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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Gentleness. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
Welcome to the new term everyone. I would like to wish all our families a very 
Happy New Year and I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas. It has been a 
busy week at school and it has been good to see the children happy and settled 
after the 2 week holiday. They have come back with a positive mindset, ready to 
start the new term.  
 
I would like to share this piece of scripture with you as a New Year blessing. It is 
taken from the readings from the 1st January… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Cold Weather 

It has been bitterly cold this week!  We will assess the weather on a daily basis and if we feel it is cold enough 
the children will come straight in. Please bear in mind that we will only do this if it is exceptionally cold or it is 
raining, at other times parents and carers (with the exception of Year 6) must wait on the playground until the 
bell rings at 8.40am. 

One Way System 

As parents and carers know, we introduced a 1 Way system at the start and end of the day (as a request from 
the Parent Forum) to support with safer entry and exit to the school premises. It is very important that        
everyone follows this please and that children do not pull on the tape. Please supervise your children as they 
leave at the end of the day.  

Careers Fair 

We are very excited to be holding our first Careers Fair on Wednesday 26th March. If you would like to take 
part and share with the children what you do as your job, please get in touch with Mrs Slater. We are looking 
forward to giving you more information about this in the coming weeks. 

 

 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 Hedgehogs:  Grace   Squirrels:  Lucas       

 Badgers:  Arnas   Foxes:  Gabriella   

 Hares:  Medeina  Rabbits:  Lucas        

  Kingfishers:  Luna   Robins:  Keaton     

 Eagles:  Jeanette  Owls:   Tehilah        

Jubilee Year-Pilgrims of Hope. 

We have been talking to the children this week about the 
forthcoming Jubilee Year: Pilgrimage of Hope. We will 
have the launch on the 24th January and we are going to 
embrace this special year as an opportunity to do all we 
can to help our neighbour and make our world a better 
place. For more information please follow this link: 
https://cafod.org.uk/jubilee-schools 

https://cafod.org.uk/jubilee-schools












   Gospel Value Awards  

  Love 

       joy, commitment, dedication, sacrifice 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not                            
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful; it does not rejoice at  wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. Matthew 23: 10-12 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Dragonflies: Chloe    Grasshoppers: Olivia                                                           
 Hedgehogs:   Filip                Squirrels:  Leroy                                        
 Badgers:  Lillian    Foxes:  Neave      
 Hares:   Hannah   Rabbits:  Autumn                        
 Kingfishers:  Aimee   Robins:  Yannick                                                
 Eagles:   Ellis    Owls:   Ilinca       
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Hedgehogs achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, are Owls attaining 97% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to           
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies  96% 

Ladybirds  91% 

Dragonflies 86% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 93% 

Hares 94% 

Rabbits 89% 

Kingfishers 91% 

Robins 94% 

Eagles 93% 

Owls 97% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 12 January, Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22    

"He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire."  

Seeing and hearing John the Baptist in the wilderness, “the people were in expectation.” Something new 

was happening, but the advent of Jesus Christ exceeded and transcended what they had anticipated.  

 

In Spes non confundit, the bull of indiction for this Jubilee year, Pope Francis invites us to be Pilgrims of 

Hope, “a hope that does not disappoint” (Romans 5:5).  In particular, Pope Francis calls us to be signs of 

hope for prisoners, the sick, the young, migrants and the elderly.  Perhaps we too, like the people who 

flocked to John the Baptist, will see our hopes transformed.    

 

As we progress through this new year, we should recall the dignity conferred on us at our own baptisms to 

be priests, prophets and kings, and remember that we have been empowered: “He will baptise you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire.”  Recalling this, may we use our gifts boldly and discern the ways in which we are 

called to be signs of hope to those we meet in our own lives.  

 

Whatever, we may or may not achieve this year, let us be assured of God’s love: “You are my beloved Son 

God of Light, 

empowered with the fire 

of your Spirit, 

may we be signs 

and bringers of hope   

in the darkness of our world.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Even in the darkest nights, a star shines. It is the star of Jesus, 
who comes to care for our fragile humanity. Let us set out towards 
Him. Let us not give apathy and resignation the power to trap us in 
the sadness of a flat life.  











Golden Awards 

Dragonflies: Orlagh, for a wonderful performance as Grumble the Donkey in our nativity. 

Grasshoppers: Marco, for working hard in maths. 

Hedgehogs:  All of Hedgehogs, for an amazing Christmas concert. 

Squirrels:  Elissa, for a fantastic attitude to learning. 

Badgers:  Oba, for always being willing to help adults and others. 

Foxes:  Jonny, for his excellent attitude to all his work. 

Hares:  Albie, for a great attitude, especially in computing, when discussing and making a website. 

Rabbits:  Christabel, for having a consistently loving attitude. 

Kingfishers:  Oliver, for his fantastic contributions in class and effort with his writing. 

Robins:  Indiana, for her excellent attitude in English when creating a story. 

Eagles:  Leah, for always working hard and trying her best in every lesson. 

Owls:   Ellie, for listening carefully and following instructions to make a waistcoat.  

 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 14th January 

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

 

Monday 13th January 

 

Wednesday 15th January 

MIND coffee morning 8:30 - 
10:00 

Friday 17th January 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly  14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Ama, Marcel, Hendrix, Stevie, Sebastian, 
Zora, Liam, Jayden & Millie 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this term, St George’s 

Thursday 16th January 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    


