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16th June 2023 

Reflection on the week:  

This has been a great week full of fantastic learning opportunities. I have       
enjoyed visiting some of the children in their RE lessons and I have been        
impressed with their understanding of the importance of saying sorry when we 
have made mistakes and of showing forgiveness to others.  

We welcomed our  Governors into school on Tuesday for a Governor day which 
focused on our   Catholic Ethos and on how the children are being taught our 
Catholic RE curriculum. I am pleased to let you know that they were impressed 
with what they saw and happy that our children are receiving quality first   
teaching in RE. As always, our children were the stars and were keen to talk 
about how they  follow the example of Jesus, to be the best people they can.   

 Have a wonderful weekend,   

Mrs Kerrell 

Headteacher 
 
Fathers Day  
We wish all of our Dads and Grandads a great day on  
Sunday and we hope that you get a chance to rest and 
relax. Our own love and good wishes go to Father        
Bernard, our Holy Cross Father, who gives so much of his 
time and support to our school.  
 
 
 
Summer Fete  
 
I am very excited to take part in the summer Fete on 
Wednesday next week. I am looking forward to seeing all 
of the stalls, chatting with parents and to seeing the   
children having lots of fun. My sincere thanks to parents 
and carers who have contributed in any way to the Fete.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warm, sunny weather  
 
We are scheduled to have some very warm weather next week. Please make sure that you are following our    
summer uniform policy.  
 
Children must have sun cream applied before they come to school and we recommend the long-lasting sun cream. 
If not this, then they must have a named bottle of sunscreen in their bag and be able to apply it themselves. 
Please teach your child to do this over the weekend if they cannot already. Your child must have a named hat 
and a named water bottle in school every day. Sunglasses are not part of our school uniform.   
 
Personal hygiene is also very important in the warmer weather so please encourage your child to take a daily 
bath or shower and to use deodorant.   
 



Catholic Social Teaching  
 
We have been learning about the importance of Catholic Social Teaching in our lives. Our 9 Gospel Values are 
the bedrock of our school and what we would like the children to show to others. There are also 7 principles 
of Catholic Social Teaching and these underpin our Gospel Values. The Gospel values are the golden threads 
that weave through all that we do at Holy Cross and the Catholic Social Teaching principles are the silver 
threads that run from the Gospel Values. Our first board as everyone comes through into our school, shows 
this.   
  
Human Dignity is the cornerstone of these principles and the children have been learning about this, this 
week. We want our pupils to think about others and the dignity of human life as we are all made in the       
likeness of God and should therefore reflect this to others through our words and actions. 
 
We would like parents to support our work on Catholic Social Teaching at home and to find out more please 
follow this link: https://cafod.org.uk/pray/catholic-social-teaching .   
There is also a helpful video if you follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNcBCPVbYDU   

Choir Visit to Alexandra House Care Home  
On Saturday some of the choir visited Alexandra House Care Home, again, to sing for the residents. It was a 
lovely performance and thoroughly enjoyed by the residents.  
 
Thank you to the children for giving up your Saturday morning to brighten up someone else’s day. 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/catholic-social-teaching
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNcBCPVbYDU


Year 2 Trip to Colchester Zoo 

What a wonderful day Year 2 had at Colchester Zoo! The children fully immersed themselves into the trip and 
saw many amazing breeds of animals from all around the world! Our particular favourites were the sea lions, 
elephants and giraffes. The absolute highlight however was the parading Lion who seem to enjoy his time      
basking in the glorious sunshine. Lots of happy memories were made and the children were a credit to Holy 
Cross. Thank you to everyone who made the trip  such a success. 



Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,       
Squirrels, achieving 100% attendance. Well done! The joint winners 
of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Foxes, Hares and Eagles, attaining 
99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       
option on   every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is  unable to attend school. We are frequently having to    
contact  parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s  absence it 
may not be authorised.   

Butterflies  97% 

Ladybirds  93% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 90% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 100% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 99% 

Hares 99% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 96% 

Robins 94% 

Eagles 99% 

Owls 98% 

Year 5 & 6 Football Match 

Well done to the Year 5 & 6 footballers who played Pemberley Academy. The game resulted in a draw. 

Thank you to Mr and Mrs O’Rourke for there generous donation for the new school football kit.   



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Eliora Koranteng            

 Badgers:  Livia Mazurek   Foxes: Blake Simpson      

 Hares:   Charlee Vanderhyde  Rabbits: Frankie Cripps    

 Kingfishers:   Miles Agyei Frimpong  Robins: Mark Adjaye-Kwofie     

 Eagles:  Lehna Ajong   Owls:  Isaac Lieu      
                  

 Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Gentleness  

   - love and friendship 

“If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also.” (6:29) Samaritan Village (9:54) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:   Reginald Ruxton  Ladybirds:  Zora Svobodova     

 Dragonflies:  Kyren Laidley  Grasshoppers:  Arribella Jones      

 Hedgehogs:   Mariella Messer  Squirrels:  Tilly Lentz      

 Badgers:  Jayden Bancroft  Foxes:  Oliver Ruffell     

 Hares:   Brayan Wator  Rabbits:  Tehila Sambo     

 Kingfishers:  Jermaine Ondiege  Robins:  Mara Ciotoi                                   

 Eagles:   Gilda Bosompem  Owls:   Dominic Marshall    
                 
                 
      











 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 18 June, Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 9:36 - 10:8  

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were     

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd."  

Do you ever wonder about the meaning of the words used by those who wrote the gospels? 

In this gospel, the Greek word used for ‘compassion’, is the strongest one available. It describes the  

compassion which moves people to their very depths. 

 

Whenever Jesus met people who were suffering, we are told he longed to ease their pain. 

He met the sick and those who were blind, the widow whose son had died, 

the man with leprosy, the people who were tired, and had nothing to eat. 

 

In the time of Jesus, some of the leaders should have been giving these people comfort and help, 

but they did just the opposite. They bewildered them with complicated arguments about the Law. 

The religion they offered was a burden. They were burying people with the weight of the Law. 

 

May we never forget that when we meet people who are struggling we should not weigh them down with 

further burdens, but instead try to lift them up, offering them comfort and help. 

May the compassion of Jesus 

be visible in our lives 

through our loving care 

for all who are suffering. 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Jesus is the hand of the Father who never abandons us, the 
strong and faithful hand of the Father who always and only wants 
our good. 











 

Menu week 1           Diary Dates      

Monday 19th June 

Ladybirds Parents Road 
Safety Workshop 9:00  

Kingfishers Swimming  

Years 1 & 2 Drawing 
3:10 - 4:10   

Years 1 & 2 Cosmic Yoga   
3:10 - 4:10 

Years 3 & 4 Cosmic Yoga      
3:15 - 4:15 

Year 3 International Club 3:15 -  
4:15 

KS2 Basketball  3:15 - 4:15 

Tuesday 20th June 

Reception Reading Zone 

Badgers Harlow Museum trip 

Year 3 & 4 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Year 5 & 6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Choir 3:15 - 4:15 

Wednesday 21st June 

Year 4 Eucharistic Service 9:00 

Family Picnic and Fete  12:00 

KS1 Karate  3:10 - 4:10 

Year 2 and 3 Gardening Club 
3:15 - 4:15 

KS2 Rounders 3:15 - 4:15 

 

 

Friday 23rd June 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

Year 2 Music Festival 

KS1 Assembly 2:30 

KS2 Dodgeball 3:15 - 4:15  

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Amelia Chapska, James Hanmore, Milo Bagram-Spicer, Kojo Kwakye, 
Rhea Matunge, Demi Osiname & Blanka Trus. 

 

Golden Awards: 

Butterflies: Arthur Branch Dexter, for fantastic recall of number bonds to 5 and doubles 

Ladybirds:  Olivier Trus, for learning his number bonds to 5 and 10 

Dragonflies:   Myles Owusu-Adu, for being a kind and caring friend  

Grasshoppers: Luca Cushway, for his fantastic maths work on numbers to 100  

Hedgehogs: William Powell, for outstanding effort with his phonics  

Squirrels:  Ivy Bennett, for fantastic work on your recount  

Badgers:  Naya Kruszniewska-Quental, for having a wonderful attitude to learning 

Foxes:  Margaret Oregbhemhe, for a fantastic attitude when we were on our trip 

Hares:  The Whole Class, for comleting their times tables tests with a great attitude 

Rabbits:  The Whole Class, for completing their times tables tests with resilience 

Kingfishers: Samuel Shoji Akinwale, for really great maths work   

Robins:  Bryan Udeagha, for working hard in maths and making good progress 

Eagles:  Isla Tieu, for always working hard and trying her best in all that she does 

Owls:   Dan Boateng, for working hard on profit and loss in maths 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

      Mrs A Kerrell  Mr S Kelliher 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St David’s 

Thursday 22nd June 

Reception Reading Zone 

Foxes Harlow Museum trip 

Year 1 Football 3:10 - 4:10 

Year 2 Football 3:10 - 4:10 

KS2 Karate  3:15 - 4:15 

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    


