
 

Newsletter 

20th October 2023 

  
GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is SIMPLICITY. Please    
reflect on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
We had a beautiful Harvest Assembly this afternoon and it was wonderful to 
hear the children reflecting in their poems and prayers, their understanding of 
our Catholic Social Teaching principle of The Common Good. The children prayed 
for a rich harvest for farmers, good weather to grow crops and for God to bless 
people who produce and serve our food. Their singing was joyful and it raised 
everyone’s spirits as we close off this half term.  
 
It has been a busy first half term put productive and positive. The children have 
taken part in lots of activities and it has been good to see their focus and         
enthusiasm in lessons. The children are happy, settled and enjoying learning. We 
thank you for your support for our school and please know that everything that 
you do makes our school community thrive.  
 
I hope that you enjoy a well-earned rest with the children and some quality family time.  
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful half term break.   
 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

Year 6 Prefect Assembly 
On Wednesday Year 6 were given their Prefect badges. These symbolise their role model status to the rest of 
the school, leading the way with their hard work and living the Gospel values day to day. 

 

Gates at Pick Up 
Just a reminder that the gate to the main playground will not open until 3:10pm. Parents and carers may access 
the school site from 3:05 pm and we kindly ask that you do not queue outside on the pavement, as this blocks 
safe access for other people.     
 



 
Secondary School Applications for September 2024 – Reminder for Year 6 Parents 
  
The closing date for applications from parents of Year 6 children, for a secondary school place in Year 7 in 
September 2024, is 31st October 2023.  
  
Applications can be made via their website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 
 
Library Book Amnesty 
  
The library have contacted us to say that there is a high number of pupils with overdue library books. 
 
If your child has overdue library books please return them to any library in Harlow. Alternatively they can be 
brought to the school office before Friday 3rd November and we will arrange for them to be returned. 
 
Burwell Residential Trip  
 
This week, Kingfishers have enjoyed spending three days on a residential trip at Burwell House in               
Cambridgeshire. The house and grounds offer a fabulous opportunity to explore lots of Geography skills and 
fieldwork through games and activities. At the end of the three days, the children were confident in           
navigating using a map and compass and enjoyed the competitive orienteering games, both on site and wider 
afield in the village of Burwell itself. They completed traffic surveys and sound maps in Burwell, the        
neighbouring hamlet of Reach and walked along a stretch of the historic Devil's Dyke. The children also made 
clay sculptures, which were inspired by our Anglo-Saxons topic. 
 
Mrs. Guna, Miss Hollick, Mrs Mills and Mrs. McCombes were really proud of all of the children for their      
behaviour and manners and for how they fully embraced the activities and experiences. They showed great 
resilience in  being away from their families and in trying new and delicious foods. It was wonderful to see the 
children playing and enjoying spending time outdoors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bowling Tournament 
On Thursday a group of children took part in a ten pin bowling       
competition. They all had a fantastic time and represented the school 
well. Well done!   

 
Wear Pink It Day 
Thank you to everyone who participated in Wear It Pink Day and donated money to a such 
a worthwhile charity, Breast Cancer Now.    
 
We raised £390.  

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions






Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:   Amara          

 Badgers:  Mariella   Foxes:  Alexander 

 Hares:  Kenna-Kah   Rabbits:  Miruna 

 Robins:  Ella    Owls:   Eloise       
                  
                  

  

Gospel Value Awards  

 Forgiveness 

  - reconciliation 

“Her sins, which were many, have been forgiven.” (7:47) 

“Father, forgive them…” (23:24) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Zach    Grasshoppers: Phoebe      

 Hedgehogs:   Brielle   Squirrels:  Milo    

 Badgers:  Dominic   Foxes:  Mariella      

 Hares:   Jalynn   Rabbits:    Lucas        

 Kingfishers:  Ohemaa   Robins:  Justin                                   

 Eagles:   Iris    Owls:   Natalie     
                 



Congratulations to the joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Butterflies and Squirrels, achieving 97% attendance. Well done! The 
joint winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Rabbits and Owls,     
attaining 97% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is  unable to attend school. We are frequently    
having to contact  parents, to find out why their child is absent 
from school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your 
child’s absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Hours of Education 

Maintaining a high school attendance percentage is such an important factor in your child’s success in 
learning.   

Your child’s attendance percentage is available to view on the Pupil Asset.  

The table above shows you what this means in terms of lost hours of learning, this half term.  

Butterflies  97% 

Ladybirds  93% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 93% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 97% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 95% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 94% 

Robins 94% 

Eagles 94% 

Owls 97% 

September — October 1/2 term 

Percentage 

Attendance 

Hours of 

education lost 

Weeks missed 

at school 

School days 
missed 

100% 0 0 0 

97% 5 0 1 

95% 10 0 2 

90% 17.5 0 3.5 

86% 25 1 5 

80% 35 1wk 2dys 7 

75% 45 1wk 4dys 9 

70% 52.5 2wks 1/2dy 10.5 

60% 70 2wks 4dys 14 

50% 87.5 3wks 2.5dys 17.5 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 22 October, Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 22:15-21  

"Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar - and to God what belongs to God.”   

Jesus could have been entangled in the snare of the Pharisees and the Herodians, but no, he speaks simply 

and clearly, "give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar - and to God what belongs to God." We are 

stamped through with God's image and likeness. We belong to God. 

 

When it comes to the state, how many tangles do we get into in our lives? Taxes for the Jewish people 

seemed harsh and unfair under Rome. Taxes for us might feel a huge burden, especially as the cost of living 

rises disproportionately.  

 

We read of so many schemes to beat the tax man, yet taxes are our way of contributing to a fund to    

benefit many others, some who do not have the means to contribute. 

 

The payment of our taxes keeps the government accountable to spend our money wisely. It gives us a voice 

in government policies, helping to keep the focus on justice and fairness.  

 

We are encouraged to use our voices for the benefit of those who cannot make themselves heard by their 

own governments. Let us keep striving for more as we "campaign for social justice, so that every man,  

woman and child can live a full and dignified life."   

 

 
Just and loving God,  

may we give ourselves anew to you daily as we strive to live responsible lives. 

May more people be inspired to participate by our commitment to your work 

for global justice.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

War does not resolve any problem. It only sows death and  
destruction, increases hate, multiples vengeance. War erases 
the future. I exhort believers to take only one side in the 
conflict: the side of peace - not in word, but in prayer. 







 

New menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Monday 30th October 

Owls swimming 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
Lunchtime 

Year 1 Football  

Year 2 Football  

Years 5 & 6 Computing 
club  

Years 1 & 2 Gymnastics  

Years 3 to 6                 
International club  

Years 3 to 6 French club  

Years 1 & 2 Scrapbook club  

Years 3 to 6 CAFOD     
Enterprise club  

Years 3 to 6 Boccia  

 

Tuesday 31st October 

Year 2 Reading Zone  

Years 3 to 6 Basketball club 

Years 3 to 6 Geography club  

Years 1 and 2 Dance club 

Years 3 to 6 Spanish club 

Wednesday 1st November 

Year 2 Reading Zone 

KS1 Karate   

 

Friday 3rd November 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly 14:30 

Years 3 to 6 Dodgeball  

School Disco 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Elsie, Roxanne, Grace, Gerald, Lillian, Cameron, Pola & Charlee 

Happy Birthday in half term to… 

Krzysztof, Jayron Jace, David, Alexander, Nihin, Rosie, Naomi, 
Eloise & Lyla 

 

Golden Awards:   

Dragonflies: Keziah, for always contributing such fantastic ideas    

Grasshoppers: Oliwier, for always putting a lot of effort into all his work 

Hedgehogs: Lottie, for excellent concentration and participation during our history day 

Squirrels:  Georgie, for working hard in maths    

Badgers:  Eva, for great perseverance in maths 

Foxes:  Maya, for being a great friend and always trying hard  

Hares:  Sofia, for her amazing homework about the river Nile   

Rabbits:  Priscilla, for creating an image in her beautifully written poem  

Kingfishers: Edward, for fantastic artwork 

Robins:  Elliot, for his excellent effort in contributing to our class discussions 

Eagles:  Helith, for having an amazing attitude towards all learning 

Owls:   Natalie, for excellent work in maths   

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Andrew’s 

Thursday 2nd November 

Year 2 Reading Zone 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

Years 3 and 4 Football  

Years 5 and 6 Football  

Year 1 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime 

Year 2 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime  Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

  All clubs are 3:15 to 4:15 


