

Years 3,4,5 and 6 bring in a packed lunch 

Year 2 Carol Concert (2pm) Holy Cross church  (no ticket required) 

Year 2 Carol Concert (6pm) Holy Cross church (no ticket required) 

Wednesday 14th December  

All pupils bring in packed lunch 

Class Christmas parties 1.30pmñ3pm 

Thursday 15th December 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Christmas lunch 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 bring in a packed lunch 

Tuesday 20th December 

Last day of term.  

Finish times are as follows: 

Reception at 1.20pm from the Reception playground 

Rest of the school 1.30pm from the main playground 

Holy Cross Parish Church Christmas Services 

             15th December:            St Marks Carol Service         7pm 

 Christmas Eve:       Carol Service     5pm  

      Family Mass    5:30pm 

     Carol Service    10pm  

     Midnight Mass   11pm  

Christmas Day:   Mass     11am 

St Stephens Day (Boxing day) :Mass    12pm 

Saturday 31st December:  Mass    5:30pm 

           Sunday 1st January:         Mass          9am & 11am   



Christmas Cards  

The Christmas card post box will open on Thursday 1st December and will be 
located outside the school office door. Please remind your children to post 
their cards here and not to hand them out in class. They will be collected, 
sorted and delivered to the correct classes. Please remember to write the 





 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

  Hedgehogs: Krzysztof Czarny  Squirrels:  Lucas Cater        

  Badgers: Paris Goddard  Foxes:  Barry Tanu      

  Hares: Stanislaw Marti  Rabbits: Khalisa Shafi-King       

  Kingfishers:  Olivia Janczewska Robins: Bryan Udeagha       

  Eagles:       Mmasi Ihekaigbo-Iwuaba Owls: Maja Owczarz      
   

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are   
Squirrels achieving a fantastic 100% attendance. Well done! The      
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are Hares, attaining 97%      
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, un-
less they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so im-
portant and makes a huge difference to your childõs learning. The 
gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child   
displays any COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test      
before they may attend school. There is no need to keep your child 
off with a common cold, if they are well enough to come in.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  84% 

Ladybirds  99% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 97% 

Squirrels 100% 

Badgers 94% 

Foxes 92% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 93% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 93% 

Owls 95% 

It is essential you notify us of your child�·s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence option on  
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is  
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact   
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school.  


