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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is Forgiveness. Please      
reflect on this at home with your child.  

Weekly Reflection  

In last Sunday’s Gospel Matthew 21: 28-32 we heard about the man with two 
sons whom he asked to go and work in the vineyard. I talked to the children 
about the choices that the sons made, as one was reluctant to go but then 
changed his mind and then went and did a good job. The second however, said he 
would go and made himself favourable in his father’s eyes but then did not    
bother going.  

The important lesson that we can take from this is that when we turn away from 
God we can be brought back to him but we must remember the importance of 
keeping our word and showing integrity.  

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend. 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

Remembering Miss McGuigan 
  
This weekend marks the second anniversary of Miss McGuigan passing away. We have 
remembered her today and her wonderful legacy, in a special whole school assembly. 
We still miss her greatly and we ask that you remember her and her family in your 
prayers. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

~Amen~ 
 
 
PE Kit 
 
I wrote to parents last week regarding your child having their PE kit, including trainers, in school every day. 
Many children do not have the correct football kit which is part of school uniform. If your child does not have 
their kit in school they will still go to the lesson but will not be able to take part and may get cold as the     
weather turns more autumnal. It is very important that pupils access the full curriculum. 
 
Car Park safety 
 
We have had several concerns raised about children wandering unsupervised in the carpark. If you are dropping 
off your child for Breakfast Club, or school, please bear in mind that this is a busy time. School staff arrive for 
work and we ask that you keep your child with you at all times to avoid a serious accident. 
 
First Communion 
 
The First Communion registration form is now on the parish website which needs to be completed by 17th      
November.  



Commissioning of the Chaplains and Mini Vinnies 
 
We were delighted to commission our Key Stage 2 
Chaplains and Mini Vinnies this week at Mass last   
Tuesday. The Chaplains will play a key role in school in 
sharing the good news from the Bible with everyone 
in the school through writing prayers, sharing           
favourite pieces of scripture, leading collective acts 
of worship and supporting with whole school          
assemblies. 
 
Our Mini Vinnies will support with local fundraising to 
help people who are in need. We were very proud of 
them for supporting the school with the MacMillan 
coffee morning and raising a phenomenal £600! 
 
Our Cafod Club pupils will be commissioned at mass 
next Tuesday. All of the children will receive a            
special badge to represent the extra contribution 
they are making to life at Holy Cross.  
 
Cafod club raised £168 from their Bring and Buy 
sale this money will be donated to Cafod. 

 
 
Year 5 and 6 Football Tournament  
 
This afternoon pupils from Years 5 and 6 took part in a Harlow district football tournament at Passmores 
School. They finished the afternoon unbeaten, but just missed out on the final.  



Harlow Museum 

This week Year 3 visited Harlow Museum to consolidate their learning about the History of Harlow. They 
spent the morning taking part in a range of different activities such as; designing a new town, creating small 
abstract sculptures, comparing old and new objects and looking at map and photos of Harlow in the past.    
After lunch, the children were able to spend time looking around the museum and gardens which they       
thoroughly enjoyed doing. The children all had a great day and their behaviour was fantastic!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burwell Residential Trip  

This week, Robins have enjoyed spending three days on a residential trip at Burwell House in Cambridgeshire. 
The house and grounds offer a fabulous opportunity to explore lots of Geography skills and fieldwork through 
games and activities. At the end of the three days, the children were confident in navigating using a map and 
compass and enjoyed the competitive orienteering games, both on site and wider afield in the village of      
Burwell itself. They completed traffic surveys and sound maps in Burwell, the neighbouring hamlet of Reach 
and walked along a stretch of the historic Devil's Dyke. The children also made clay sculptures, which were 
inspired by our Anglo-Saxons topic. 

Mrs. Guna, Mr Clarke and Mrs. McCombes were really proud of all of the children for their behaviour and 
manners and for how they fully embraced the activities and experiences. They showed great resilience in   
being away from their families and in trying new and delicious foods. It was wonderful to see the children 
playing and enjoying spending time outdoors. 



Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:       Squirrels: Kayla     

 Badgers: Medeina     Foxes: Maya        

 Hares: Joshua     Rabbits: Naya      

 Kingfishers:  Hector      Robins: Cristiana        

 Eagles:      Owls:  Vicky         
                  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Gospel Value Awards  

 Compassion -  

 optimism, newness, resilience, perseverance  

“May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can 
see what hope his call holds for you…’ Ephesians 1:3-6  

 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Amelia    Grasshoppers: Nellie      

 Hedgehogs:   Zara     Squirrels:  Kaci     

 Badgers:  Eddie    Foxes:  Tadhg     

 Hares:   Barry    Rabbits:  Freya       

 Kingfishers:  Mahayla    Robins:  Julia                                    

 Eagles:   Ava     Owls:   Vicky       
                 
                 

Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Squirrels, achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, are Robins, attaining 99% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is  unable to attend school. We are frequently    
having to    contact  parents, to find out why their child is absent 
from school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s 
absence it may not be authorised.   

Butterflies  95% 

Ladybirds  99% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 98% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 98% 

Rabbits 90% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 99% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 93% 





 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 8 October, Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 21:33-43   

"He will ... lease the vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the produce to him 

when the season arrives. ”   

The tenants in this week's gospel reading claim the vineyard and its harvest as their own. They will not 

hear otherwise from anyone. Not the landowner's servants or even his son.  

 

We are all tenants - here on earth a short while, taking care of God's wonderful gift of creation. God has 

prepared this beautiful place for us all to live. We are called not only to take care of it, but also to share 

the fruits of our harvest. Making sure that we do not keep it all for ourselves, but that we give glory to 

God and share with one another. 

 

Like the tenants, there may be messengers in our lives that we do not want to hear. Who are they? 

 

Is it those who tell us about the climate emergency? Is it our sisters and brothers, like Meera in Pakistan, 

who are already facing the effects of flooding? 

 

So, let us reflect on how we can produce the fruits of God's kingdom in our world today. Fruits of peace, 

justice and plenty for all people. Let us stand together with others as we face these global challenges and 

care for the world and all who share it with us.   

 

 

 

Creator God,  

open our hearts to hear those you send to us and lead us to produce the fruits 

of your kingdom here on earth. 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Saint Francis of Assisi, in a time of great struggles and         
divisions, did not criticize or lash out at anyone. He took up 
solely the weapons of the Gospel: humility and unity, prayer 
and charity. Let us do the same! 











 

Menu week 2        Diary Dates      

Monday 9th October 

Harvest Collection 

Eagles swimming 

Years 3 to 
6 Chaplaincy 
Lunchtime 

Year 1 Football  

Year 2 Football  

Years 5 & 6 Computing club  

Years 1 & 2 Gymnastics  

Years 3 to 6                 
International club  

Years 3 to 6 French club  

Years 3 & 4 Space club  

Years 1 & 2 Scrapbook club  

Years 3 to 6 CAFOD     
Enterprise club  

Years 3 to 6 Boccia  

Tuesday 10th October 

Wear Yellow Day 

Year 5 Reading Zone 

Years 3 to 6 Basketball club 

Years 3 to 6 Geography club  

Years 1 and 2 Dance club 

Years 3 to 6 Spanish club 

Wednesday 11th October 

Year 5 Reading Zone 

KS1 Karate   

Year 5 & 6 Football Team 
training  

 

Friday 13th October 

Sponsored walk 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 14:30 

Years 3 to 6 Dodgeball  

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Aimee, Joshua, Oskar, Zoe, Julia, Hadassar, Alexandra,      
Obalowuwa, Lexi, Elissa, Amelia, Amelia,  Aoife, Brielle, Diale, 
Luna, Zoe, Dominica, Victoria & Eva 

 

Golden Awards:   

Dragonflies:   Hudson, for working super hard in all of his learning  

Grasshoppers: Elissa, for her amazing RE work this week 

Hedgehogs: Hanley, for always having a ‘can do’ attitude  in all of his learning  

Squirrels:  Emilia, for always putting a lot of effort into all her work    

Badgers:  Enoch, for some amazing descriptive writing in literacy 

Foxes:  Aoife, for having a fantastic attitude towards everything  she does   

Hares:  Margaret, for her amazing maths work on place value  

Rabbits:  Liana, for being a kind, caring and patient learning partner  

Kingfishers: Hector, for writing an amazing character description in English 

Robins:  Catherine, for her excellent attitude to learning in all subjects  

Eagles:  Emilia, for her excellent effort in producing outstanding homework  

Owls:   Araibella, for great work in numeracy  

    

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Andrew’s 

Thursday 12th October 

Year 5 Reading Zone 

Hares library visit 10:00 

Rabbits library visit 11:00 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

Years 3 and 4 Football  

Years 5 and 6 Football  

Year 1 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime 

Year 2 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime  

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

  All clubs are 3:15 to 4:15 


