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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is JUSTICE. Please reflect 
on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
We have been reflecting on the Gospel from last Sunday when Jesus calls his 
first disciples to leave everything and to follow Him. We know of course that    
Simon and Andrew and then James and John, left everything they were doing and 
everything they had to follow Jesus and answer His call. We have been thinking 
about how we must try to listen to the call of God and to follow His ways. We 
know that when we follow our Gospel Values and show that we care and have    
empathy for others, that we are listening and following God. Sometimes this is 
difficult so we must put our trust in God Our Father and pray to strength and 
wisdom.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

Prayer 

Pope Francis has declared that 2024 is a Year of Prayer. We would like to encourage our pupils and parents to 
visit the Prayer and Worship page on our website where you will find all the prayers that you child needs to 
learn. There is also a link to Cafod where families can find lots of prayers to say together. 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Prayer+and+Worship&pid=228 

Online Safety 

We have some concerns around what some of our Key Stage 2 children are accessing online and in particular Tic 
Toc. Please make sure that you check your child’s device(s) regularly for the websites and content that they are 
accessing and please have strong parental controls in place. It is also apparent that the children are chatting 
online at very late hours of the night and in the early morning which means that they are not sleeping properly. 
This means they will not learn well and retain what they are being taught. There is more information available on 
our school website-please click on the online safety button on the Home page  

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/ 

 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Prayer+and+Worship&pid=228
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/


Congratulations to the joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Dragonflies achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of 
the KS2 Attendance Award are Rabbits, attaining 97% attendance. 
Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to con-
tact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If 
you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the     
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  96% 

Ladybirds  97% 

Dragonflies 99% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 93% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 96% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 94% 

Owls 89% 

PE Provision 

This is the final week that we will be having Evolve work with us to deliver some of our PE sessions. I would 
like to thank Scott, Kat and David for all of their hard work and dedication to the school and I know that the         
children will really miss them. I am sure that we will still see the team when we have special school events and 
of course they are still delivering after school clubs for us. 

PE will now be delivered by your Child’s class teacher as a taught lesson and the second session broken up in 
smaller active sessions across the week. This means that your child will be exercising, moving more regularly 
throughout the week and will be taking part in activities such as The Golden Mile, whole class Skipping, Yoga 
and Fitness Circuits. This will bring more flexibility to the timetable, more variety and most importantly     
improve the children’s fitness and stamina.  We are excited about this change! 

It is therefore essential that your child has their PE kit in school, including their trainers, as they will be   
moving most days. For the shorter sessions it will not be necessary to always get completely changed for PE 
but trainers are essential. If your child does not have trainers in school they will be asked to complete the 
Golden Mile, or other activity in their school shoes if we consider this to be safe. KS2 children who do not 
bring their PE kit/trainers to school will be asked to miss their Break or Lunchtime. 

 
Accident Reporting Procedures 
 
We have reviewed our Accident Reporting procedures this week and particular Head injuries. An important 
letter will be emailed to parents outlining these. Please take time to read this. 
 
Candles 
 
We want to make parents and families aware that we do light candles for many reasons in school as this are an 
important part of our Catholic faith. This is always done in a very safe and controlled way and always with an 
adult present. We are concerned that some of our youngest pupils may be trying to light candles at home. The 
children have all had a reminder about safety with matches, lighters and lighting candles and that at all times 
that there must be an adult present if anything involves a flame. 



Champions 

On Wednesday, 8 children took part in a Panathlon swimming gala and were lucky enough to go to the London 
Aquatics Centre where the 2012 London Olympics took place!  

The children arrived excitedly and ready to try their best. They took part in 9 different challenges/races and 
were amazing. They worked fantastically as a team, and it was so wonderful to see them cheering each other 
on and supporting one another.  

After all of the challenges the children got some fun free time in the pool. Then it was time to hear the 
scores, the children waited with their fingers crossed and were then delighted to hear Holy Cross had come 
first and won the whole gala! We all cheered and were so happy. The children proudly received their medals, 
certificates, and also a beautiful trophy.  

All children represented the school fantastically and all of the adults were so proud!  









 







Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

           

 Badgers:  Luca     Foxes:  Autumn   

 Hares:  Oliver    Rabbits:  Adaora      

 Kingfishers:  Marshall    Robins:  Eliana   

 Eagles:       Owls:   Daisy      
                  

   Gospel Value Awards  

 Simplicity 

   calm, uncomplicated, trust 

‘’And all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in Her heart.’’ Luke 2:18-19 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:  Jax    Ladybirds:  Marco 

 Dragonflies: Keziah   Grasshoppers: Leroy       

 Hedgehogs:   Kyren    Squirrels:         

 Badgers:  Alexander   Foxes:  Summer     

 Hares:   Jackson   Rabbits:  Emmanuella       

 Kingfishers:  Ilinca    Robins:  Victoria                                    

 Eagles:   Holly-Mai   Owls:   Layla      
                 
                 
                 

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 28 January, Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mark 1:21-28  

“The people were so astonished...and his reputation rapidly spread everywhere.”  

We see Jesus stand in the synagogue; we hear Jesus’ authoritative teaching. Where are we in this story? 

Are we bubbling over with amazement? Are we running off to tell everyone the news about Jesus, to tell 

them Jesus the long-awaited Messiah is here! Are we alive to the hope that Jesus brings of a spirit-filled 

life and resurrection with his Father? Perhaps we are burdened with evil spirits – such as fear, anger, guilt 

or prejudice - that need to hear Jesus’ voice telling them powerfully to leave us.    

 

Jesus is clear on the line of good versus evil. There is no tolerance for inaction. We must be ready when he 

comes. We all have a mission to bring justice and peace to a war-ridden, hungry world where if peace 

reigned and everything were shared fairly no one would go hungry. So many do not know or listen to Jesus’ 

authoritative teaching on how to live loving compassionate lives of service to one another.   

 

Just as Jesus’ revolution began in the hearts of those who sensed God’s presence in his teaching and his 

acts of healing and liberation, so too we are invited today to play our part in bringing God’s kingdom here on 

earth. How can we speak and act with the love, compassion, and mercy of Jesus today?   

All powerful, everlasting God, we thank you for the clear message of justice you 

preach through your Son, the Lord Jesus. We pray for action where there is inaction, 

we pray for peace where there is war, we pray that your Gospel of justice will bring 

healing and liberation throughout the world. Amen.   

The Words of Pope Francis 

The Gospel is the book of life. Let us allow the beauty 
of the word of God to conquer our lives.  











 

Menu week 2     Diary Dates      

Monday 29th January 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

Kingfishers swimming  

KS1 Football 

Tuesday 30th January 

Year 4 reading zone 9:00 

Maths workshops - 

Reception, Years 1 & 2 
9:00 - 10:00  

Years 3,4,5 & 6               
9:30 - 10:30  

Maths  meetings - 

Reception, Years 1 & 2  
15:30 - 16:00  

Years 3,4,5 & 6               
16:15 - 16:45  

Wednesday 31st January 

Year 4 reading zone 9:00 

KS1 Karate   

Year 5 Bikeability 

Friday 2nd February 

NSPCC Numbers Day - non 
school uniform 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 14:30 

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Harry, Esme, Isaac, Kivarly, Jimmy, Jude, Reuel, Joey,         
Nathan, Elaeh, Aleah, Emmanuella, Dominik & Livia 

 

Golden Awards:   

Butterflies: Jimmy, for the most beautiful handwriting and such detailed drawings! 

Ladybirds:  Jayron Jace, for being a kind and loving member of Ladybird class 

Dragonflies: Filip, for his positive attitude in all of his learning  

Grasshoppers: Malachi, for his fantastic effort in all his lessons 

Hedgehogs: Oskar, for excellent work on Oliver’s Vegetables  

Squirrels:  Lyla, for fantastic effort in all his lessons   

Badgers:  Adam, for displaying excellent behaviour   

Foxes:  Sarah, for having a great attitude especially in her writing  

Hares:  Phoebe, for working hard and settling in to our class so well  

Rabbits:  Rose, for working really hard on her phonics and learning her new words  

Kingfishers: Tehilah,  for always trying her best and producing fantastic work in all lessons 

Robins:  Praise, for her amazing work in R.E. and her on-going support as a class chaplain   

Eagles:  Bryan, for contributing well in class discussions - particularly in shared reading. Well done! 

Owls:   William, for making great progress in phonics 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Thursday 1st February  

Year 4 reading zone 9:00 

Hedgehogs library visit 
10:00 

Year 5 Bikeability 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

KS2 Football 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 


