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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value the first week after the break is Love. Please 
reflect on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
This week we have been preparing for Lent and thinking about almsgiving, fasting 
and prayer. We talked in assembly about giving whatever we can to those more in 
need than ourselves, giving up or eating less of our favourite foods (chocolate for 
Mrs Kerrell!) and praying more; giving thanks to God for all of the good things 
in our lives. We marked the beginning of Lent with a beautiful Ash Wednesday 
Mass; the children sang so beautifully and shared in all the responses and I was 
incredibly proud of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As our families know, we had our Catholic School Inspection on Wednesday and Thursday. I look forward to 
sharing the Inspection report with you when we receive it in around 3 weeks. I would like to thank parents 
who took the time to complete the Inspection questionnaire with such lovely and positive comments about 
the school. 
 
I would like to wish everyone in our Holy Cross family, especially our amazing children and wonderful staff a 
restful and happy half term. We look forward to seeing you on Monday 26th February. 
 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

Lenten Resources (a reminder from last week) 

Pope Francis has shared is message for Lent 2024 in a letter; 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-02/pope-francis-lent-is-a-time-of-
conversion-and-freedom. 

Please follow this link to the CAFOD website where you will find resources for family 
prayer and a daily reflection: https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/lent-family-prayer-ideas  

Families may also like to sign up for the Lenten daily reflections:  

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/lent-calendar 

Prayer 

Pope Francis has declared that 2024 is a Year of Prayer. We would like to encourage our pupils and parents 

to visit our Prayer and Worship page on our website where you will find all the prayers that you child needs 

to learn. There is also a link to Cafod where families can find lots of prayers to say together. 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Prayer+and+Worship&pid=228 
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https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/lent-family-prayer-ideas
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/lent-calendar
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Year 3 Celtic Harmony Trip 
 
On Friday 9th February, Year 3 went to Celtic Harmony for our Stone Age Trip. We took part in a range of 
different activities that Stone Age people would have had to do to survive.  
 
Our activities included: Den/Shelter building using branches and leaves to make the shelter as warm and     
waterproof as possible, watching our guide use 'knapping' to make a spear head out of a piece of flint,       
practising our hunting technique using 'spears', gathering different plants used for eating, making a soup using 
the ingredients gathered and practising trading as people in the Stone Age did not have money to buy things.  
 
The children all had a great day, listened well and asked some really interesting questions to further their  
understanding of our topic.  



Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,          
Butterflies achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award are Robins, also attaining 99% attendance. 
Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to con-
tact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence 
it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the     
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Hours of Education  

Maintaining a high school attendance percentage is such an important factor in your child’s success in 
learning. Your child’s attendance percentage is available to view on the Pupil Asset. The table above 
shows you what this means in terms of lost hours of learning, this term.  

Butterflies  99% 

Ladybirds  95% 

Dragonflies 91% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 94% 

Squirrels 88% 

Badgers 94% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 94% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 93% 

Robins 99% 

Eagles 92% 

Owls 88% 

 September — February 1/2 term 

Percentage 

Attendance 

Hours of 

education 
lost 

Weeks 
missed 

at school 

School 
days 

missed 

100% 0 0 0 

97% 15 0 3 

95% 25 1wk 1dy 5 

90% 50 2wks 10 

86% 70 2wks 4dys 14 

80% 100 4wks 20 

75% 125 5wks 25 

70% 145 5wks 4dys 29 

60% 194.5 7wks 4.5dys 39.5 

50% 247.5 9wks 4.5dys 49.5 









 



Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Lottie    Squirrels: Layla         

 Badgers:  Eliora     Foxes: Roman   

 Hares:  Isabella    Rabbits: Axel       

 Kingfishers:  Ella     Robins: Christiana     

 Eagles:  Mollie     Owls:  Rafe       
                  

   Gospel Value Awards  

 Integrity 

  honesty, truth, honour, faithfulness 

“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you 
can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with  
greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.”      
Matthew 25: 14-30 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:  Malakai-Chase  Ladybirds:  Gracie   

 Dragonflies: Reg    Grasshoppers: Phoebe      

 Hedgehogs:   Arnas    Squirrels:  Memphis      

 Badgers:  Hannah   Foxes:  Tilly      

 Hares:   Archie   Rabbits:  Attila        

 Kingfishers:  Hector   Robins:  Julia                                     

 Eagles:   Helith   Owls:   Eloise      
                 
                 

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 18 February, First Sunday of Lent: Mark 1: 12-15   

“The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty 

days, and was tempted by Satan.”  

Jesus goes out into the wilderness for forty days. He knows what it is like to be alone in dangerous              

conditions. He understands what it is like to be hungry and maybe even afraid.  

 

But Jesus is never abandoned. As Brother Myers, a pastor from Liberia, reflects: “Jesus was driven by the 

Spirit of God… Satan forgot that Jesus wasn’t alone. The spirit was still there.” 

 

James is a fisherman in Liberia who faces perilous conditions when he goes out to sea. He also knows what 

it is to be hungry and afraid. There are times when he spends hours in his boat without making a catch. 

 

Thanks to your support, James now has the equipment he needs to fish safely and sustainably. He has a 

compass, a life jacket and a GPS tracking system, which helps him to find good fishing spots and return 

home safely. 

 

His partner, Cynthia, now has more fish to sell and they are able to send their children to school, as well as 

save some money for the future.  

 

Let us then not abandon our sisters and brothers when they are in need of help. Let us stand alongside 

them as they work to feed their families.   

Compassionate God,  

you are always with us.  

Help us to walk alongside one another  

in challenging times, and  

to ease one another’s burdens.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

#Lent is about discerning where our hearts are directed. Let us 
ask: Where is my life’s navigation system taking me – towards God 
or towards myself?  











 

Menu week 1     Diary Dates      

Monday 26th February 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

Robins swimming  

KS1 Football 

Tuesday 27th February 

Parent/teacher consultations 
9:00 - 12:00    

Wednesday 28th February 

Year 2 reading zone 9:00 

KS1 Karate   

 

Friday 1st March 

St David’s house cake sale 

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 14:30 

Happy Birthday this week and in half term to… 

Rufus, Jayden, Isla, Ella, Leah, Ellis, Lucas, Isabella, Harley, 
Tehilah, Daisy, Keziah, Priscilla, Viktoria, Violet & Braven  

 

  

Golden Awards:   

Butterflies: Liam, for amazing and imaginative inventions. 

   Esme, for being such a helpful member of Butterflies class. 

Ladybirds:  Sreekuthrik, for learning all of his tricky words. 

Dragonflies: Eliza, for settling into Dragonflies class well. 

Grasshoppers: Oliwier, for his fantastic addition work in maths. 

Hedgehogs: Raysa, for outstanding effort in English.  

Squirrels:  Milo, for trying his hardest.   

Badgers:  Hayley, for writing a fantastic set of instructions.  

Foxes:  River, for having a great attitude towards his learning especially English 

Hares:  Aimee, for her excellent drama work in R.E. and English 

Rabbits:  Diana, for showing resilience in her learning 

Kingfishers: Edward, for his fantastic R.E. work this week. 

Robins:  Victoria, for showing in depth understanding and making excellent links in R.E., for the story 
   of the Passover. 

Eagles:  Logan, for beautiful R.E. work. 

Owls:   Araibella, for being amazing and loving every minute of number minute. 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Thursday 29th February  

Year 2 reading zone 9:00 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

PTA meeting 2:00 

KS2 Karate   

KS2 Football 

Parent/teacher               
consultations 15:30 - 19:00    

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 Multi Faith week 


