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24th January 2025 

  
GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Integrity. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
We have had a wonderful launch assembly today for the church’s Jubilee Year. 
This is a very special period in the church that happens once every 25 Years and 
Pope Francis is calling us all to be Pilgrims of Hope. Being a pilgrim means going on 
a journey of faith to get closer to God and we are going to do this by thinking of 
ways that we can show love, kindness and compassion to everyone we meet. We 
will journey on our pilgrimage together throughout this year and we would love all 
of our parents and families to join with us as we follow in the footsteps of the 
Lord. Each child will be receiving a special Jubilee Year Prayer card and we ask 
that you keep this safe.  
 
Please follow these links for more information:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yia25rOML2Q and https://cafod.org.uk/news/uk-news/why-is-2025-a-
jubilee-year-in-the-catholic-church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jubilee Prayer of Hope from Jaxon in Year 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yia25rOML2Q
https://cafod.org.uk/news/uk-news/why-is-2025-a-jubilee-year-in-the-catholic-church
https://cafod.org.uk/news/uk-news/why-is-2025-a-jubilee-year-in-the-catholic-church
https://cafod.org.uk/news/uk-news/why-is-2025-a-jubilee-year-in-the-catholic-church




Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 Hedgehogs:  Arthur  Squirrels:  Nellie       

 Badgers:  Diona   Foxes:  Myles    

 Hares:  Lucas   Rabbits:  Maya        

  Kingfishers:  Kenna-Kah  Robins:  Dominik       

 Eagles:  Cristiana  Owls:   Ellie         

Curriculum Maps 

We have sent out the Curriculum Maps for your child’s Year Group on Tapestry or Seesaw. They are also  
available on the school website. Please follow the link and select your child’s Year Group from the side bar: 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=58 

 

Parent Governor 

Huge congratulations to Mr John Fennelly who has been chosen to be our new Parent Governor. I am looking 
forward to welcoming John to our Governing Body and I am certain that he will join with the rest of our      
excellent governor team,  to strategically support moving our school community forwards. 

 

One-way System 

At the last Parent Forum, the Year Group representatives requested that a Keep Left system be introduced 
on the path leaving school, by the church. The request was made, following requests from parents on the Class 
Whatsapp groups, as an attempt to try to ease the flow of people arriving and leaving at the same time. Over 
the last few weeks it has been noted that many parents and families are not following the system and parents 
have shared that they do not feel it is working. There is no other exit that can be safely used to leave the 
school site. 

Therefore, I will be sending out an electronic survey to decide whether this is a system we keep or abandon. 
Please respond so that we can gather your view. 

 

Parking 

A reminder that parents are not permitted to park in the school carpark unless they have a prior arrangement 
with the school office. Deacon Tony has also requested that we remind parents, who are permitted to use the 
school carpark, that they must not park in the designated church parking spaces. Additionally, please do not 
block Father Bernard’s garage as he may need to attend an emergency. 

 

Arbor Notifications 

Some parents appear to be experiencing a problem where the notifications of In-App messages are not 
coming through. While this is being investigated by the support team, we ask that parents check their 
Arbor In-App messages regularly to see if your child will be receiving a certificate.  

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=58








   Gospel Value Awards  

  Gentleness 

       Softness, beauty, serenity, peacefulness 

‘’Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and          
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.’’ Matthew 11:29  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Million   Ladybirds:  Francesca      
 Dragonflies: Sreekruthik   Grasshoppers: Orlagh                                                           
 Hedgehogs:   Braven      Squirrels:  Brody                                         
 Badgers:  Jemimah   Foxes:  Lyla       
 Hares:   Dominic   Rabbits:  Sophie                        
 Kingfishers:  Kojo    Robins:  Lucas                                                
 Eagles:   Aroha   Owls:   Toby       
                  
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Squirrels achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of the KS2 
Attendance Award, for the second week running, are Badgers           
attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to           
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  97% 

Ladybirds  96% 

Dragonflies 93% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 98% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 96% 

Hares 94% 

Rabbits 92% 

Kingfishers 94% 

Robins 94% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 98% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 26 January,  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time:  Luke 1:1-4, 14-21   

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."  

In Luke’s gospel, Jesus’ first recorded public teaching is given in his hometown in Nazareth, soon after his 

forty days in the wilderness. He reads aloud from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and, in doing so, speaks 

words which will define his ministry.   

Jesus, anointed by the Spirit, has come into the world to bring good news and freedom to those who are 

marginalised and oppressed and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. This is the language of Jubilee; a 

time of liberation where debts are cancelled, relationships restored and creation is renewed (see Leviticus 

25).  

Sitting down in the synagogue, Jesus gives a remarkable sermon in just one sentence: “Today this Scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing” The justice and joy of the Jubilee is fully revealed and present in him.   

As we celebrate Word of God Sunday, may our engagement with Scripture strengthen and inspire us to 

proclaim and participate in the justice and generosity of the Jubilee. May we journey as pilgrims of hope in 

this Jubilee Year, seeking to come together to build a better world for all people and all creation. 

Prayer 

May the grace of the Jubilee  

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,  

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.  

May that same grace spread  

the joy and peace of our Redeemer  

throughout the earth. Amen. 

 

(Taken from Pope Francis’ Jubilee prayer)  

The Words of Pope Francis 

May the #Jublilee2025 be for Christians and non-Christians alike 
an opportunity to rethink relationships that bind us as human being 
and political communities. Let us overcome the logic of confrontation 
and embrace the logic of encounter, in order to build a future of 
peace. 











 

Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Jude, for always making us smile with his imaginative stories. 

Ladybirds:  Vinnie, for reading his phonics book fluently. 

Dragonflies: J.J., for working so hard in his learning and contributing excellent ideas.  

Grasshoppers: Jude, for showing great improvement in his writing. 

Hedgehogs:  Zora, for amazing handwriting and great presentation. 

Squirrels:  Oliwier, for trying so head with his handwriting. 

Badgers:  Grace, for coming to school with a smile and positive attitude. 

Foxes:  Jan, for being a great role model to his peers. 

Hares:  Nicole-Marie, for a good effort in English especially. 

Rabbits:  Elsie, for amazing team work in D.T. when making bridges . 

Kingfishers:  Archie, for his amazing writing this week—amazing work! 

Robins:  Axel and Keaton, for making incredible pop-up books. 

Eagles:  Luisa, for excellent work during comprehension. 

Owls:   Hector, for a fantastic newspaper report.  

Midday:   Tilly, for always eating all her dinner with such lovely table manners  

   Abdul-Aleem, for being to kind and caring to his peers 

 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 28th January 

Reading Zone - Year 5  

Year 5 to St Mark’s   

Boosters - Year 6   

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

 

Monday 27th January 

Kingfishers swimming 

Boosters - All years 

 

Wednesday 29th January 

Reading Zone - Year 5  

Booster - Year 6   

Friday 31st January 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly  14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Elaeh, Aleah, Emmanuella, Dominik, Livia, 

 Lucas, Kodie, Amelia, Melisa &  Ronan 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Andrew’s 

Thursday 30th January 

Reading Zone - Year 5  

Parent Forum - 14:00 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


