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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is LOVE. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
We have been reflecting on the readings from Mass last Sunday and how Jesus 
reminds us of the importance of following His example not because it makes us 
look better in the eyes of others but because it is the right way to behave. Also, 
that if you are entrusted with a role by God that you must fulfil it in the best 
way that you can because you want to help others and not because it will make 
you look good. This closely links to our Gospel Value of Humility and the roles 
that we have in school such as Prefects, Chaplains, Eco Council, School Council 
and Mini Vinnies. We talked in assembly about the important responsibility that 
these roles carry and the difference that our children with these roles make to 
our school community. 
 
We have focused this week on Remembrance and thinking about the sacrifice 
that service men, women and animals have made in the World Wars to allow us to have our freedom. We also are 
thinking of those caught up in conflict in Israel and The Ukraine. We were delighted that children who are    
Rainbows, Brownies, Cubs, Beavers, Scouts and Guides wore their uniforms to school today as a mark of respect. 
Our Year 6 pupils walked to the War Memorial at Potter Street and laid a wreath on behalf of the school. 
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend. 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

Family Mass 
 
We hope to see lots of our families at the Family Mass tomorrow evening at Holy Cross Church at 5.30pm. It 
will be a wonderful opportunity for our school and parish communities to come together to celebrate Mass. 
If your child is coming along they must wear their school uniform please. We hope to see you there. 
 
Parent Consultations 
 
Thank you to parents who were able to come along to meet their child’s class teacher this week. This is a 
very important way that we communicate with you and share how your child is getting on at school. We 
would also like to offer you the opportunity to share your thoughts and feelings on our school. Please follow 
the link below to complete the online questionnaire: 
 
https://forms.office.com/e/A0LPYE7iF9 
 
School Uniform 
 
The weather has turned very cold this week and your child will now need a coat for school. Please remember 
that children must wear a Holy Cross coat. There are second hand school coats available from the uniform 
shop. 
 
Lost Property 
 
We have an incredible amount of lost property. We will be bagging up anything that has not been collected 
after school today and recycling it. Please make sure that you collect any missing items by the end of the 
day. Please remember to name all items of uniform and property. 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/A0LPYE7iF9






Holy Cross School Council will be collecting            
parcels for Operation Christmas Child from 

6th— 20th November 2023 

A leaflet will be sent home with your child via 
class which will provide all instructions of what 
you can put in a shoe box and labels for the age 

and gender of the child. 

Additional labels will be in the School office 

 

For more information on Operation Christmas 
Child and what to put in a shoe box, please click on 
the following link: 

 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/  

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


Congratulations to the joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Ladybirds and Grasshoppers, achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The 
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Kingfishers, attaining 99% 
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is  unable to attend school. We are frequently    having to 
contact  parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s 
absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies  90% 

Ladybirds  98% 

Dragonflies 92% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 94% 

Badgers 86% 

Foxes 93% 

Hares 90% 

Rabbits 93% 

Kingfishers 99% 

Robins 92% 

Eagles 91% 

Owls 95% 







Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:   Elaeh          

 Badgers:  Adam    Foxes:  Thea 

 Hares:  Erin    Rabbits:  Blake 

 Kingfishers:  Hector   Robins:  Jeremy 

 Eagles:  Filip    Owls:   Grace       
                  

  

Gospel Value Awards  

 Simplicity 

- non-attachment to wealth, live simply 

“You cannot serve God and wealth.” (16:13, 

“Do not worry about your life.” (12:22) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Jacob    Grasshoppers: Salem      

 Hedgehogs:   Anashe   Squirrels:  Jan    

 Badgers:  Isla    Foxes:  Yohane      

 Hares:   Oliver   Rabbits:    Jayden       

 Kingfishers:  Ire    Robins:  Teodora                                   

 Eagles:   Zoe    Owls:   Kiera      
                 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 12 November, Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 25:1-13  

"The foolish ones did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible 

ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps.”   

In this parable, Jesus tells the story of ten bridesmaids who are waiting for the arrival of the bridegroom. 

When the bridegroom arrives, the wise ones, who had spare oil, are ready to greet him with their lamps lit. 

While the foolish ones are left in the dark.  

 

As practical people, we may side with the wise women in this story. Surely anyone would make sure they are 

prepared for every eventuality? 

 

But maybe this is not so simple. The wise women had enough oil to share. Surely, even in times of poor 

judgement or lack of preparation, human beings should not be left to "suffer the consequences." 

 

Social justice seeks inclusivity and the idea that no one should be left behind. In society, this would mean 

not pointing the finger of blame, but instead ensuring that marginalised and vulnerable people are not ex-

cluded and have shared and equal access to resources.  

 

The wise bridesmaids remind us of the need for a long-term perspective and being prepared for all       

eventualities. This is why CAFOD provides long-term support to equip people with the skills, tools and           

opportunities to live with dignity, support their families and give back to their communities. It is why 

CAFOD supports communities to adapt to our changing climate and protect themselves from natural            

disasters. And why CAFOD campaigns call for the change needed to create a just and equitable society.   

 

 Just and loving God,  

may we be inspired to use our talents and opportunities to the 

benefit of all. We pray that our hearts remain open to embodying 

your sense of justice and compassion in the world. 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Let’s pray together for the people suffering due to war. Yes, they’re           
suffering a lot. Children, the sick and elderly are suffering; many young    
people are dying. Let’s not forget Ukraine. Let’s think of the people of      
Palestine and Israel, that the Lord might bring them a just peace. 







 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Monday 13th November 

Anti Bullying Week 

Multi Faith Week 

Foxes town centre trip  

Owls swimming 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
Lunchtime 

Year 1 Football  

Year 2 Football  

Years 5 & 6 Computing 
club  

Years 3 to 6                 
International club  

Years 3 to 6 French club  

Years 1 & 2 Scrapbook club  

Years 3 to 6 CAFOD     
Enterprise club  

Years 3 to 6 Boccia  

Tuesday 14th November 

Year 1 Reading Zone  

Badgers town centre trip 

Years 3 to 6 Geography club, 
lunchtime  

Years 3 to 6 Basketball club 

Years 1 and 2 Dance club 

Years 3 to 6 Spanish club 

Wednesday 15th November 

Year 1 Reading Zone 

Individual school photographs  

KS1 Karate   

 

Friday 17th November 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly 2:30 

Years 3 to 6 Dodgeball  

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

  

Frankie, Layla, Riley, Jacob, Skyla, Hermione, Thankgod & 
Archie 

 

Golden Awards:   

Dragonflies: Cali, for working really hard with her writing  

Grasshoppers: Melina, for being helpful and thoughtful towards others  

Hedgehogs: Arnas, for an amazing effort in maths  

Squirrels:  Aidan, for always trying hard   

Badgers:  Rufus, having such a fantastic attitude to learning  

Foxes:  Sebastian, for fantastic discussions in class especially R.E.  

Hares:  Lucas, for his excellent maths work about area  

Rabbits:  Filip, for his incredible poster on Hope for our class act of worship 

   Rose, for always trying her hardest especially in maths 

Kingfishers: Sean, for working hard in all lessons this week  

Robins:  Leah, for excellent contributions to our class discussions  

Eagles:  Phoebe, for always having an excellent and mature attitude to her learning in every  
   subject  

Owls:   Olivia, for always working hard in class   

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St David’s 

Thursday 16th November 

Year 1 Reading Zone 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

Year 1 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime 

Year 2 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime  

Years 3 and 4 Football  

Years 5 and 6 Football  

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

  All clubs are 3:15 to 4:15 


