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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is HOPE. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
We have been reflecting on the readings from Mass last Sunday when we heard 
the parable of the 5 Talents. A man had some coins called Talents and he gave 
them out to his servants according to their abilities. Two of the servants used 
them wisely and one servant did not make the most of his coin. This parable     
encourages us to remember that in our lives today, we must make the most of 
our actual talents and try to do everything to the best of our abilities. In               
assembly this week we talked about how we must use our talents, that God has 
given us, to help others and to make our world a better place.  
 
In our Catholic Social Teaching Assembly this week, we talked about the             
principles that we are focusing on this half term, Option for the Poor and Human 
Dignity. We thought in particular about people who are Homeless and how we can help them through our actions, 
raising awareness and our prayers. We have put up a tent in our central prayer space and the children have been 
considering what it must be like to have to live in a tent without many of life’s basic things such as running          
water, warmth and electricity. They have been writing prayers asking God our Father to bless everyone and keep 
them safe.  
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend. 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

 
Year 5 and Year 6 Class Mass 
 
Many thanks to the parents and families who came along to our Year 5 and 6 Mass today. It was wonderful to  
celebrate God’s love for our school community, together. 
 
School Uniform 
 
I sincerely appreciate the effort that families are making to ensure that their child is in the correct school  
uniform. The children have all looked smarter this week. As we enter the colder winter months please remember 
that your child will need a Holy Cross coat. 
 
Premier League Trophy  
 
We are very excited that the Premier League trophy will be visiting our school on Wednesday. We will start the 
day with a whole school assembly and the trophy and then every class will have an opportunity to have a photo 
with it. Our thanks to Mr Clarke who entered us into a competition and it is fantastic that we have won this  
brilliant opportunity! 
 
After School Club pick up 
 
Please remember that the After School Club closes at 5.30pm. We are noticing that there are an increasing 
number of children not being collected on time. This then has an impact on staff who are running the club. It is 
very  important that children are collected by 5.30pm and that parents make sure that they are leaving enough 
time to arrive at school promptly to collect their child. We may need to charge an additional late fee if children 
are not collected by 5:30pm, on more than one occasion. 
  
  



Year 4 Cooking 
 
Year 4 Hares have been busy this week. In preparation for our Ancient Egyptian day, they worked in small 
groups to make Egyptian bread with raisins and it looked and tasted delicious!  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Year 3 PE 
 
In conjunction with their dance, fitness and mental health topics this term, Year 3, had a combined PE lesson, 
where they danced to a range of Just Dance challenges. All of the children had a fun time, showing great   
enthusiasm and participation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A prayer from Brielle in Year 2 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Grasshoppers, achieving 95% attendance. Well done! The joint    
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Badgers, Foxes and  
Rabbits, attaining 98% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is  unable to attend school. We are frequently    having to 
contact  parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it 
may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies  88% 

Ladybirds  94% 

Dragonflies 93% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 92% 

Squirrels 92% 

Badgers 98% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 94% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 97% 



Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Zara      

 Badgers:  Hayley   Foxes:  Bali   

 Hares:  Margaret   Rabbits:  Diana & Liana    

 Kingfishers:  David    Robins:  Albert   

 Eagles:  Iris    Owls:   Demi       
                  

  

Gospel Value Awards  

 Love 

 - - generosity, magnanimity 

“Love your enemies.” (6:27), 

“This is my body given for you.” (21:19) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Braven   Grasshoppers: Tilly      

 Hedgehogs:   Lottie   Squirrels:  Viktoria     

 Badgers:  Freddie   Foxes:  Tilly       

 Hares:   Aimee   Rabbits:  Hendrix       

 Kingfishers:  Emilie    Robins:  Khalisa                                  

 Eagles:   Ethan    Owls:   Daisy      
                 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Words of Pope Francis 

As young people, you are the joyful hope of the church and of a          
humanity always on the move. I would like to take you by the hand 
and walk with you on the path of hope. 







 

Menu week 1     Diary Dates      

Monday 27th November 

Owls swimming 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
Lunchtime 

Space club 

Year 1 Football  

Year 2 Football  

Years 5 & 6 Computing club  

Years 3 to 6                 
International club  

Years 3 to 6 French club  

Years 1 & 2 Scrapbook club  

Years 3 to 6 CAFOD     
Enterprise club  

Years 3 to 6 Boccia  

Years 1 & 2 Gymnastics  

 

 

Tuesday 28th November 

Years 3 to 6 Geography 
club, lunchtime  

Years 3 to 6 Basketball 
club 

Years 1 and 2 Dance club 

Years 3 to 6 Spanish club 

Wednesday 29th November 

KS1 Karate   

 

Friday 1st December 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly 2:30 

Years 3 to 6 Dodgeball  

Happy Birthday this week to… 

  

 Tilly, Mia & Oba 

Headteacher Award: 

Aoife, Kayla, River, Bali, Ciaran, Olivia, Lucas, Dylan, Ollie, Maya, Eddie, Edward, Elissa, Nikoleta, Cooper & 
Olivia, for their beautiful reading and offertory procession at family Mass. 

 

Golden Awards:   

Dragonflies: Grace, for working so hard in her writing   

Grasshoppers: Luca, for always being helpful and thinking of others 

Hedgehogs: Amanda, for helping others with their reading and learning  

Squirrels:  Kayla, for working hard on her acrostic poem   

Badgers:  Luka, for great enthusiasm during our visit to Harlow town.  

Foxes:  Charlotte, for fantastic effort in every lesson  

Hares:  Oliver, for his wonderful work bout direct speech  

Rabbits:  Dominik, for always trying his hardest with his spellings and homework  

Kingfishers: Aria, for all her hard work in maths, especially times tables!  

Robins:  Nayt, for always putting 100% effort in all his work and taking pride in his presentation  

Eagles:  Rhianne, for always having a positive and enthusiastic attitude to learning  

Owls:   Josie, for a working hard in all lessons  

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St George’s 

Thursday 30th November 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

Year 1 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime 

Year 2 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime  

Years 3 and 4 Football  

Years 5 and 6 Football  

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

  All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 


