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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Justice. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
This Sunday in the church’s calendar, is always PEACE Sunday. It is an              
opportunity to pray for Peace in our lives, in our community and Peace in our 
world. It can be difficult to feel a sense of calm and peace in our busy lives and 
to allow Jesus to be present and with us. He is always near and ready to help us in 
times of trouble. As we think about on the wider troubles of the world, let us 
pray for those who are trapped in war-torn countries and who feel helpless and     
hopeless as war unfolds around them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

Curriculum Maps 

We will be sending out the Year Group Spring Curriculum maps on Seesaw and Tapestry next week and we will 
also save them on the school website. We hope that you can take a few moments to look at what your child will 
be learning over this term. 

Parking 

A reminder that parents are not permitted to park in the school carpark unless they have a prior arrangement 
with the school office. Deacon Tony has also requested that we remind parents, who are permitted to use the 
school carpark, that they must not park in the designated church parking spaces. Additionally, please do not 
block Father Bernard’s garage as he may need to attend an emergency. 

Careers Fair 

We are very excited to be holding our first Careers Fair on Wednesday 26th March. If you would like to take 
part and share with the children what you do as your job, please get in touch with Mrs Slater. We are looking 
forward to sharing more information about this with you in the coming weeks. 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 Hedgehogs:     Squirrels:  Thankgod       

 Badgers:  Filip   Foxes:  Myles    

 Hares:  Jayden  Rabbits:  Mariella        

  Kingfishers:  Anayah  Robins:  Diale       

 Eagles:  Eliana   Owls:   Ella         

Jubilee Year-Pilgrims of Hope. 

We have been talking to the children this week about the            
forthcoming Jubilee Year: Pilgrimage of Hope. We will have the 
launch date on the 24th January and we are going to embrace this 
special year as an opportunity to do all we can to help our neighbour 
and make our world a better place. For more information please       
follow this link: https://cafod.org.uk/jubilee-schools. There will be a 
special school assembly next Friday morning and therefore we will not 
have our usual Celebration assemblies. 

Autism Experience Bus 

You may have noticed that we had an Autism experience bus parked in 
the car park on Thursday this week.  Members of staff were able to ex-
perience what an autistic child deals with on a daily basis and this has 
given us a deeper insight into the challenges that they face. It will be 
coming to school again on the 30th January.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arbor In App Messages Reminder 

We are still getting queries from parents as to why they didn’t know their child was getting a certificate. Please 
read the below and turn on push notifications on Arbor. 

Within our new Arbor app we have a facility to send In App messages. In many cases (although not all) this will 
replace sending a text message.   

At least one parent from each family should have the Arbor app downloaded. In app push notifications need to 
be switched on, so that you will see that a message has been sent. For more details on in app messages and push 
notifications, please click on the link below:   

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002598038-Parents-not-receiving-push-
notifications  

https://cafod.org.uk/jubilee-schools
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002598038-Parents-not-receiving-push-notifications
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002598038-Parents-not-receiving-push-notifications




   Gospel Value Awards  

  Simplicity 

        calm, uncomplicated, trust 

‘’And all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 
Her heart.’’ Luke 2:18-19  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:   Isabel  Ladybirds:   P.J.      
 Dragonflies:  Justin  Grasshoppers:  Sofia                                                          
 Hedgehogs:    Oluwatobiloba    Squirrels:   Salem                                        
 Badgers:   Edie   Foxes:   Daniel     
 Hares:    Luka   Rabbits:   Gabriel                       
 Kingfishers:   Nathaniel  Robins:   Hillary                                               
 Eagles:    Julia   Owls:    Amy      
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Dragonflies and Grasshoppers achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The 
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Badgers attaining 99% 
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to           
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  97% 

Ladybirds  94% 

Dragonflies 98% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 95% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 95% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 93% 

Kingfishers 94% 

Robins 91% 

Eagles 93% 

Owls 94% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 19 January,  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time:  John 2:1-11  

"On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there."  

Today’s gospel story tells us something about Mary which may help us.  

 

William Barclay once said that, even when Mary did not understand what Jesus was going to do, and it 

seemed that he had refused her request, she still believed in him so much  that she told the serving folk to 

do whatever Jesus said to them. Mary had a faith which could trust, even when she did not understand or 

know what Jesus was going to do.  

 

In everyone’s life come times when we do not understand why something is happening, when we cannot find 

any meaning in it, or know what to do.  

 

Like Mary, may we put our trust in Jesus bringing before him the needs of the world  confident in his   

abundant generosity.  And may each of us “do whatever he tells you” sharing our gifts and God’s love with 

our global family.   

Prayer 

God of all people,  

Jesus, shared in the joy of a wedding, help us to find peace and joy 

in the events of each day.  

May we use the gifts of the Holy Spirit to help spread love and peace 

throughout the world.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Jesus invite us not to be drawn by worldly logic. We must rather lis-
ten to the least and the poor, because God loves to speak to us 
through them.  











 

 

Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Azari, for always being so kind, considerate and helpful to his peers. 

Ladybirds:  Camron, for making good choices. 

Dragonflies: Bekah, for always being helpful in class.  

Grasshoppers: Liam, for coming back to school with a positive attitude 

Hedgehogs:  Kezia, for an excellent start at Holy Cross and working really hard. 

Squirrels:  Elissa, for always looking out for her friends and offering help. 

Badgers:  Raysa, for always trying her best. 

Foxes:  Andreas, for great diligence to learning in all subjects. 

Hares:  Layla, for having a great attitude towards her learning and great participation in all lessons. 

Rabbits:  River, for his fantastic attitude towards his writing. 

Kingfishers:  Phoebe, for her fantastic contributions in all lessons this week. 

Robins:  Jayden, for his excellent enthusiasm and answers in our class discussions. 

Eagles:  Cristiana, for always having a fantastic attitude to learning. 

Owls:   Rohan, for great work in maths.  

 

Menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 21st January 

Boosters - Year 6   

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

 

Monday 20th January 

Boosters - All years 

(Parents of children going 
will have received an email) 

Wednesday 22nd January 

Booster - Year 6   

Friday 24th January 

Jubilee launch assembly 9:00 

Whole school 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Gwenda, Filip, Leonardo, Anthonia & Anna 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Thursday 23rd January 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


