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1st December 2023 

  
GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is GENTLENESS. Please 
reflect on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
We have been reflecting on the readings from Mass last Sunday, which was the 
Feast Day of Christ the King. This is the final Sunday in the Liturgical year and 
we think of Jesus as our King and light of the world. In the Gospel we hear the 
words that underpin all of our Gospel Values and our School Mission statement,  
For I was hungry, and you gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me to 
drink; I was a stranger, and you took me in: Naked, and you covered me: sick, and 
you visited me: I was in prison, and you came to me.               
And 
And the king answering, shall say to them: Amen I say to you, as long as you did it 
to one of these my least brethren, you did it to me. Matthew 25: 35-36 and 40 
 
We were very excited to put up the school decorations as we enter the 
season of Advent. This is a magical time in our school and the children 
have been practising very hard in Reception and Year 1 for their Nativity 
play and in Years 2 and 3 for their Carol Concerts. We are really looking 
forward to all the special activities that we have planned over the next 2 
weeks. Please see the list of events below so that you don’t miss anything! 
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

 

 

 

Holy Cross Christmas Tree of Peace 
 
Many thanks to our PTA for sourcing us our beautiful Christmas Tree which has pride of place outside the front 
entrance! We are very grateful to Van Haag Garden centre in Ware for donating the tree and the stand 
for free. You will see lots of special decorations appear on the tree and on the shrubs on the walkway to the 
playground over the next few days. Each child will make a special Christmas bauble of peace with a message on 
them for peace in our world. 
 
Christmas cards 
 
This year each Year group will have its own special North Pole post bag where the children can 
put any Christmas cards that they have written to their friends. These will be given out every 
few days in class. 
 
 
Straight in-Low Temperatures 
 
If it is extremely cold in the morning we will bring the children straight in to school. This will be decided every 
morning so please still plan to arrive on the playground on time and remain with your child from Years 
Reception to Year 5, until the whistle blows at 8.40am. It is very important that your child has a (named) 
school coat, hat, scarf and gloves as they will be outside at some point in the day also girls should wear grey 
tights 



Premier League Trophy 
 
We were thrilled to have a special visit from the Premier League Trophy on Wednesday this week. The 
children (and staff) were ecstatic and we had a very lively assembly with the coaches who accompanied the 
trophy. We were complimented on the children’s enthusiasm and excellent behaviour. 
 
Very special thanks to Mr Clarke who entered us for this competition and it is thanks to him that our school 
had this wonderful opportunity. We are the first school in Harlow to host the trophy and we even made the 
local paper: https://www.yourharlow.com/2023/11/30/footballs-premier-league-trophy-arrives-at-holy- 
cross-school/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After School Club pick up 
 
To improve the end of day collection We now have a new mobile phone for the After-School Club. We ask 
that parents ring 07938 703319 on arrival at the front gate (not before) and we will then buzz to let you in. 
Please remember that the After-School closes at 5.30pm. It is very important that children are collected by 
5.30pm and that parents make sure that they are leaving enough time to arrive at school to collect their 
child. We may need to charge an additional late fee if children are not collected on time, on more than one 
occasion. 
 

Boccia Tournament 

On Friday 17th November, we attended two boccia tournaments at Mark Hall. In the year 3 and 4 event, 
Jackson, Lucas, Isabella and April showed amazing teamwork and won most of their matches vs St James and 
Church Langley. In the year 5/6 event Luisa, Isaac, Luna and Joshua played great,  defeated Purford Green 
and were edged out 2-1 by overall winners Jerounds. 

Well done everyone, the hard work every Monday has paid off! Super skills. 

https://www.yourharlow.com/2023/11/30/footballs-premier-league-trophy-arrives-at-holy-
https://www.yourharlow.com/2023/11/30/footballs-premier-league-trophy-arrives-at-holy-


Calendar competition winners 

Congratulations to the winners of the calendar competition: 

Butterflies-  Seedivya 

Ladybirds- Aleah 

Dragonflies-  Chloe 

Grasshoppers- Oliwier 

Hedgehogs- Edie 

Squirrels- Viktoria 

Badgers- Keira 

Foxes- Ivy 

Hares- Hendrix 

Rabbits- Keaton 

Kingfishers- Hayley 

Robins- Justin 

Eagles- Darrelle 

Owls- Josie 

Calendars can be ordered from the school office from Monday 4th December, they can be collected from 
10th December. You can purchase a calendar for the price of £4.50 each or 2 for £8.00. 

A preview paper copy is in the school office. 
 

This academic year our Laudato Si Eco Council have 
been very busy. 
 
In August we had our new clothes bin delivered. 
This can be found in the outside carpark, so if you 
have any unwanted clothes, pairs of shoes or items 
you are   getting rid of, please put them in our 
clothes bin, as when this is emptied and the school 
is given money. 
 
Just inside the school office is our battery and ink 
cartridge recycling boxes, if you have any used      
batteries or cartridge's please put them in our      
recycling boxes, when the boxes are filled we have 
them  collected and disposed of in the correct way. 
and not sent to landfill. 
 
New this year!! Our school will be taking part in the 
Christmas Card Recycling Challenge. Approximately 
1 billion Christmas cards are thrown away each year
- that's around 33 million trees worth! 
 
We would love to encourage our children. parents, 
staff and friends of our families to help us with our       
challenge and bring in all your Christmas cards af-
ter Christmas. We are working in conjunction with 
UK Waste Direct. 
 
The card collection box will be in the school                
entrance. 
 
Thank you  
From Laudato Si Eco Council 



Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Grasshoppers and Hedgehogs achieving 95% attendance. Well done! The 
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Foxes, attaining 99%         
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am       ei-
ther by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence       op-
tion on every day of absence. We need full details of why your child 
is  unable to attend school. We are frequently    having to contact  
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the   ad-
ditional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of 
prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies  93% 

Ladybirds  88% 

Dragonflies 87% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 89% 

Badgers 88% 

Foxes 99% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 94% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 97% 

Christmas Card Recycling Bin FAQ’s 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Cristina   Squirrels:  Amelia     

 Badgers:  Adam    Foxes:  River   

 Hares:  Axel    Rabbits:  Priscilla    

 Kingfishers:  Aria    Robins:  Stanislaw   

 Eagles:  Isaac    Owls:   Heather      
                  

  

Gospel Value Awards  

 Integrity 

   - honesty, truth-telling 

“You will be brought before kings and governors because 
of my name. This will give you an opportunity to           
testify.” (21: 12-13)                                                     
“Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup” (11:39) 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Elisa    Grasshoppers: Malachi      

 Hedgehogs:   Oba    Squirrels:  Gabriella     

 Badgers:  Kodie    Foxes:  Christabel      

 Hares:   Luna    Rabbits:  Axel       

 Kingfishers:  Ella    Robins:  Brayan                                  

 Eagles:   Darrelle   Owls:   Blanka     
                 



 

 

 

 

 

"Think of the fig tree...as soon as you see them bud, you know that summer is now 

near." (Luke 21:29)   

In these last days of the Church’s year, just before the season of Advent begins, we are invited to be alert 

and watchful. Just as the emerging buds of the fig tree indicate that summer is on the way, so we too can 

look for signs of the kingdom. 

 

Jesus has just described the kinds of events that will take place before the end time: a world in crisis, dis-

asters both natural and human-made. These images of turmoil and distress speak to the realities of our 

present time. We know that the world is not as it should be. 

 

However, we are reminded that Jesus’ call is not to anxiety and fear, but to attentiveness and faith. When 

we see these things, Jesus tells us, the kingdom of God is near. Even in the midst of suffering, we can work 

for God’s realm of justice and peace, which will be fully realised when Jesus returns in glory. 

 

In this time of quiet, winter darkness, as we prepare to enter the season of Advent, let’s nurture the 

seeds of the Kingdom and watch for a glimpse of the new buds of summer. 

 

  

Prayer 

Loving God, 

be with us in shadows of suffering, anxiety and grief. 

Open our eyes to the signs of your coming reign, 

and our hearts to your life-giving presence. 

Amen. 

The Words of Pope Francis 

Jesus identifies with those who are hungry, thirsty, strangers, sick 
and prisoners. He tells us that we are “blessed” when we respond to 
these poverties with love—not turning away but drawing near to 
those in need. #GospelOfTheDay (Mt 25:31-46)  











 

Menu week 2     Diary Dates      

Monday 4th December 

Owls swimming 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
Lunchtime 

Space club 

Year 1 Football  

Year 2 Football  

Years 5 & 6 Computing club  

Years 3 to 6                 
International club  

Years 3 to 6 French club  

Years 1 & 2 Scrapbook club  

Years 3 to 6 CAFOD     
Enterprise club  

Years 3 to 6 Boccia  

 

 

Tuesday 5th December 

Years 3 to 6 Geography 
club, lunchtime  

Reception and Year 1   
Nativity 14:00 

Years 3 to 6 Basketball 
club 

Years 3 to 6 Spanish club 

Wednesday 6th December 

KS1 Karate   

Reception and Year 1         
Nativity 14:00 

Rabbits parents evening 

Reception and Year 1         
Nativity 18:00 

Friday 7th December 

KS2 Festival of Light 9:00 

KS1 Festival of Light 14:30 

Years 3 to 6 Dodgeball  

Happy Birthday this week to… 

  

Tilly, Flynn, Godswill, Chloe, Memphis, Elliott,  

Aimee, Hanley & Evan 

 

Golden Awards:   

 

Dragonflies: Basil, for trying his best in his R.E. and English work   

Grasshoppers: Arthur, for working hard in read comprehension 

Hedgehogs: Luca, for super writing and reflection during our R.E. lesson  

Squirrels:  Viktoria,  for working hard in R.E.   

Badgers:  Eliora, for trying so hard and having a great attitude to learning  

Foxes:  Evan, for always having a great attitude to towards his learning  

Hares:  Ciaran, for his excellent answers in R.E.  

Rabbits:  Diale, for being a star pupil and always setting an amazing example  

Kingfishers: Oliwier, for his effort in all lessons this week 

Robins:  Annaliesa, for always trying her very best and having an excellent attitude to learning  

Eagles:  Aurora, for always producing fantastic artwork and for supporting others 

Owls:   Pola,  for producing a beautiful advent picture 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St David’s 

Thursday 5th December 

Christmas jumper day 

Panto 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

Year 1 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime 

Year 2 Storytelling club, 
lunchtime  

Years 3 and 4 Football  

Years 5 and 6 Football  

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

  All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 


