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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value the first week after the break is Humility. 
Please reflect on this at home with your child. 
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
This week we have been continuing on our journey through Lent and thinking of 
Pope Francis’ message, ‘Through the Desert God Leads us to Freedom.’ Lent is a 
time when we think of making amends for wrong doings we have done and for 
seeking forgiveness from others. Lent is a time to fast, giving to others and a 
time to pray. In the Gospel last Sunday, we had a little glimpse of heaven as we 
see Jesus transfigured and God’s voice reminding us, ‘This is my son the beloved, 
listen to Him’. We continue to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, keeping Him at 
the centre of our lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all of our families a great weekend. 

Happy first day of spring! 

Mrs Kerrell     

Headteacher    

Catholic School Inspection 

As our parents and families will know, we had our Catholic School Inspection on the 14th and 15th February. I am 
delighted to let everyone know that we achieved 7 out of 9 Outstanding grades with the remaining 2 being Good. 
We were graded as Outstanding in all aspects of Leadership. The report and covering letter are available on the 
school website or if you wish you can collect a hard copy from the school office.  

This is a wonderful result for our school and I could not be prouder of our fantastic pupils. My thanks to my 
hardworking and dedicated staff for all of their efforts and for the commitment of our governors. My thanks 
also to our families and all members of our school community for all of your support for our school.  

Below is a link to the CSI report: 

 https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Catholic+School+Inspection&pid=22  

 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Catholic+School+Inspection&pid=22


Mixed Ability Rugby  

Some of our children have attended SEN mixed ability 
rugby sessions last year. These are starting again this 
Saturday the 2nd of March and run alternate weeks. 
This session is free of charge and open to all abilities. 
Please contact mixedability@harlowrugby.club if you 
would like more information or to attend.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored Climb 

Congratulations and well done to Luke and Riley who 
climbed Cat Bells mountain in half term and raised a 
whopping £1175 for PACT for Autism.    

Parents Evening 
It was wonderful to see so many parents and families at the Parent Consultations this week. We enjoyed       
talking with you about your child’s progress and attainment and discussing things that they need to work on. 
Your child’s report will be sent out at the end of term. 
 
Family Mass 
We hope to see lots of children and our families at the Family Mass tomorrow evening at 5.30pm. If your child 
is coming along it would be wonderful if they could wear their school uniform please. We will be joining          
together with the pupils and families of St Luke’s primary school, who also share our parish. It will be           
wonderful to all celebrate Mass together. 
 
Coats and Uniform Labels 
Please check that your child’s uniform and especially their coat belongs to your child. All items must be                
labelled with the children’s names so that we can easily identify the owner of missing pieces of uniform. It 
seems that coats have turned up after months of being lost and it turns out other children have had someone 
else’s coat all this time. If you discover that your child has someone else’s uniform please return it to the            
office as soon as possible. 
 
St David’s Cake 
Well to St David’s house who raised £405 in their cake sale today. Thank you to house captains Pola and Mark 
for helping to sell cakes after school and thank you for all the cake donations. We are looking forward to St  
Patrick’s cake sale is in 2 weeks. Can St Patrick’s beat St David’s impressive target? 



Congratulations to the winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Grasshoppers achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of 
the KS2 Attendance Award are Owls, also attaining 99%                
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday,     
unless they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so 
important and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The 
gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to   
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it 
may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the     
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for 
a meeting with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  96% 

Ladybirds  94% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 99% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 90% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 95% 

Eagles 94% 

Owls 99% 

 





 







Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

 Hedgehogs:  Jemimah    Squirrels: Myles         

 Badgers:  Clara     Foxes: Aoife    

 Hares:  Riley     Rabbits: Freya        

 Kingfishers:  Zion     Robins: Eliana      

 Eagles:  Bryan     Owls:  Will       
                  

   Gospel Value Awards  

Compassion 

 kindness, patience, empathy, helpfulness 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. Colossians 3:12  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:  Orlagh   Ladybirds:  Temidayo     

 Dragonflies: Hudson   Grasshoppers: Gwenda      

 Hedgehogs:   Diona    Squirrels:  Viktoria      

 Badgers:  Afi    Foxes:  Blake      

 Hares:   Phoebe   Rabbits:  Zachary       

 Kingfishers:  Ohemaa   Robins:  Aurora                                    

 Eagles:   Emilia    Owls:   Amelia     
                 
                 
                 

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 3 March, Third Sunday of Lent: John 2:13-25  

“Take all of this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.”  

We see a different side to Jesus in this gospel passage. Here he is filled with righteous fury when he sees 

how people are busy making money in his Father’s house.  

Lawrencia Baidoo who ran training courses for the women in Liberia who clean, store and sell fish, shares 

her thoughts on this reading:  

“I believe that when it comes to the house of God, he doesn’t take it for play. He values his temple. …. If 

you go to his temple with a dirty heart, or without forgiving somebody… holding grudges against your 

friend… your heart is not clear and you are not purified.” 

The money changers and sellers are exploiting pilgrims who come to Jerusalem to worship. They make  

profit out of people’s piety and change the Temple from a place of prayer to one of commerce.  

Jesus is outraged. He will not have holiness become just another commodity that is sold.  

In our current world of sound bites, social media and short attention spans, we must be careful that we do 

not approach our faith in the same way.  

In the Instrumentum Laboris for last year’s Synod, we were reminded: “Mission is not the marketing of a 

religious product, but the construction of a community in which relationships are a manifestation of God ’s 

love and therefore whose very life becomes a proclamation.” (#52) 

Let us consider then, how we can enter God’s house with the right intentions, how we can build community 

in our lives, and how our relationships with others proclaim God’s love for all.  

God of wisdom,  

help us to build meaningful relationships with one another,  

with the earth and with you, so that together we may build a fairer world  

and proclaim to all people the greatness of your love.  

Amen.   

The Words of Pope Francis 

In this time of #Lent, let us strive not to put ourselves at the 
centre; rather, let us try to step aside to make room for others, 
to promote them, and to rejoice in their qualities and successes. 











 

Menu week 1     Diary Dates      

Monday 4th March 

Years 3 to 6 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

Robins swimming  

KS1 Football 

Tuesday 5th March 

Year 1 reading zone 9:00 

Wednesday 6th March 

Year 1 reading zone 9:00 

Year 5 Air Pollution workshop 

KS1 Karate   

 

Friday 8th March 

Non uniform World Book 
Day costumes 

Book sale  

KS2 Assembly 9:00 

KS1 Assembly 14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Blane, Ollie, Attila, Raysa, Marshall & Emilie 

 

Headteacher Award: 

   Luke and Riley, for their fantastic achievement in raising £1175  for PACT for Autism by 
   climbing Cat Bells mountain. 

Golden Awards:   

Butterflies: Jude, for making a huge effort with his handwriting. 

Ladybirds:  Dillon, for his positive attitude and enthusiasm for learning. 

Dragonflies: Chloe, for working hard on her writing and maths. 

Grasshoppers: Brody, for being a superstar and making great progress. 

Hedgehogs: Olivia, for an outstanding effort in R.E. 

Squirrels:  Andreas, for an amazing effort in all areas.   

Badgers:  Nicole-Marie, for great effort in her handwriting. 

Foxes:  James, for fantastic attitude in his learning, especially in R.E. 

Hares:  Eryk, for his excellent maths work on perimeter. 

Rabbits:  Sid, for his amazing resilience in his spellings! 

Kingfishers: Violet, for always being an excellent role model and a pleasure to teach. 

Robins:  Teodora, for her amazing contributions in our R.E. lessons. 

Eagles:  Charlie, for amazing R.E. work - well done! 

Owls:   Samuel, for perseverance. 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

and St Andrew’s 

Thursday 7th March  

Year 1 reading zone 9:00 

Years 1 to 2 Chaplaincy 
lunchtime 

PTA meeting 2:00 

KS2 Karate   

KS2 Football 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs are 15:15 to 16:15 


