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Reflection on the week:  
 
The children have all made a fantastic start to the    summer term and we have 
been pleased to see a glimpse of warmer and sunnier weather. We are reflecting 
on the message of the Gospel this week, to trust in God even when we can’t see 
Him; to know that He is there for us always. These words will carry us through 
the next few weeks as we prepare our Year 6 children for their SATs tests. 
Sometimes, when we look to the future it can feel overwhelming but when we put 
our trust in God we can climb mountains!  
 
We are looking forward to lots of exciting events this term including              
International Week and Sports Day. Of course, we will be celebrating the      
Coronation of King Charles III and plan to celebrate with a special picnic. The 
dates of these events and other important happenings are all on the school     
calendar so please have a look so that nothing important gets missed out.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend  

 

Mrs Kerrell 

Headteacher 
 
Tree of Remembrance 
 
In memory of our previous, wonderful Headteacher Miss McGuiggan a Cherry Tree has been planted just 
inside the school entrance gates, by the statue of Mary. There is a little plaque of remembrance and we 
would appreciate you taking a few minutes to read it and have a moment of thanks and quiet reflection. 
Father Bernard has blessed the tree and we hope that as it flourishes that you will have happy memories 
of Miss McGuiggan. 
 
Thank you to Creative Landscapes for the donation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oftsed Report 
 
We are pleased that our Ofsted Report has now been published and that 
we can share the great news with you that we continue to be a GOOD 
school. We have sent a copy of the Report out to parents, carers and 
staff today and we would encourage everyone to read the wonderful 
things that the Report says about our school.  
 
Thank you for your support. 



Safeguarding Concern 
 
I would like to draw parents and carers attention to a concerning online character, ‘Huggy Wuggy’. This 
character is appearing on Tik Tok and You Tube currently and may be frightening for children as it jumps 
out from the screen. One of the lyrics from a song on the video the character is in says, ‘“Cause I could 
just hug you here. Forever, forever. Till you breathe your last breath.” 
 
The age rating for this character and the game that it is in is 13+. Parents may want to check if their 
children are accessing this character. For information about this concerning trend please follow this link 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andyrobertson/2022/04/15/dont-panic-what-parents-really-need-to- 
know-about-huggy-wuggy/?sh=2f2aadb24422 
 
Curriculum Letters 
 
The Curriculum letters for your child’s year group will be published on Monday on the school website. 
The Curriculum letter will give you information about what your child is learning this term. 
 
PE KIT 
 
From this term, we will be making some adaptations to the school PE kit making the material easier to 
launder and more comfortable and smarter to wear. We are now going to have a green sports shirt and black 
training pants. These must have the school logo on and be purchased from our uniform supplier. The children 
should also have black sports shorts for PE; not cycling shorts or leggings please. 
 
Children can continue to wear the current PE kit until the end of the summer term and the new kit will 
be the set PE uniform from September. 
 
 
Summer Uniform  
 
Our school uniform is very important to the ethos of our school. We wear our uniform with pride as pupils of 
Holy Cross Catholic Primary Academy and it is therefore important that parents and carers support us with 
keeping our standards of how we present ourselves high.  
 
We are now in our summer uniform but I do appreciate that the weather is still chilly. Therefore, for a short 
interim period we allow polo shirts to be worn with trousers rather than shorts. However, once the weather 
warms up children must wear shorts with polo shirts which is in line with the uniform policy. Please do not mix 
and match the winter and the summer uniform.  
 
For guidance please follow the link below which will inform you of what this looks like and the items that are 
part of our summer uniform https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=101 
 
SATs 
 
Our Year 6 pupils are busy preparing for their SATs tests. The tests will be form Tuesday 9th to Friday 12th 
May (inclusive) and all Year 6 pupils must be in school, on each day of the tests please. We will offer our 
Year 6 pupils only (not siblings) a free SATs breakfast from 8am, in the Parish Hall, on the morning of 
each test. We hope that this will give them lots of energy and get them into the best mindset for the test. 
 
Reports 
 
Your child’s Spring report was sent home just before the Easter holidays. Please complete the parent 
reply slip and return to the office or the class teacher as soon as possible. 
 
Staff Changes 
 
I wrote to parents earlier this week to share the good news that Mrs Kelliher has been appointed as the 
new Headteacher of St Joseph The Worker Primary School in Hutton. He will sadly be leaving us at the 
end of this academic year. Also, sadly leaving us at the end of this year will be Mrs Hughes (Miss Clark), 
Year 5 Kingfishers Teacher. 
 
We are wishing Mrs Sontag, Year 1 Dragonflies TA, lots of luck as she goes on Maternity Leave next 
Friday. Mrs Ferjani who supports Dragonflies in the afternoons will move from Year 3 Foxes to be all day 
in Dragonflies, from 2nd May. Mrs Collins will then become the TA Monday to Friday for Foxes class. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/andyrobertson/2022/04/15/dont-panic-what-parents-really-need-to-
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andyrobertson/2022/04/15/dont-panic-what-parents-really-need-to-
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=101


Regina Coeli 
 
We were delighted to welcome Shay from our twin parish of Regina Coeli to our school on Monday. He 
spent the morning with us and some of the children had an opportunity to ask him questions about life 
in South Africa and his village. We wish him a safe journey home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Greenhouse 
 
Mrs Gallagher is looking for volunteers to help her put up 2 greenhouses on 
Saturday 29th April. If you are able to help, please let the school office 
know. 
 
    

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,           
Ladybirds achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, are Badgers, attaining 99% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday,      
unless they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so 
important and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The 
gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence option on   
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is  
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to  contact  
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not 
be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  98% 

Ladybirds  99% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 90% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 98% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 95% 



Congratulations April! 
 
Congratulations to April Thorp who received the  prestigious award of ‘Essex Scouts Beaver of the Year’.  
She won it for her ‘selfless actions raising money for charity, despite her own illness’ 
 
Well done April, we are very proud of you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Swimming Gala 
 
Year 3 and four represented our school in a local swimming gala. The children represented us impeccably and 
we couldn’t be prouder of the team work, determination and sportsmanship showed by all of our children. We 
were so proud to come 4th amongst the schools competing. Well done to everyone involved.  



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Dominic Annobil  Squirrels:  Alex Magryta       

 Badgers:  Skyla Hand   Foxes:  Axel Osijo       

 Hares:   Erin Page   Rabbits:  Aria McGinty      

 Kingfishers:   Iris Wells   Robins:  Darcie Bethell      

 Eagles:      Owls:   Maame-Yaa Prempeh    
                  

 Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Compassion 

 - kindness, service of neighbour 

“When the Lord saw her, he had           
compassion for her.” (7:13), Good           
Samaritan (10:36)     

Congratulations to the following children who  received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:   Nellie Tupper  Ladybirds:   Mia Melone      

 Dragonflies:  Christina Ghira  Grasshoppers: Oba Akibola      

 Hedgehogs:   Mariella Messer  Squirrels:  Adam Bujnowski     

 Badgers:  Priscilla Asare  Foxes:  Erin Florido      

 Hares:   Aurora Boyce-Grace Rabbits:  Marshall Pavelin     

 Kingfishers:  Mason Thompson  Robins:  Rafe Norris                                                                                                                                  

 Eagles:   Marissa Fraser  Owls:   Janell Muigai    
                 
         



 

 

 

 

 Based on the gospel for Sunday 23 April, Third Sunday of Easter: Luke 24:13-35  

 

"You foolish men! So slow to believe."  

On the road to Emmaus, Jesus points out to the disciples how slow they are to believe all they 

have been taught. Just like the disciples, our world has been slow to believe warnings of     

climate change and global warming, first made over 100 years ago!   

In more recent times, St Oscar Romero uttered these prophetic words in 1979:  “We are   

polluting more and more. We made a commitment to God, that this nature is to be cared for 

by humankind. The covenant of humankind with God is not being carried out because           

humankind is the lord of nature and is becoming the exploiter of nature.”  

Yet these predictions have often been met with scepticism, criticism and a lack of action. 

Even today there are those who deny climate change, despite all they’ve been taught by the 

scientists and the evidence we see of harm being caused to our world.    

Campaigning in the face of those who are slow to believe may seem challenging. But we might 

take courage thinking of those who do so at great cost, such as the indigenous peoples of the 

Amazon murdered for seeking to protect their environment and their homeland from          

exploitation. 

Faced with what seems like an insurmountable challenge to protect our common home, St    

Oscar reassured us that while we cannot do everything, we can do something: in the lifestyle 

choices we make; in calling for change at every level of society, and in our prayers.  All small 

steps taken together to help protect God's kingdom.  

Lord Jesus, Protector of the Poor and the Oppressed, 

Let our faces not be downcast, strengthen us to answer your 

call to care for the wonders of God's creation. Show us the 

path of life to support our sisters and brothers who live each 

day with the harm being caused to our common home.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

God’s gaze never stops with our past filled of errors, but looks with 
infinite confidence at what we can become. 











 

New Menu week 2          Diary Dates      

Monday 17th April 

Robins Swimming  

Years 1 & 2 Drawing club   
3:10 - 4:10 

Years 1 & 2 Cosmic Yoga   
3:10 -    4:10 

Y3 & Y4 Cosmic Yoga        
3:15 - 4:15 

   

Tuesday 18th April 

Year 5 Reading Zone 9:00 

Year 3 & 4 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Year 5 & 6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Choir 3:15 - 4:15 

Wednesday 19th April 

Year 4 Parents Burwell    
Meeting 3.30 - 4:00 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Year 2 and 3 Gardening club 
3:15 - 4:15 

KS2 Rounders 3:15 - 4:15 

Friday 21st April 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 2:30 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4:15    

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Roman Kelly, Axel Osijo, Albie Gardner, Naomi Oregbhemhe &             
Javonte-Blu Paraman Humes 

 

Headteacher Award 

Elissa Okyere, for learning and sharing 13 bible scriptures with the whole congregation at her church - 
very impressive! 

 

Golden Awards: 

Butterflies: Cali Smith, for sharing brilliant and imaginative ideas at carpet time  

Ladybirds:  Arthur Sullivan, for great maths learning this half term 

Dragonflies:   Diona Sulaj, for her excellent attitude in writing   

Grasshoppers: Elaeh Robson,  for her fantastic R.E. work on Ash Wednesday  

Hedgehogs: Sebastian Gronert, for always being so helpful and willing to help others  

Squirrels:  Tilly Lentz,  for always trying her hardest 

Badgers:  Hendrix Johnson, for concentrating well in class and producing some brilliant work 

Foxes:  Sofia Dubencu,  for fantastic effort with her writing 

Hares:  Ella Tanu, for her brilliant attitude in R.E. 

Rabbits:  Cooper Leagas, for his amazing work on the Easter story! 

Kingfishers: Logan Coombe, for trying his best in maths  

Robins:  Amelia Tarczwska, for excellent effort in literacy 

Eagles:  Jake Doyle, for always working hard and following school expectations 

Owls:   Caitlin Masambique, for an excellent attitude to learning 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

      Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelliher 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Andrew’s 

Thursday 20th April 

Year 1 Football 3:10 - 4:10 

Year 2 Football 3:10 - 4:10 

  

 

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

 


