
 

Newsletter 

9th February 2024 

  
GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value this coming week is Compassion. Please reflect 
on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
This week we have been reflecting in the words from last Sunday’s gospel,    
thinking about how Jesus takes each one of us by the hand and helps us. We have 
been reflecting on our school mission statement and remembering that, ‘Jesus is 
the centre of our lives’ and that we need to open our hearts and minds to His 
helping hand.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are turning our thoughts towards our Lenten Journey which will begin on Ash Wednesday, this coming week. 
We will all attend Mass together and receive ashes, the children will have an assembly on Monday to explain the 
significance of receiving ashes, to remind us of the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. I have also enclosed       
several Lenten resources with the newsletter, so that our families feel supported with prayer and worship at 
home. We will also send these home on Tapestry and SeeSaw.  
 
Well done to the Year 5 pupils who have completed Bike Ability over the last 2 weeks we are proud of your 
achievements and to the children who tool part in the Cycling Festival this morning. Our Year 3 pupils also         
enjoyed a fantastic trip to Celtic Harmony which will underpin their History learning about The Stone Age (more 
details next week). 
 
I hope that you all have a great weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

 

 



Lenten Resources 

Pope Francis has shared is message for Lent 2024 in a letter; 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-02/pope-francis-lent-is-a-time-
of-conversion-and-freedom. 

 

Please follow this link to the CAFOD website where you will find resources for 
family prayer and a daily reflection: 

 

 

 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/lent-family-prayer-ideas 

Families may also like to sign up for the Lenten daily reflections: 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/lent-calendar 

Prayer 

Pope Francis has declared that 2024 is a Year of Prayer. We would like to encourage our pupils and parents to 
visit our Prayer and Worship page on our website where you will find all the prayers that you child needs to 
learn. There is also a link to Cafod where families can find lots of prayers to say together. 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Prayer+and+Worship&pid=228 

Classroom Acts of Worship 

Sincerest thanks to the parents and families who were able to come along to the Classroom Acts of Worship 
this week and to those parents and families who will be attending next week. It was wonderful to share these 
special times in the week with you and please visit our website to see photos: 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Collective+worship&pid=130 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year the CAFOD club have signed up to the Big Lenten Walk. The aim of the fundraising is that we walk 
200km over the 40 days of Lent. That sounds like a lot, but it is only 5 km (3 miles) a day. In school we are 
very active and this counts towards our steps. We will be doing regular golden miles in school to help get 
those steps in. You can help at home by ditching the car (this is good for the environment too) and walking to 
school or the shops don't forget to wear your fit bit to track these steps (please don't wear smart watches 
at school). The children will be coming home with a sponsor form – to donate is very easy you just follow the 
link below to our just giving page and donate what you can.  In 2023 250,000 children and young people from 
650 schools raised £187,000 for Lent! Let’s try to help CAFOD raise even more money this year to help   
communities in need around the world. 

There will be prizes for the furthest distance and most money raised.  

When donating please put the child's name and class so we can keep track. 

 https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/cafod-club-fundraising-page 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-02/pope-francis-lent-is-a-time-of-conversion-and-freedom.html#:~:text=In%20his%20message%20for%20Lent,the%20lives%20of%20our%20communities
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-02/pope-francis-lent-is-a-time-of-conversion-and-freedom.html#:~:text=In%20his%20message%20for%20Lent,the%20lives%20of%20our%20communities
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/lent-family-prayer-ideas
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/lent-calendar
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Prayer+and+Worship&pid=228
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Prayer+and+Worship&pid=228
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/cafod-club-fundraising-page


Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Ladybirds achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of the KS2 
Attendance Award are Foxes, also attaining 98% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having 
to contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s     
absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the     
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form 
of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  93% 

Ladybirds  98% 

Dragonflies 93% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 90% 

Badgers 94% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 94% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 93% 

Owls 95% 

Movie Night and Disco 
 
Thank you to the Friends of Holy Cross, for organising the movie night, last week and the disco today. Both 
events have been a tremendous success, with the children having a fabulous time.  
 
Thank you to all the parent helpers, who stayed to help, without you these events could not happen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bicycle Festival 
 
6 children were invited to a bicycle festival at Church Langley School. The children participated in a series of 
obstacle courses, races and challenges.  
 
Holy Cross children were amazing with their speed and sliding skills. Riding a bike is a great way to keep 
healthy both physically and mentally. If you have a bike at home ask your parents if you can go out for a ride 
this weekend.  









 





Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Hugo     Squirrels: Olivia         

 Badgers:  Nick     Foxes: Tadhg   

 Hares:  April     Rabbits: Feodora       

 Kingfishers:  Rohan     Robins: Justin     

 Eagles:  Faith     Owls:  Blanka      
                  

   Gospel Value Awards  

 Justice 

  fairness, equality, share for all 

‘’The Lord is gracious and merciful: patient and plenteous 
in mercy. The Lord is sweet to all: and his tender mercies 
are over all his works. The Lord is just in all his ways: and 
holy in all his works.’’ Psalm 145: 8-9, 17  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:  Jayden   Ladybirds:  Olivia   

 Dragonflies: Tobi    Grasshoppers: Salem       

 Hedgehogs:   Filip    Squirrels:  Olivia       

 Badgers:  Sophia   Foxes:  Athea      

 Hares:   Joshua   Rabbits:  Zofia        

 Kingfishers:  Amy    Robins:  Aroha                                    

 Eagles:   Miles    Owls:   Rhea      
                 
                 

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 11 February, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mark 1:40-45   

“The leprosy left him at once and he was cured.”  

The gospel for this Sunday tells the story of Jesus healing a man with leprosy. A leper was considered an 

outcast, isolated from the community. This person may stand for anyone who is excluded from the            

community or persecuted for being different. Prejudice and discrimination can be as painful as any physical 

disease.  

 

Jesus' response to the leper would have been startling at the time. Instead of avoiding or condemning the 

leper, Jesus reaches out with compassion, touching and healing him. Through the gospel, we are challenged 

to examine our own attitudes and behaviours towards those who feel on the margins of society. How might 

we engage with and uplift those who are often overlooked or rejected by the mainstream?  

 

The healing of the leper celebrates the transformative power of inclusion and acceptance. In the context 

of social justice, we are challenged to actively work towards creating a more inclusive and equitable       

society. In its mission, CAFOD projects and campaigns call for the breaking down of barriers and advocate 

for the dignity and rights of all individuals.  

 

May we be encouraged to recognise the humanity in every individual, and to work and pray for a world 

where everyone is treated with dignity, respect, and love.   

Loving Lord, you reach out your hand to all who need your healing 

touch. Help us to reach out to others with love and acceptance, 

building your Kingdom here in our families and communities. 

Amen    

The Words of Pope Francis 

Prayer gives us the strength to strive ahead, overcome our fears, 
and glimpse the salvation that God prepares for us, even amid the 
darkness. Prayer also draws God’s salvation near. #YearOfPrayer 











 

       Diary Dates      

Monday 12th February 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

Kingfishers swimming  

KS1 Football 

Shrove Tuesday 13th February 

Badgers library visit 9:00 

Hares library visit 11:00 

Parent forum 14:00 

 

Ash Wednesday 14th February 

Mass 9:15 

KS1 Karate   

 

Friday 16th February 

Inset Day 

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Phoebe, Hendrix, Jemimah. Jackson & Jeanette 

 

Headteacher Award:  

   Hendrix, for donating money to CAFOD club, when there was nothing left to buy in the sale.
    

Golden Awards:   

Butterflies: Tomas, for a fantastic attitude in phonics, making great progress. 

Dragonflies: Reg, for working very hard in all of your work.  

Grasshoppers: Tilly, for drawing a fantastic map in geography. 

Hedgehogs: Amara, for a positive attitude towards friendships and learning.  

Squirrels:  Millie, for trying hard on her work.   

   Caliyah, for writing a lovely vegetable shape poem. 

Badgers:  Clara, for excellent input in class discussions.  

Foxes:  Christabel, for always having a great attitude and being a good role model.  

Hares:  Jacob, for his amazing enthusiasm about the Amazon rainforest. 

Rabbits:  Miruna, for an amazing effort in her writing.  

Kingfishers: Sophie, for her fantastic effort in R.E. this week. 

Robins:  Julia, for her amazing effort in science, when creating a poster about our solar system  

Eagles:  Aimee, for always being ready to learn and setting an excellent example to her peers 

Owls:   Kiera, for showing an amazing knowledge of WW2 in history 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Thursday 15th February  

Rabbits library visit 10:00 

Robins library visit 11:00 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

KS2 Karate   

KS2 Football 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 


