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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is SIMPLICITY. Please       
reflect on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
We have been reflecting on the readings from last Sunday’s Gospel where we 
heard the story of the journey of the 3 Kings to Bethlehem to pay homage to  
Jesus. The arrival of the Kings completes the Nativity scene at the stable and we 
are comforted by the beauty and serenity of the Holy Family as these great 
Kings show reverence to Jesus with their special gifts. We are reminded that we 
all have gifts and that we should share these with everyone around us so that we 
can bring the light of Jesus into the lives of others. 
 
The Kings travelled on a very long journey but they were guided all the way by 
the great Star of Bethlehem. We have been reflecting on our lives as a journey 
and how it can sometimes be a smooth path or a bumpy road. We look to the story 
of the Kings and we see the Star of Bethlehem; the star can stay with us as a 
guiding light throughout this year. We must keep the bright shining light in our minds and ask God to help us 
as we go through the year ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend.  

 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

After School Club 

This is running with great success and we are pleased that the children are positive about the changes that we 
have made. Please remember that for your child to attend the club that they must be booked in, by 1pm on the 
same day. Please remember that After School Club finishes at 5.30pm.  

Late Collection 

Please read the important letter that Mrs Kerrell has sent out regarding our policy, if children are collected late 
from school or After School Club. 

 

 



Congratulations to the joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Butterflies and Hedgehogs achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The 
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Kingfishers, attaining 99%         
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so  important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having 
to contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s 
absence it may not be  authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the     
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies  98% 

Ladybirds  97% 

Dragonflies 95% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 95% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 99% 

Robins 95% 

Eagles 98% 

Owls 98% 

Cold Weather 
The weather is very cold so please make sure that your child is well wrapped up with the school coat, hats, 
gloves and a scarf (all named). 
 
Applications for Reception 
 
The closing date for Reception September 2024 admissions is 15th January. Please ensure that if you have a 
child due to start school, in September, that you have applied to Essex County Council. For more information 
follow the link below: 
 https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-school-places  
 
A Supplementary Information Form will also need to be completed. These are available from the school office.  
 
Futsal Tournament 
 
Last Friday, eight children from year 4 took part in a  futsal 
tournament at Church Langley school. The games were played in 
teams of four and futsal encourages lots of touches of the ball 
and goalkeepers to join with the play.  
 
Team 1: Archie (fantastic saves), Dominik (top defender), Parker 
and Diale (goal machines!). 
Team 2: Kojo (sweeper keeper), Lucas (midfield dynamo), Sid 
(super goal scorer) and Barry (brilliant dribbler). 
 
Team 1 won their group and were unbeaten and made it to the 
final, where they lost to the winners Newhall. 
Team 2 finished third in their group and then lost narrowly to Church Langley in their final match. 
 
Mr Clarke and Mr Kelly were so impressed with the skills, determination and teamwork on display. 
The year 4 children competed against year 5 and 6, which made their achievements even more impressive! 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-school-places


 





 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 14 January, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time: John 1:35-42  

“Jesus turned round, saw them following him, and said: What do you want?”  

If Jesus asked us today “What do you want?”  I wonder how we might reply.  We might say “I want          

something to strengthen my hope for peace now and in the future, for all children.”  

 

There are so many sad and dangerous events happening around our world. CAFOD reports on them          

regularly,  and tells us how help and hope is being given.  Encouraging as these reports are,  many of us 

might be thinking,  like John Laurie in “Dad’s Army” we’re all doomed!  

 

Colin Parkes wrote: “Goodness is not gone from the world because one good person has died. Meaning has 

not gone from life, because one who meant so much is no longer present.  The loss of one trusted person  

need not undermine trust in all of those who remain.”  

 

Even so, holding on to hope is not an easy thing to do, but if we believe in the message of Jesus, we have to 

do it.   

 
God of all people,  

may our belief and trust 

in the message of Jesus  

help to strengthen our hope  

when we reflect on the troubles 

in our world. 

Amen.   

The Words of Pope Francis 

One word in particular resounds in two principle Christian 
feasts. That word is “peace”. Peace is primarily a gift of God, 
but it is also a  responsibility incumbent upon all of us.  











 

Menu week 2     Diary Dates      

Monday 15th January 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

Kingfishers swimming  

KS1 Football 

Tuesday 16th January 

Year 6 reading zone 9:00 

KS2 Bootcamp 

Wednesday 17th January 

Year 6 reading zone 9:00 

KS1 Karate   

KS2 Basketball 

Friday 19th January 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 14:30 

Dodgeball 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Hendrix, Stevie, Sebastian, Zora, Liam,  

Jayden, Millie, Gwenda & Filip 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Thursday 18th January  

Year 6 reading zone 9:00 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

KS2 Football 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 


