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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is GENTLENESS. Please       
reflect on this at home with your child. 
 
We have been reflecting on the readings from last Sunday and God’s call to   
Samuel. We thought in assembly about how we have to listen intently for God’s 
quiet call of our name and that when God calls to us we have to respond that we 
are ready. This week, the children have considered how they can serve others by 
being the best that they can be in their friendships, in their family lives and in 
how they look after God’s world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Dodd introduced our language of the half term at assembly on Thursday which is Polish. We loved having 
some of our children teaching us greetings and saying the Our Father in Polish and we will all be trying to speak 
Polish every day around school. We will focus on a different language each half term as we celebrate all of our 
cultures and nationalities at Holy Cross.  
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

 

Prayer 

Pope Francis has declared that 2024 is a Year of Prayer. Our Chaplains are thinking about how we can share and 
say prayers across our school and they have been visiting lots of the classes this week to support with the Class-
room Acts of Worship. The children have also been buddying up and sharing their Prayer Journals and RE work 
with children in another class (please see the photos on the website). 

  

We have a new Prayer and Liturgy Directory and there are prayers that the children should know by a certain 
age. We have uploaded this information to the website to support parents with prayer at home. 

  

We also have a brand-new school prayer (thank you Ms Dodd) which we have shared with the children today and 
we will be saying this every day in class and in assemblies. It is always wonderful when the children share with us 
prayers that they have written at home. 



Cold Weather 

The weather is very cold so please make sure that your child is well wrapped up with the school coat, hats, 
gloves and a scarf (all named). If it is very cold at the start of the day the children will come straight in. 

 

Late Collection 

A letter went home last Friday explaining that we would be charging a late pick up fee if children are collected 
late after school or from After School Club. This will come into effect on Monday and will be £1 per minute. 
We urge you to book your child into After School Club if you believe that you will not be on time to collect 
them at the end of the day. It is not possible or reasonable for parents to expect staff to supervise their 
child if they are not collected on time, as teachers and office staff are on to other tasks at the end of the 
school day. 

 

Parking 

A letter was sent out yesterday regarding parking in the Passmores Academy car park. We have received a 
letter from the Executive Principle of Passmores expressing his concern over our parents parking without  
permission and then the behaviour of some parents when they were challenged. Some parents have been     
abusive and threatening and this does not put our school in a good light nor is it acceptable behaviour in front 
of children. Please do not park in the Passmores Academy car park as this is trespassing and we have parking 
available a short walk away in Nichols Field. Click on the link for the location of Nichols Field: 

 https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=800&type=pdf  

 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=800&type=pdf


Congratulations to the joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Hedgehogs achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, are Rabbits, attaining 99% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so             
important and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The 
gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having 
to contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s     
absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the     
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form 
of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies  96% 

Ladybirds  96% 

Dragonflies 95% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 99% 

Squirrels 95% 

Badgers 91% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 99% 

Kingfishers 92% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 95% 

 

Below is some beautiful R.E. work from Lottie in  Year 2.  





 





Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Zara    Squirrels:          

 Badgers:  Jayden   Foxes:  James     

 Hares:  Sofia    Rabbits:  Filip      

 Kingfishers:  Leah    Robins:  Eliana   

 Eagles:      Owls:   Ronnie      
                  

 

Gospel Value Awards  

 Peace 

 - tranquillity, quiet, reflective, grateful 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid”  John 14:27 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Dragonflies: Yohanna-Nicole  Grasshoppers: Melina      

 Hedgehogs:   Raysa    Squirrels:  Layla       

 Badgers:  Aidan    Foxes:  Ivy     

 Hares:   Vienna-Baye  Rabbits:  Keaton       

 Kingfishers:  Ella    Robins:  Jeanette                                   

 Eagles:   Jake    Owls:   Olivia      
                 
                 
                 

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 21 January, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mark 1:14-20   

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus invites us to come and follow him. He asks us to leave behind all of our material 

possessions and earthly desires to love and serve him.   

 

Reading this passage, I thought about how many times my parents have called for me while I sat scrolling 

on my phone. I thought about how many times I’ve ignored their calls or asked to delay their requests. How 

often do I ignore or delay when it comes to answering God’s call?   

 

Jesus asks us to surrender everything we have to grow in friendship with him. This message uniquely         

resonates with today’s materialistic culture. Too often we forget that this world is temporary and that we 

are called to eternal life in Heaven. We’ve grown attached to the distractions of this world and forgotten 

the blessings that await us.   

 

Imitating the disciples, let us joyfully respond to God’s call and grow in communion with him.  As we follow 

him, we are asked to love our neighbour, to treat others as we would wish to be treated and to stand up for 

justice in our world. One way we can do this is by supporting CAFOD’s work, helping those in most need 

around the world.   

Lord God, help me to desire you. Help me to hear your 

voice and choose to follow you. I ask for the courage 

to live for you and not for this world. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

The #WordofGod is a gift addressed to everyone. We can 
never restrict its field of action, for beyond all our           
calculations, it springs forth in a spontaneous, unforeseen, 
and unpredictable way, in the ways and times that the Holy 
Spirit knows.  











 

Menu week 1     Diary Dates      

Monday 22nd January 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

Kingfishers swimming  

KS1 Football 

Tuesday 23rd January 

Year 5 reading zone 9:00 

 

Wednesday 24th January 

Year 5 reading zone 9:00 

KS1 Karate   

 

Friday 26th January 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 14:30 

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Leonardo, Harvey & Edward 

 

Golden Awards:   

Butterflies: Zuriel, for having such a happy and positive attitude to all learning 

Ladybirds:  Zakary, for being a fantastic independent learner 

Dragonflies: Nathan, for trying very hard in all subjects and group discussions  

Grasshoppers: Alexander, for a fantastic start to 2024  

Hedgehogs: Lillian, for an excellent effort during our work on adjectives   

Squirrels:  Javonte-Blu, for his fantastic alliteration in English   

Badgers:  Kiera, for always having a fantastic attitude to learning  

Foxes:  Elsie, for great participation and effort during all lessons  

Hares:  Riley, for being extremely helpful in class and during lunchtimes  

Rabbits:  Caiden, for coming back to school with a mature attitude to learning  

Kingfishers: Sean, for his perseverance in maths  

Robins:  Luisa, for her very good effort and understanding in R.E.   

Eagles:  Iris, for always having an excellent attitude to learning  

Owls:   Demi, for an excellent attitude to his work  

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Andrew’s 

Thursday 25th January  

Year 5 reading zone 9:00 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

KS2 Football 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 


