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3rd November 2023 

  
GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is JUSTICE. Please reflect 
on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
We have been reflecting on the readings from Mass last Sunday and these are 
reflected in our Gospel Value this week, Simplicity. When Jesus is asked by the 
Pharisees, which one of the 10 Commandments is the most important, he gives an 
answer which summarises all of the commandments into 2 gloriously simple but 
remarkable teachings,’ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, 
and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind.’ And ‘Thou shalt love thy    
neighbour as thyself.’ We live out these teachings every day when we follow our 
school mission statement and try to show our Gospel Values to everyone. 
 
We have had a good week with lots of fantastic activities going on. I was        
delighted to see some great examples of work in the RE books this week and the 
children are leading their classes in some well thought out Classroom Acts of Worship. I was also very pleased 
to see a brilliant example of performance poetry in Year 5 Kingfishers this week and some excellent maths work 
on money in Squirrel class. 
 
I hope that you all have a great and safe weekend if you are attending fireworks displays. 

 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

 
Firework Disco 
 
A big thank you to our PTA (Friends of Holy Cross) and helpers for all of their hard work organising the 
Firework Disco for the children this evening. Everyone had a fantastic time! 
 
 
Poppy Appeal 
 
We will be selling Poppy Appeal Merchandise next week.  
 
We have the following for sale: 
 
Zip pulls 50p 
Reflector poppies 50p 
Wristband £1 
Snap bands £1.50 
 
Supplies are very limited, so buy early to avoid                 
disappointment. We will be selling them after 
school on Monday (not before). 
 
 



Ho l y Cr o s s Sc h o o l Co u n c i l w i l l b e c o l l e c t i n g 
p a r c e l s f o r Op e r a t i o n Ch r i s t m a s Ch i l d f r o m 
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A l e a f l e t w i l l b e s e n t h o m e w i t h y o u r c h i l d 
v i a c l a s s w h i c h w i l l p r o v i d e a l l i n s t r u c t i o n s 
o f w h a t y o u c a n p u t i n a s h oe b o x a n d   
l a b e l s f o r t h e a g e a n d g e n d e r o f t h e c h i l d. 

Ad d i t i o n a l l a b e l s w i l l b e i n t h e Sc h o o l o f f i c e 





Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:   Brielle          

 Badgers:  Afi    Foxes:  Roman 

 Hares:  Nathaniel   Rabbits:  Luke 

 Eagles:  Faith    Owls:   Rhea       
                  
                  

  

Gospel Value Awards  

 Hope 

  - resilience, perseverance 

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will 
laugh.” (24:52) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Chloe    Grasshoppers: Mina      

 Hedgehogs:   Olivia    Squirrels:  Elliot    

 Badgers:  Luka    Foxes:  River      

 Hares:   Jalynn   Rabbits:    Sid        

 Kingfishers:  Toby    Robins:  Jeremy                                   

 Eagles:   Nathan   Owls:   Pola      
                 
                 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Laudato Si-Eco Monitors News 

It has been a busy start to the term. Our Eco Council team have been making plans and getting feedback from 
each Year Group. We are working hard on making our school more eco friendly and looking after our planet. 
The week we have been getting our Eco calendar underway and all pupils have until next Thursday to get their 
entries in! Try your best guys! . Please follow the instructions sent out and put your work Landscape on an A4 
piece of paper. Remember to put your name and your class on the back. 

The Eco Council will be choosing the best entries and we will announce the winners next Thursday afternoon. 
You will be able to purchase the calendars very soon in time for Christmas.  

Keep being Eco Friendly!  Your Eco Council members Erin and Violet (Year 5)  



Congratulations to the joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Ladybirds, achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, are Rabbits, attaining 97% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is  unable to attend school. We are frequently    
having to contact  parents, to find out why their child is absent 
from school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your 
child’s absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  93% 

Ladybirds  98% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 90% 

Badgers 94% 

Foxes 94% 

Hares 92% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 95% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 95% 



 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 5 November, Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 23:1-12  

 

“Everything they do is done to attract attention.”   

Jesus warns the people and the disciples to listen to what the scribes and Pharisees say, but not to be 

guided by what they do: "Everything they do is done to attract attention." 

 

We are called to be people of integrity and humility. Is our Christianity just skin-deep or are we imbued 

with Jesus' values to our very core? Do we go to Mass every Sunday, and then carry on as normal the rest 

of the week?  

 

One way in which we are being called to act today is in our response to the environment. Climate change has 

been in the news with alarming rises in world temperatures being recorded. The consequences of this are 

being felt around the globe with an increase in droughts, wildfires and flooding impacting                          

disproportionately on the poorest people.  

 

In response to this our parish is currently striving to obtain the LiveSimply award. We have screened the 

film "The Letter" and we have attended talks about climate change.  

 

However, are we prepared to take the next step and make real changes in our lives, changes that will      

impact upon our lifestyle? The call for us is to "practise what we preach."  

 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

our Teacher, 

may we listen attentively to your gospel 

and respond in humility 

in the way we live our daily lives. 

Amen.   

The Words of Pope Francis 

At the side of every person is a protector the Lord gives us, 
to nudge us to get up when we have stumbled, to show us the 
way when we have chosen the wrong path. Let us listen to the 
voice of our Guardian Angels! 







 

New menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Monday 6th November 

Owls swimming 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
Lunchtime 

Year 1 Football  

Year 2 Football  

Years 5 & 6 Computing 
club  

Years 1 & 2 Gymnastics  

Years 3 to 6                 
International club  

Years 3 to 6 French club  

Years 1 & 2 Scrapbook club  

Years 3 to 6 CAFOD     
Enterprise club  

Years 3 to 6 Boccia  

 

Tuesday 7th November 

Year 2 Reading Zone  

Years 3 to 6 Geography club, 
lunchtime  

Parents evening 2:30 - 5:00   

Years 3 to 6 Basketball club 

 

Wednesday 8th November 

Year 2 Reading Zone 

KS1 Karate   

Flu vaccinations 

Friday 10th November 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

Year 6 walk to the war 
memorial 

KS1 assembly 2:30 

Years 3 to 6 Dodgeball  

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

  

 Enoch, Oliwier & Oliwier 

 

Golden Awards:   

Dragonflies:  Tobi, for always trying his best in everything he does, with a positive attitude 

Grasshoppers:  Alice, for writing a lovely Harvest poem 

Hedgehogs:  Diona, for creating an amazing Harvester pledge 

Squirrels:   Flynn, for trying his best in all his work and his positive attitude   

Badgers:   Viktor, for producing some excellent and creative homework 

Foxes:   Charlotte, for always trying her best and having great ideas during class discussions 

Hares:   Parker, for his excellent R.E. work about how God changes lives 

Kingfishers:  Layla, for being amazing on the trip to Burwell 

Robins:   Eliana, for being a fantastic role model for all and for working hard in everything  
    she does 

Eagles:   Nicholas, for excellent effort during English and sharing fantastic ideas 

Owls:    Samuel, for an enthusiastic performance in our Harvest poem  

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Patrick’s 

Thursday 9th November 

Year 2 Reading Zone 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

Year 1 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime 

Year 2 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime  

Years 3 and 4 Football  

Years 5 and 6 Football  

Parents evening 4:00 - 7:00 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

  All clubs are 3:15 to 4:15 


