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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is PEACE. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child. 
 
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
A very Happy New Year to all our Holy Cross pupils, families, staff and governors. 
I sincerely hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and that 2024 brings you 
many blessings. In our first Assembly of the new year and spring term we        
reflected on the scripture readings from the 1st January, the Feast of Mary the 
Mother of God. We heard how Mary kept close to her all of the special events of 
the night of the birth of Jesus, 
 
‘And all that heard, wondered; and at those things that were told them by the 
shepherds. But Mary kept all these words, pondering them in her heart.’ Luke 2: 
18-19 
 
We thought in Assembly about all the special moments that we enjoyed during Christmas and that we would 
treasure these in our hearts, just like Mary our Mother. We celebrated a beautiful Mass this afternoon to 
celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany and we are reminded that our journey from Christmas through the year, 
continues. We are called to bring the light of Jesus to everyone in our lives by showing love and kindness. 
 
We have added a new Gospel Value this term, bringing our Gospel Values to 10. As a school we feel that this is an 
important part of our school ethos and we have added Peace; Peace in our hearts, Peace in our lives and Peace in 
our world. The children have been writing some beautiful prayers about Peace and we have shared some in this 
week’s newsletter. 
 

‘The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. 
The Lord shew his face to thee, and have mercy on thee. 

The Lord turn his countenance to thee, and give thee peace.’ Numbers 6: 24-26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome our new Deputy Headteacher, Ms Dodd to our Holy Cross family; please join me in wishing her 
every success and happiness as she begins her journey with our school. 
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend.  

 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    



 
Ms Dodd 
 
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy New Year. 
May the coming year bring you peace, happiness, and good health. 
 
My name is Ms Sarah Dodd and I am thrilled to be joining Holy Cross as the Deputy 
Headteacher. I have been privileged to work in many schools across my career and 
this is my second Deputy Headteacher post. I have spent the last two days getting 
to know the children who have all been so excited to be back at school. It has been 
a real joy. 
 
I will be on the school gate most mornings. Please do not hesitate to come and say 
hello if you see me there. I believe in the importance of open communication       
between staff and parents, and I look forward to working closely with you. 
 
I would like to express my gratitude to the Holy Cross team for their warm         
welcome to the school. They are an exceptional team, and I am confident that,    
together, we will continue to provide a safe, happy and caring community where all are welcome. 
 
School Uniform 

A reminder about the importance of wearing the correct Holy Cross winter uniform, which includes our school 
coat. Children should not wear any other coat please. It is also important that children wear the correct 
school tie, for their Key Stage. Boots are okay to wear but they must be black and suitable for school.  
 
Also a reminder that jewellery is not part of the school uniform and this includes earrings. Please also make 
sure that your child does not wear make up or nail varnish to school, as they will be sent to the office to    
remove it.  



Prayers for Peace 

Year 4 have been writing prayers for peace. Here are prayers from Liana, Hendrix, Harry and Freya 











 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 7 January, Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord: Matthew 2:1-12   

“We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.”    

Preaching on the feast of the Epiphany, St Oscar Romero spoke of the Magi searching in the darkness for 

a mystical light, shining as a sign of God present to all the nations, through his Son who would bring         

universal salvation and wellbeing.  At a time of increasing conflict in El Salvador it was, he said, time to 

heed Pope St Paul VI’s call “No to violence! Yes to peace”.   

 

Journeying to pay homage to the infant King, the Magi may have followed the path taken by Mary and          

Joseph from Nazareth. Today this would take them through a land aching under years of conflict, a Holy 

Land which is not a place of peace.  Bethlehem is now partly surrounded by a wall, once depicted by the      

artist Banksy with Mary & Joseph on one side, the stable with the star above on the other.  A wall seen by 

some as an essential means of protection, by others a sign of occupation and a barrier to freedom.    

 

Polish graphic designer Piotr Młodożeniec created the image to represent tolerance        

between religions, replacing letters with symbols of Islam, Judaism and Christianity. As we witness the  

latest conflict in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory, let us hope that one day the light of true 

peace and reconciliation may emerge from the darkness of war. May there be peace and justice for all for 

whom Abraham is one father in faith, in the Holy Land where the Prince of Peace was born, taught, and 

died for us all. 

 

 

Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace  

May your light shine for all the nations, to follow the 

path to reconciliation and peace.  May all people live 

together in freedom and without fear, walking side by 

side on the road to Bethlehem and throughout the 

Holy Land. 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

We all have shortcomings, loneliness, and voids that ask to be filled. 
When we are tempted to retreat into ourselves, let us go to Mary,    
Mother of fullness. When we cannot untangle the knots of our life, let us 
seek refuge in her. 











 

Menu week 1     Diary Dates      

Monday 8th January 

Kingfishers swimming  

 

Tuesday 9th January 

 

Wednesday 10th January 

 

Friday 12th January 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 14:30 

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Adam, Zuzanna, Emilia, Olivia, Liana, Diana & Marcel 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 11th January  

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    


