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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is Justice. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection  
We have been focusing this week on the words of last Sunday’s Gospel from  
Matthew and the message of showing forgiveness and compassion to everyone 
around us; both people close to us and those who we do not know. When people 
hurt us or are unkind to us it can be very difficult to accept their apology, but 
Jesus shows us that when we follow his example and show others compassion. 
This brings us closer to our Father in Heaven. 
  
We have had another great week in school. The children are settled, calm and 
happy and working very hard. It is a pleasure to visit the classes and to see pupils 
enthusiastic and trying so hard. We are very proud of the wonderful start they 
have made to the school year. The weather has been very unpredictable this 
week and there is no doubt that there is an autumnal chill in the air! 
  
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend. 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend. 
 
Festival of Holy Cross 
What a wonderful event this was shared between our school and our parish. It was fantastic to work together 
to raise money for the common good of our school, our parish and for Cafod. The event was organised and      
delivered by the wonderful Mrs Gallagher and Daniella Parr with lots of help and support from school staff and 
parishioners. We thank everyone who helped, who came along or contributed in any way to the success of the 
event. 
  
We raised an incredible £3784 which was £1261 each and some valuable funding for our school! 
We want to make some improvements to the learning environment this year including a dedicated learning space 
for KS1 and an additional reading and library space. We also want to improve the reading corners in each     
classroom, improve them with a better selection of books and make them inviting spaces which encourage a love 
of reading. We have no extra funding for these ‘extras’ in our budget so everything that our school and  parish 
community does in support of us goes directly to improvements for the children. 
 
RE Insight Morning 
We are continuing with our initiative to invite parents and carers into school to see learning in action and to 
share in the great teaching and experiences that are delivered by staff at Holy Cross. Our next Insight Morning 
will be on Monday 2nd October and will offer a chance to come and see RE and Collective Worship in action.    
Parents and carers of Pupils in Key Stage 2 are welcome to attend our Monday Collective Worship at 9.00am and 
Key Stage 1 parents and carers the assembly at 9.30am. You will then be able to visit RE lessons throughout the 
morning and Mrs Kerrell will offer tours of the school to share with you the work that we are doing to ensure 
that our school community is living out our school mission statement. Please sign up for this at the office. 
 
PTA  
There was a PTA meeting on Tuesday 19th September. During this meeting it was decided that they will be 
known as Friends of Holy Cross. Katy Hollingworth and Michelle Hume were voted as co-Chair and Anna Harmas 
is secretary and Karen Slater is the treasurer.  
 
Look out for upcoming events... 
 



Year 6 St Mark’s Visit 
 
On Wednesday 13th September, Year 6 were given a fantastic opportunity to spend the morning experiencing the 
life of a Year 7 child at St Mark's.  To start the day, the children were taken on a tour of the school.   After 
this, Eagles took part in an English lesson where they were given clues to solve a murder/mystery as part 
of  learning about suspense genres.  They then took part in a PE lesson where they played table tennis. 
 
Owls class went to an Art lesson where they learnt different painting techniques.  After this, they took part in a 
History lesson learning about timelines and chronology. 
 
The children had a brilliant day and it was so lovely to see so many of our past pupils, especially the new Year 7s 
who looked super smart in their new uniforms. 
 
The children also enjoyed lunch in the canteen! 

Prayer Bags 
Every year group now has a Prayer Bag which the children will have a chance to 
bring home over the year. The instructions and items are in each bag and we hope 
that you can find a few moments together to read a Bible story or pray together. 
They will be given out by our Head Boys and Head Girls on Fridays. Warning: each 
bag contains a candle and we have told the children that they must not light it 
without an adult present. Please    complete the book and send the Prayer Bag back 
in on Wednesday to the Office. It is very important to look after it and the      
contents carefully and ensure that they do not get lost or damaged please. 
 
Jewellery 
Please remember that pupils are not allowed to wear jewellery to school and this 
includes clear plastic studs. These are not allowed for Health and Safety reasons. 
If you child wears these or other earrings to school we will ask them to remove 
them. 
 
Chaplaincy Club  
Our first KS1 chaplaincy group was a huge success. We discussed the gospel     
Matthew 20:1-6, we talked about how we could live the message of the gospel in our 
own lives. The children had some great ideas and produced some beautiful           
illustrations. I look forward to welcoming them back next week. Mrs Timbrell   



National Fitness Week 

This week was National Fitness Week! We spoke about how our fitness impacts both our physical health but 
also our mental health. The children learnt that exercising makes us feel happy and improves our energy       
levels. The children all completed a variety of activities that promoted both physical and mental wellbeing. Well 
done children! 

 

Livewire Mental Health Drama Workshop 

On Friday, Livewire Community Theatre for 
Young People visited Year 3 for drama and music 
workshops.  

The children enjoyed themselves immensely and 
learned and had lots of fun singing in different 
styles and improvising scenarios.     

Below are links to information about Livewire, 
who provide evening drama and music workshops 
from Year 3.  

 

When and where is Livewire? 

 

What is the LVC? 

 

https://youtu.be/9THIl53XyLU?si=mAOr5DeHZdxXGCfA
https://youtu.be/4To9eIZ1r60?si=i9Ra3KT7PbPihwxd


  

Gospel Value Awards  

 Hope -  

 optimism, newness, resilience, perseverance  

“May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can 
see what hope his call holds for you…’ Ephesians 1:3-6  

 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Olivia    Grasshoppers: Mina     

 Hedgehogs:   Elaeh    Squirrels:  Memphis     

 Badgers:  Rufus    Foxes:  Sophie     

 Hares:   Amelia   Rabbits:  Feodora      

 Kingfishers:  Violet    Robins:  Charlee                                   

 Eagles:   Dominica   Owls:   Joey      
                 
                 
                 

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Grasshoppers, achieving 99% attendance, so a second week running. 
Well done! The joint winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Foxes 
and  Robins, attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is  unable to attend school. We are frequently having 
to    contact  parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s       
absence it may not be authorised.   

Butterflies  96% 

Ladybirds  96% 

Dragonflies 92% 

Grasshoppers 99% 

Hedgehogs 97% 

Squirrels 97% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 99% 

Hares 98% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 99% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 98% 







 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 24 September, Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 20:1-16   

“The last will be first, and the first, last”   

 

Whether it is football, cricket, tennis, or any other game, it regularly happens that those who are          

expected to win, lose. We often think we can guess what will happen, but can be surprised by what actually 

does.  

Sometimes we even think we can guess what God thinks or says or does.  

Today’s gospel story can prepare us to be ready for a surprise, and its message that everyone is important, 

is very clear.  

In our world today it seems that the gulf between the rich and the poor grows wider every day.  

Too many people are not paid a living wage, and those whose lives are being destroyed by poverty and     

injustice, may not draw much comfort from the idea that one day all will be well. They need to know and 

experience that we care for them today.  

 

As Christians, our lives should be lived showing that we love God and our neighbour, and this needs to be 

apparent not only in what we say but more importantly in what we do.   

 

 
May we follow the message of Jesus  

in showing practical care  

for anyone in need.  

Amen.   

The Words of Pope Francis 

The Lord Jesus has entrusted the Gospel to us so that we 
might bear His light into the world’s darkness. Please, do not 
extinguish this light in you, but share it, so that fraternity 
might shine forth! 











 

Menu week 2       Diary Dates      

Monday 18th September 

Eagles swimming 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
Lunchtime 

Year 1 Football  

Year 2 Football  

Years 5 & 6 Computing 
club  

Years 1 & 2 Gymnastics  

Years 3 to 6                 
International club  

Years 3 to 6 French club  

Years 3 & 4 Space club  

Years 1 & 2 Scrapbook club  

Years 3 to 6 CAFOD     
Enterprise club  

Years 3 to 6 Boccia  

 

Tuesday 19th September 

Reception parents Phonics and 
Reading meeting  9 - 9:30 

Years 3 to 6 Basketball club 

Years 3 to 6 Geography club  

Years 1 and 2 Dance club 

Wednesday 20th September 

KS1 Karate   

Year 5 & 6 Football Team 
training  

 

Friday 22nd September 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

9 - 10 

KS1 Assembly 14:30 

Years 3 to 6 Dodgeball  

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Lemuel, Aurora, Josie, Feodora, Stanislaw, Sophia-Jai &       
Allison 

Headteacher Award:  

Will in Owls, for an excellent start to the year 

Naomi in Owls, for excellent reading at the Feast of Holy Cross Mass  

 

Golden Awards: 

Dragonflies:   Zora, for writing a lovely prayer in R.E.  

Grasshoppers: Alexander, for fantastic number work!  

Hedgehogs: Kyren, for amazing effort all the time. A fantastic start.  

Squirrels:  Declan, for always doing the right thing and trying his hardest.    

Badgers:  Layla, for always trying her best and staying focused   

Foxes:  William, for great explanation of how to stay safe when using electricity    

Hares:  Kojo, for his excellent literacy work about his emotions  

Rabbits:  Yannick, for a great start to Holy Cross  

Kingfishers: Sian, for being a fantastic role model for all and always trying her best  

Robins:  Indie, for her excellent effort in producing outstanding homework   

Eagles:  Nikoleta, in English and producing a wonderful colour monster story   

Owls:   Blanka, for an excellent piece of writing about the Colour Monster  

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 21st September 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

Years 3 and 4 Football  

Years 5 and 6 Football  

Year 1 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime 

Year 2 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime  

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs are 3:15 to 4:15 


