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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for

at home with your chil d.

Weekly Reflection

We have been reflecting on the i mpor a

This Advent we want to deepen and st r

We remember our school@ emiussiientdteatce

and we follow in his footsteps and f : A

take a moment to pray quietly He wil :

There are |l ots of things happening i S ﬁ ne

everyone the opportunity to take a | itt p a

Jesus, through the beautiful readings a n ent

would Iike to extend a warm welcome to il

Concerts, presented by our Year 2 and Y. .. D . det
i I"N\\\\\\ &

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES
Fother, 03 we journey down this Advent rood,
we relight the candie of hope, and we light the condie of peoce.
Gramt us the Courage to moke Peoce: Peace in our heorts,
Peoce in our homes, ond Peoce in our communities.

Wi shing everyone a wond

Mrs Kerrell

Headteacher

Nativity and Festival o

We have had two wonderful celebrations gi

of Advent. Our Reception and Year Onéep ed

Bundl e dowft Boguch enthusiasm and happi ne I

Today, we have had our Festival of Lig il

Christingle to school, to share at thi at

moment when all the candles were |it a ui

sincere thanks to families for all the ep

these. Also special thanks to all the n

to Mrs Noonan for the Festival of Light



Car ol Concerts

We would Iike to extend a very warm welcome to all our f
present their Carol concert at 6pm next Wednesday 11t h D
6pm. No tickets are required.

Family Mass

We would Iike to invite the children t take part in a F
your child would Iike to volunteer to be a reader; pl ea
Christmas parties

The children |l ove their special celebrations at the end
donation of 50p to rds the food, if you have not alread
Sad Goodbye

Today Miss Byrne is | eaving us to return to a role that
Cross. She has helped and supported so many of the child
her. We wish her every success for the future and know t
Cross family.

Col d Weather

There is a definite chill in the air! The children wil
hats, scarfs and gloves so they can wrap up warm. Pl ease
Uni form

I't was wonderful to see the children |l ooking so smart to
families for your support with the uniform policy and es
cream or black. | will be sending out short survey nex
PE Kit on PE days is going.

Al so, a reminder that earrings are not part of our schoo
Clear plastic spacers, flat to the ear are acceptable bu

ATTENDANCE

MATTERS

Congratul ations to the winners of t
Grasshoppers achieving 98% attendan
KS2 Attendance Awar d, are Hares att
attendance. Wel | N

done! )

Pl ease ensur e
they are not
makes a huge
8: 30amt8i.l50.am

you are sending your
well enough to attend.
di ffed enear hiongouThehg

|t is essenti al
either by
option on

y ou 1&o taibfsye nucse abfy y9o
tel ephone or wusing the Pu
every day of absence.
child is unable to attend school
contact parents, to find out why
school. I f you do not notify s aobfs

it may not be authorised.

Absences over 3
addi tional
of prescriptions,

chil dr en
t he

days require
absence to be
antibi

bel ow attendanc
Educati onal Wel f ar

suppor
aut horised
otics and

Parents of
meeting with




,~"Holy Cross Church Christmas Services
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Thursday 12th December&2Cadol 7pmrviBte M
Saturday 14th December 2024, 5.30pm, Fa
Tuesday 24th December 2024, 5pm, Chri gt
10pm, Carols followed b
Wednesday 25th December 2024, 11lam,
Saturday 28th December 2024, 10am,
Wednesday 1st January 2025, 10am, Ma r

ar k

mily Mass :
mas Eve Vigil :Far
Mi dni ght Mass ¢

st mas Day Masé
Servers
f

Mass :

God éNe

S

Heaven

The Words of Pope Franci
I n the #Gospel Of TheD34) (LER4ug5in
us to | ift our gaze toward
things of the earth.
Gospel Value Aw

Simplicity
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Aihd all who heard it were ﬁ
shepherds said to them. But Mary
heatolduke -29 18

Congr at utloatihenfsol l owing children who
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9th December
CAFOD Eldfridges sale

10th December
EYFS AND KS1 Christmas lunch
Wednesday 11th December
Whole School Christmas Pantomime

Wednesday 11th December at 2pm
Rocky Steady concert

Wednesday 11th December at 6pm %
Year 2 and School Choir Christmas conce

Thursday 12th December
Christmas jumper day

Thursday 12th December
KS2 Christmas lunch

Monday 16th December at 6pm
Year 3 Carol concert

Thursday 19th December
Non uniform day X
Sclfool finishes at 1.30pm
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Pick a tag off the tree
and buy a gift for someone in
need

Please bring your tag attached
to your gift to the tree no later
;4‘ than the 16th December. Gifts
will be distributed by the end

of the term.




CAFOD CLVUPF

ELFRIDGES
SALE

MONDAY 9TH DECEMBER

PLEASE BRING YOUR UNWANTED GIFTS AND
TOYS TO SCHOOL On
THURSDAY 5TH DECEMBER.
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Saturday 21st December 2024 - From 4.10pm

SANTA'S SLEIGH ARRIVES AT OLD HARLOW
4.30pm Green Man, Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, towards Old Road

4.45pm  Turn left onto Priory Avenue

4.50pm  Turn left onto Manor Road, then right onto The Hill

4.55pm  Turn right at Wayre Street (passing High St Car Park), then left at Station Road
5.05pm Conunue past Fawbert and Barnard School

5.10pm  Turn right at roundabout, go past Mark Hall School r
Go straight over next roundabout along First Avenue

MARK HALL MOORS PLEASE

Tumn right onto Muskham Road (go past Harlow Museum) h
Turn left onto Mark Hall Moor, and then left onto Mowbray Road Do not approac
5.15pm Tanys Dell School, continue along Mowbray Road Santa's horse

TOWARDS HARLOW TOWN CENTRE / THE STOW & carrioge

(reindeers)

Continue along Mowbray Road
5.25pm  Turn left onto Howard Way, Our Lady of Fatima Church COLLECTING
Turn right at roundabout towards St Albans School DONATIONS FOR

Turn left onto Hailing Hill,

540pm  Head towards Heart and Club, past Jack & Jill's Nursery % Clare Hospice

Turn left onto Maddox Road and then right onto Howard Way Please have £2€ ready for
5.50pm Harlow Rugby Club, then straight over roundabout towards the Phoenix Santa's helpers
BUSH FAIR / POTTER STREET Q
5.55pm  Turn left at the Phoenix onto Great Brays ' N Q.QJ\-
6.00pm Follow the road past the Manor Hatch Co-op ; EW/ 3
6.05pm  Turn left onto Traceys Road towards Passmores & Holy Cross School /

6.15pm  Turn left and head past the Park Inn Hotel GROUND :
6.20pm  Straight over at the traffic lights towards Potter Street Shops : .’ﬁl\bh : ‘?

Turn left at shops along Potter Street : ‘

e from 5pm ahead of
HURCH LANGLEY LOOP/ NEWHALL ) m : '

6.35pm At Clock Tower Roundabout turn right towards Church Langley R b st

Turn right at roundabout towards Tesco : :

6.40pm Al Tesco roundabout go straight over along Church Langley Way

SNOW

6.55pm Turn right &t mini roundabout onto Lane End
7.05pm Turn right onto Kiln Lane, past Kiddi Caru
Head back to Church Langley roundabout DISCO
7.15pm Turn left at Church Langley roundabout At New Ground =

At next roundabout take 4th exit and come back on yoursedf in Newhall for the
Turn leflt onto London Read dilliran
7.25pm Turnright onto The Chase, Newhall
7.30pm ARRIVE AT NEW GROUND CAFE, NEWHALL TO JOIN THE CHRISTMAS FUN X e
‘ m ( .‘L“S s

from Nikki, Lisa & all ot

At New Ground Cafe in Newhall, Santa will be staying for o free photo B Famend

opportunity in his ‘Grotto' before heading back to The North Pole Directors, Bishop's

FESTIVE FOOD & DRINKS AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE AT NEW GROUND Stortford
CAFE FROM 5.00pm PLEASE WRAP UP WARM AND ENJOY

Full updates can be found on Facebook @barringtonsfuneraldirectors
Email: info@barringtonsfuneraldirectors.co.uk | Telephone: 01279 860055
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New Ground
Coffee Shop *

Heart and Club '
Maddox Road
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~*Hospice

BARRINGTONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Christmas Cards

The Christmas card class sacks are | ocatec
children to post their cards here and not
wi || be collected, sorted and delivered toc
need the name of the child and the c¢class t

Ti mes Tables Rockstars

Congratulations to the following children for trying re
HedgehogszZzach Squirrel sthankgod
Badgers: Filip Foxes: Neave
Har es: Kodi e Rabbits: Aoife
Kingfi shekesni#ah Robi ns: Zofi a

Eagl es: ol li e Owl s: Hector



Wednesday 4 December 2024

THE YEAR OF PRAYER

G Set aside 10-15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions.

Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present.

The Gospel for Sunday 8" December 2024
THE BAPTIST'S MESSAGE

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea,
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of lturaea and Trachonitis,
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John, son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan
district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the
book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: “A voice cries in the wilderness; prepare a way
for the Lord; make his paths straight. Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be
laid low; winding ways will be straightened and rough roads made smooth. And all mankind
shall see the salvation of God.”

Taken from Luke 3:1-6 The Second Sunday of Advenf, Year C

After reading the Gospel, did any words stand out? If they did,
ponder or discuss them before proceeding with the reflection.

Each year the two middle Sundays of Advent centre on John the Baptist, preparing the
way for Jesus. John came to prepare a community of repentance, of those who would be
ready for the Messiah. This was to be a community not of those who went around moping
about their sinfulness, but a community of those who had changed their ways, that is, their
whole system of values and priorities. The Hebrew concept of repentance which John
proclaimed was a matter of turning round and going in the opposite direction. To be ready
for the Messiah meant — and still means - just such a radical change of attitude. John himself
had prepared by going out into the desert, for the Messiah was to come striding across the
desert, as did Israel at the Exodus from Egypt. John’s clothing and his whole way of life
showed his rejection of current materialism and his single-minded dedication. His is not
primarily a negative point of view, for his quotation of Isaiah (reflected also in today’s first
reading from Baruch), shows that the flattening of the hills and the filling of the valleys is a
preparation for the Kingdom of peace and justice. A good deal of positive planning and of
spade-work is needed if we are to be ready to welcome that Kingdom.

What sort of change did John the Baptist ask from his listeners? Think of one change
you need to make in your life to welcome Jesus.

2024

Now slowly and prayerfully read the
Gospel once again but this time in
silence. Consider how this Gospel
could apply to your life in general.
Thank God for any insight you may
have received.

Then ask God to bless you with a
spiritual gift to help you act on any
resolution you have made. Perhaps:
love, hope, understanding, wisdom,
faithfulness, peace, patience, humility,
joy, forgiveness, self-control, courage,
generosity, faith or something else.

This Wednesday’s word for our
school families is PREPARATION !

After praying for your loved ones,
please remember to pray for our
present and future Church, particularly
for the families connected to our
schools. You may want to conclude
this special weekly time with a simple
prayer such as:

St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families
and Protector of the Church, pray
for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation,
pray for us. Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

Share the Prayer: Why not forward a digital copy of this Parish Version to your friends?
Also, to see a sample of your primary school’s Family Version, visit: wednesdayword.org

Parish Version



Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 8th December 2024

1st Reading: Baruch 5:1-9

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress; put on the
beauty of the glory of God for ever; wrap the cloak of the integrity
of God around you; put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on
your head: since God means to show your splendour to every
nation under heaven, since the name God gives you for ever will
be, ‘Peace through integrity, and honour through devotedness’.
Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to
the east: see your sons reassembled from west and east at the
command of the Holy One, jubilant that God has remembered
them. Though they left you on foot, with enemies for an escort,
now God brings them back to you like royal princes carried back
in glory. For God has decreed the flattening of each mountain, of
the everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys to make the ground
level so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God. And
the forests and every fragrant tree will provide shade for Israel at
the command of God; for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of
his glory with his mercy and integrity for escort.

This part of the Book of Baruch is ameditation on Isaiah’s promises
for Jerusalem at the return of Israel from exile in Babylon. It is, of
course, taken up by John the Baptist in his proclamation that the
high mountains will be flattened and the valleys filled in to make a
smooth road for the Messiah to cross the desert to Jerusalem. In
the Hebrew tradition there were many aspects to the Messiah (the
harbinger of God's kingship), expected by the people of Israel. For
Isaiah the Messiah was a conquering hero, his garments stained
with the blood of his victories. In this prophecy from Baruch the
reign of God is more peaceful, a heartfelt dedication to God and
the values of the divine sovereignty; for at this coming of God
Jerusalem is renamed ‘Peace through Integrity (or Justice)' and
‘Honour through Devotedness’. True peace is possible only
through the saving justice of God, when the People of God truly
act as God's representatives, made in the image of God and the
envoys of his saving values. The ideal of God’s kingdom appears
in the Garden of Eden before the Fall, when his representatives
(Adam and Eve) lived in perfect harmony with one another and
with God’s whole creation.

In what sense has the coming of Christ brought peace to the
world?

2nd Reading: Philippians 1:4-6. 8-11

Every time | pray for all of you, | pray with joy, remembering
how you have helped to spread the Good News from the day
you first heard it right up to the present. | am quite certain
that the One who began this good work in you will see that it
is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows
how much | miss you all, loving you as Christ Jesus loves
you. My prayer is that your love for each other may increase
more and more and never stop improving your knowledge
and deepening your perception so that you can always
recognise what is best. This will help you to become pure and
blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you
will reach the perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces
in us for the glory and praise of God.

Paul always begins his letters with a commendation and
a blessing. The Philippians to whom he is writing were
Paul’s favourite community; the letter is full of friendship
and affection. Here he commends the Philippians for their
partnership with him in the work of the Gospel, and prays
that God’s work in them may be completed so that they may
be ready for the Day of the Lord, which Paul envisaged to
be imminent. Today’s passage is chosen by the Church as
a preparation for the coming of the Lord Jesus at Christmas
- and Christmas shopping leaves no doubt about the
imminence of that Coming! This serves as a reminder that the
traditional three comings of Christ cannot be separated: the
coming in history was the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem; the
coming in mystery is the coming of Christ into our hearts as
we endeavour to mould ourselves as his faithful followers and
to live out his values; the coming in majesty is the final coming
of Christ in glory to gather his elect to himseff, either at our
homecoming in death or at the end of all things. The three
comings lead on, one to another: the coming in history gives
anew impetus to the Kingdom of God; the coming in majesty
brings the Kingdom to its climax; the coming in mystery is our
own repeated response to the Kingdom here and now.

What impact do these three comings of Christ have on
our daily lives?

The Wednesday Word Connhecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradifion of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

The Wedhesday Word ™ © Copyright 2024. A registered Charity in England and Wales No.1125628 and a Limited Company No. 06608122 wednesdayword.org



SUNDAY'’S
GOSPEL
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Dear Parents and Carers,

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist
calling people to prepare themselves for Christ’s arrival.
John alerted the people of the need to change some of
their ways and to the fact that Jesus was coming.

This Gospel can serve to remind us about the importance

of preparing ourselves as Christmas approaches: to repent
(to look into our hearts and see if there are any ways that

we could make a change for the better), and to be busy
doing the things that Jesus told us to do, loving God and

A Word from
Pope Francis

2024 Preparing for Christmas: Family Time Overleaf

Wednesday 4™ December 2024

lovihg one another through our words and through our
deeds. In these ways we prepare our hearts to be filled
with a joy that lasts long after the Christmas festivities
have passed.

Enjoy a very special time together hearing your child's
thoughts about this Sunday’s Gospel and this
Wednesday'’s word, which is PREPARATION.

Do ttenry (Jansbrough

“In this second week of Advent, we ask for the grace
to prepare ourselves with faith to celebrate Christmas.”

THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
Sunday 8" December 2024
B At the time when Pontius Pilate
was the Roman governor of
Judaea, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah, who was
Dl living in the desert. John went
through the whole Jordan district proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins, as it is written in the book of the
sayings of the prophet Isaiah: ‘A voice cries
in the wilderness; prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight. Every valley will be
filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low,
winding ways will be straightened and rough
roads made smooth. And all people will see
the saving power of God.’'

Adapted from Luke 3:1-6
The 2" Sunday of Advent, Year C

Getting to know Jesus makes life joyful.
Learn more about this Sunday’s Gospel in your
local Parish Church: all are very warmly invited.

John the Baptist encouraged people to change their hearts. His message
is for us too. Good preparation is always important in everything we do.
Preparing ourselves well for Christmas will help us to draw closer
to Jesus, and so experience and share more of God'’s love.

Sl A Gift fo You & Your Family
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SPREAD THE WORD 2nd bring GOOD NEWS to your friends by sharing THE WEDNESDAY WORD M (0) () (X) (=
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