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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is INTEGRITY. Please      
reflect on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
We have been reflecting on the readings from Mass last Sunday when we heard 
the parable of the 10 Bridesmaids, 5 who were wise and 5 who were foolish 
(Matthew 25: 1-13).  The wise bridesmaids were organised and ready with their 
lamps to greet the bridegroom and the foolish bridesmaids were not ready          
because they ran out of oil. Much of modern-day life is reflected in this parable 
where we live such fast paced and busy lives that often the important things can 
pass us by and we are left feeling empty, when we have missed out on an            
opportunity.  
 
We have talked with the children about Jesus’s message to us; to stop, pause and 
think about what we need to do to be closer to God. We need to have our hearts 
ready to receive God and let Him into our lives. We must be ready and take time for our spiritual wellbeing so 
that we can feel the warmth and the richness of God’s love all around us,  
 
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend. 

 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

Family Mass  
 
It was wonderful to see so many families at our Family Mass last Saturday evening. I felt very proud of all of 
the children and it gave me a real moment of happiness to see our school and our parish together. Our readers 
and helpers in the Mass did exceptionally well and my thanks to the children and to their parents for helping 
them to prepare. We will be having another Family Mass in the spring term and hope to join with St Luke’s       
Primary School. 
 
Year 5 and Year 6 Class Mass 
 
We are extending a warm welcome to the families of our Year 5 and 6 pupils, to join us for their Class Mass next 
Thursday 23rd November at 2pm. No need to let us know if you are coming; we look forward to celebrating Mass 
together with you. 
 
Antibullying Week 
 
We have focused this week on stopping bullying in our school community and what to do if we see bullying taking 
place, what bullying is and the different forms it takes.  Our assembly on Thursday focused on ‘making a noise’ 
to stop bullying and the importance of speaking up both if we are being bullied or if we see bullying. I have       
written a letter to parents about how they can support the school and pupils with preventing bullying and in          
particular tackling bullying online-Cyberbullying. Please take time to read this. 
  



Year 3 Trip to the Town Centre 

On Monday and Tuesday Year 3 visited Harlow Town Centre for our Geography trip. We completed a range of   
different activities including a shop survey, human traffic survey, seeing how loud different areas of town 
are, map making and interviews with members of the public to see what they think about Harlow. We also got 
a chance to go into the Gibberd Gallery inside the Civic centre to look at the artwork and practise our  
sketching skills that we have been learning in Art. The children had a great time, even though it was quite 
windy and wet! Staff at the Gallery and members of the public complimented the children on their behaviour 
and how well they listened and worked. 

Parent Consultations 
 
We value your feedback about our school and would like to offer you the opportunity to share your thoughts 
and feelings. Please follow the link below to complete the online questionnaire: 
 
https://forms.office.com/e/A0LPYE7iF9 
 
School Uniform-Ties 
 
I sincerely appreciate the effort that families are making to ensure that their child is in the correct school 
uniform. The children have all looked smarter this week. I have noticed that several children in Key Stage 2 
are wearing the ties on elastic and not the proper tie. Please make sure that your child is wearing the correct 
tie for their Key Stage. 
 
Staff Car Park 
 
We have noticed an increasing number of parents and carers cutting through the staff car park before school 
and at the end of the day. We kindly ask that you do not use this as a walk through, for your safety. It 
is a very tight space and manoeuvring can be difficult, the last thing we want is for anyone to be knocked 
down. 
 
If you do attempt to walk through, we will ask you to walk around and request that you respond respectfully 
to staff if you are reminded about accessing the school through the main gate. 

https://forms.office.com/e/A0LPYE7iF9


A prayer from Jemimah in Year 2 







Holy Cross School Council will be collecting            
parcels for Operation Christmas Child from 

6th— 20th November 2023 

A leaflet will be sent home with your child via 
class which will provide all instructions of what 
you can put in a shoe box and labels for the age 

and gender of the child. 

Additional labels will be in the School office 

 

For more information on Operation Christmas 
Child and what to put in a shoe box, please click on 
the following link: 

 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/  

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Grasshoppers, achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of 
the KS2 Attendance Award, are Rabbits, attaining 99% attendance. 
Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is  unable to attend school. We are frequently    
having to contact  parents, to find out why their child is absent 
from school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s 
absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies  88% 

Ladybirds  89% 

Dragonflies 86% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 89% 

Squirrels 94% 

Badgers 93% 

Foxes 93% 

Hares 93% 

Rabbits 99% 

Kingfishers 88% 

Robins 94% 

Eagles 98% 

Owls 92% 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Squirrels:  Myles    Badgers:  Luka      

 Foxes:  Krzysztof   Hares:  Jacob  

 Rabbits:  Zofia     Robins:  Ollie   

 Eagles:  Aurora   Owls:   Mark       
                  
                  

  

Gospel Value Awards  

 Justice 

 - fairness and equality 

“And will not God grant justice…” (18: 7) The   
Parable of the Ten Pounds (19: 11-26) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Indila    Grasshoppers: Allison      

 Hedgehogs:   Naomi   Squirrels:  Neave     

 Badgers:  Hayley   Foxes:  Aoife       

 Hares:   April    Rabbits:  Indiana       

 Kingfishers:  Sophie   Robins:  Albert                                   

 Eagles:   Harvey   Owls:   Thomas     
                 
                 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 19 November, Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 25:14-30  

“Jesus said, 'Well done you good and faithful servant.'”   

One way to reflect on this parable is to remember that we must use our gifts in the service of God and our 

neighbours.  The important word is 'use'. 

  

All over the world there are many problems that people face. Overcrowding, no sanitation or fresh water, 

hunger, illness, violence, wars, all types of abuse, floods and earthquakes, forest fires. It seems that      

almost every day we hear about new horrors. 

 

We may feel it is too much to think about,  and be overcome with despair. But we can all do something to 

help if only we use the gifts we have been given. 

 

You may remember the saying: 

"I expect to pass through this life but once. If therefore there is any kindness I can show, 

or any good things I can do to my fellow being, let me do it now,  and not defer or neglect it, 

as I shall not pass this way again." 

 

 
God of all people, 

Jesus calls us to be 

like good and faithful servants. 

Help us to work with you 

for the growth of mercy 

and goodness in the world. 

May we make the best use of 

all you have given us. 

Amen.   

The Words of Pope Francis 

Every human being, of any people or religion, every human being is             
sacred, is precious in the eyes of God and has the right to live in 
peace. Let us not lose hope: let us pray and work tirelessly so that a 
sense of humanity may prevail over hardness of heart. 







 

Menu week 2     Diary Dates      

Monday 20th November 

Owls swimming 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
Lunchtime 

Space club 

Year 1 Football  

Year 2 Football  

Years 5 & 6 Computing club  

Years 3 to 6                 
International club  

Years 3 to 6 French club  

Years 1 & 2 Scrapbook club  

Years 3 to 6 CAFOD     
Enterprise club  

Years 3 to 6 Boccia  

Years 1 & 2 Gymnastics  

 

 

Tuesday 21st November 

Reception Reading Zone  

Years 3 to 6 Geography 
club, lunchtime  

Years 3 to 6 Basketball 
club 

Years 1 and 2 Dance club 

Years 3 to 6 Spanish club 

Wednesday 22nd November 

Reception Reading Zone 

KS1 Karate   

 

Friday 24th November 

INSET DAY - SCHOOL 
CLOSED FOR PUPILS 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

  

Olivia, Reginald, Layla, Kiera, Olivia, Rose, Hayley, & Dennis  

Headteacher Award 

Toby and David, for being amazing authors and illustrators 

Golden Awards:   

Dragonflies:  Autumn, for her amazing attitude to her learning 

Grasshoppers:  Harley, for his excellent attitude to learning in all subjects  

Hedgehogs:  Hermione,  for sincere and thoughtful work on Remembrance Day 

Squirrels:   Andreas, for his great attitude towards his learning  

Badgers:   Tawana, for being a fantastic role model to her peers 

Foxes:   Mayah, for a fantastic effort when writing a scene story 

Hares:   Archie, for demonstrating an amazing understanding of Confirmation in RE 

Rabbits:   Keaton, for his amazing home made musical instruments 

Kingfishers:  David, for his amazing writing linked to the Highwayman 

Robins:   Aurora, for always producing outstanding homework 

Eagles:   Filip, for producing a fantastic piece of homework 

Owls:    Alana, for excellent work in numeracy 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Patrick’s 

Thursday 23rd November 

Reception Reading Zone 

Robins library 11:00 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

Year 5 & 6 Mass 14:00 

KS2 Karate   

Year 1 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime 

Year 2 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime  

Years 3 and 4 Football  

Years 5 and 6 Football  

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

  All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 


