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Reflection on the week: 
This week we have been reflecting on the message from last Sunday’s Gospel; 
‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the   
water I give them will never thirst’. We hear how following the example of Jesus 
and the word of God will lead us to eternal life. We heard how Jesus sat down at 
the well to rest because He was tired form walking in the heat of the sun. 
We are reminded that it is important to take some time to rest and refresh and 
I hope that all of our mums, grandmas and other important women in the lives of 
our children, are treated to a rest this Sunday and reminded of how special you 
are and the amazing job that you do. We remember Mary our Mother this     
weekend and know that she is always there for us. 
  
Wishing everyone many blessings, 
  

Mrs Kerrell 

Headteacher 
 
 
 
Voice in a Million 
 
What an amazing experience The Choir had at Voice in a Million on Wednesday evening! I was privileged to go 
with the children and we all had a great time singing and dancing our hearts out. Thank you to parents who came 
along to Wembley Arena to support the children and my thanks also to Mrs Mills, Miss Clarke, Mrs Cater and Mr 
Owusu-Boateng for accompanying the children. Thanks also to Miss Seers and her dad, for creating our         
wonderful  banner. We were sad that Mrs Plowman could not join us but we wish her well. My extra special 
thanks to Mrs Slater for organising our attending the event-a huge job! I was incredibly proud to be the 
Headteacher of Holy Cross PA on Wednesday night. 
 
Parenting in the digital World 
Our children are living in a world surrounding by technology and the call to be available 24/7! As parents it can 
often be a minefield trying to navigate what is safe, what is appropriate and just how to work and control all the 
apps that our children are attached to. 
 
We would like to offer parents and carers the opportunity to attend an online information session (there is no 
need to participate in any discussions) on Thursday 23rd March at 7pm. It will be on Zoom so it will be easy to 
log in from home. The session will be led by a professional and experienced presenter who will guide us through 
some of the minefields of Parenting in the Digital Age. 
 
The session comes highly recommended from other parents of other schools and best of all it is completely 
free! All we need is your time, the session will last approximately 90 minutes. We will also be sending out an       
information pack, by email to all parents to go with the session, although this can also be useful on its own if you 
cannot attend. 
  
Science Week 
Thank you to parents who joined us on Tuesday this week for the postponed science sessions and the parent  
information session. A big thank you to Miss Reeves for organising such a wonderful week of fun for the whole 
school. 
 
Class Easter Hampers 
Thank you to everyone who has brought in their contribution for the class Easter hampers. If you have not    
already brought in an Easter item, please bring it to school next week. Raffle tickets are already on sale from 
the school office, priced at £1 per strip.  



Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Grasshoppers achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners 
of the KS2 Attendance Award, for the second week running, are         
Hedgehogs, attaining 98% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday,          
unless they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so    
important and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. 
The gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence     
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to  
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s      
absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the 
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

 

 

Butterflies  87% 

Ladybirds  90% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 99% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 92% 

Badgers 98% 

Foxes 95% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 93% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 93% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 92% 
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Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Poppy McIntyre  Squirrels:          

 Badgers:  Zofia Rutkowska  Foxes:  April Thorp       

 Hares:   Rohan Clennell   Rabbits:  Giuseppe Portaro      

 Kingfishers:   Hadassar Mbugua  Robins:   Blanka Trus       

 Eagles:  Alex Embley  Owls:   Tinashe Agyare     
              

 Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Love 

 - generosity, magnanimity 

“Love your enemies.” (6:27), 

“This is my body given for you.” (21:19) 
       

Congratulations to the following children who  received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:   Tilly Johnson Ladybirds:  Grace Izuka      

 Dragonflies:  Lillian Henry Grasshoppers: Anashe Mhiribidi     

 Hedgehogs:      Squirrels:  River Harris-Lyons     

 Badgers:  Skyla Hand  Foxes:  Axel Osijo      

 Hares:   Jeremy Cox  Rabbits:  Khalisa Shafi-King     

 Kingfishers:  Amelia Randle Robins:  Kiera Hodgkinson                                                                                                                                 

 Eagles:   Ena Bulmuo  Owls:   Maja Owczarz     
                  



The Words of Pope Francis 

In the Season of Lent, let us learn to allow the Holy Spirit to 
form us so that our prayer might become a living testimony of 
God’s tenderness for every person experiencing difficulty. 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 19 March, Fourth Sunday of Lent: John 9: 1-41  

  

 

“As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."  

This weekend we celebrate Laetare Sunday. Laetare means ‘to rejoice’ or ‘to be joyful’ and 

there is much to celebrate in the readings the Church offers us. In drawing close to Jesus, 

the Light of the World, we can come to see things anew.  

It is also Mothering Sunday, so we celebrate mothers everywhere, and pray for all who have 

nurtured us. 

Shukla, a young widowed mother from southern Bangladesh who experienced a time of great 

darkness, now has much to celebrate. Her husband’s death left her depressed and withdrawn, 

until a community group, the Bangladesh Association for Sustainable Development, gently   

encouraged her to join their meetings. 

“I am extremely grateful to BASD,” Shukla says. “My life was plunged into darkness until they 

brought me into the light, and it was by holding their hands that I stepped into this new 

phase in my life. It feels like I’ve been through a really long journey.” 

Shukla now has a flourishing garden of fruit and vegetables. Her six-year-old son loves to join 

her in  planting flowers and watering trees. She has a newfound confidence, helping others to 

learn the skills she has gained and seeking especially to empower other women: “I used to be 

very quiet and I was scared of talking to people, and now I can talk to anyone.” 

As Christians, we are called not to be blind to injustice and suffering. Instead, like the  

neighbours who reached out to Shukla, we should open our eyes and seek to encourage and 

support others. This Lent, let’s pray that our gift of faith will illumine our hearts and minds 

to walk in God’s ways as ‘children of light’.  

Jesus, Light of the World, 

give me eyes to see injustice 

and to recognise you  

in my sisters and brothers. 

Give me eyes of wisdom, 

to know how to respond 

to the needs of the world.  

Amen.   











 

Menu - week 1           Diary Dates      

Monday 20th March 

Year 6 Reconciliation  

Level 1 Bikeability 

Owls Swimming  

Y1 & Y2 Multisports     
3:10 - 4:10   

Y1 & Y2 Just Dance           
3:10 - 4:00 

Y1 & Y2 Cosmic Yoga    

3:10 - 4:00 

Y3 & Y4 International Club          
3:15 - 4:00  

KS2 Chess Club 3:15 - 4:15 

Tuesday 21st March 

Foxes Library Visit 9:00 

Badgers Library Visit 10:30 

Year 5 Reconciliation 

Year 2 KS1 SATs Meeting 3:15 

Y3 & Y4 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Y5 & Y6 Football 3:15 - 4:15    

 

Wednesday 22nd March 

Year 4 Reconciliation 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Year 6 KS2 SATs Meeting 
3:30 

 

Friday 24th March 

Grasshoppers’ Shrek’s  
Adventure Trip 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 2:30 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4.15 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Jeremy Cox, Hector Onwurah, Joel Boateng, Benjamin Thorp, Zach Umaru, 
Justin Nguyen, Bree Onwurah, Arribella Jones, Lucia Pintilei, Georgie White, 
Tadhg Hanifin-Flynn & Adjoa Kwakye  

 

Headteacher Award 

Conor O’Rourke, for his fantastic presentation on the water cycle during our Science Week assembly 

Golden Awards: 

Butterflies: Zekari Mascoll, for a great attitude in our phonics group  

Ladybirds:  Gwenda Bosompem, for great spelling in phonics this week  

Dragonflies:   Edie Fitzpatrick, for working hard with her writing  

Grasshoppers: Georgie White, for writing a fantastic story  

Hedgehogs: Jaxon Bender, for a great positive approach to learning  

Squirrels:  Blake Leagas-Hyde, for always working so hard 

Badgers:  Riley O’Sullivan, for showing great passion towards science 

Foxes:  Caiden Aboagye-Manu, for a great attitude towards his learning especially on Science  
   week  

Hares:  Catherine Kazakov, for her amazing attitude in Science week 

Rabbits:  Ireoluwa Oyelami, for trying her best in all areas of the curriculum 

Kingfishers: Samuel Shoji-Akinwale, for working really hard in maths  

Robins:  Josie Ogbonze, for always trying her very best in all subjects of the curriculum 

Eagles:  Lehna Ajong, for excellent PSHE work this week. Well done! 

Owls:   Clay McQuillan-Clark, for a fantastic attitude to his learning this week 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

      Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelliher 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Andrew’s 

Thursday 23rd March 

Dragonflies’ Shrek’s       
Adventure Trip  

Year 4 Reconciliation 

Owls Library Visit 9:30  

Eagles Library Visit 10:30 

Y1 & Y2 Football 3:10 - 
4:10 

KS2 Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Parents Online Safety 
Course 7:00 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    


