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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Compassion. Please reflect on
this at home with your child.

Weekly Reflection

In the Gospel, we hear how Our Lady and St. Joseph travelled to Jerusalem to
present the infant Jesus in the Temple. This was an important moment in the life
of Jesus. At the temple, they met Simeon and Anna who had beautiful words to
say about Jesus. Mary helps us enter into the Gospel and invites us to present
something to the Lord too and she offers us the flame of love. The Presentation
of the Lord is a feast which comes forty days after Christmas and traditionally
when Nativity cribs are put away. Families will notice on Monday that, sadly, our
Iahr'ge outside Nativity set has gone into storage until the beginning of Advent,
this year.

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.

Mrs Kerrell

Headteacher
Smart Watches

We have been noticing that there are an increasing number of children wearing Smart Watches. As parents
and families know, pupils are not allowed to have devices in school which connect to the internet and can
therefore receive messages and connect to social media. Smart watches and Fit Bits fall into this category.
We appreciate that not all watches connect however there is no way of easily telling which do and which do
not. Therefore, from Monday for safeguarding reasons, Smart Watches are no-longer allowed in school and are
not part of school uniform. Pupils may wear an analogue watch or a watch with a small digital (only) face.

One Way Exit System

Sincere thanks to families who have taken a few moments to complete the short online survey regarding
exiting the school site. It has been good to see the system of “"keeping to the right” working well and thank you
to the parents who have suggested this as a better idea. However, there are still have children and adults
walking on the wrong side because they aren't prepared to wait a few moments for the queue to clear. Please
be patient and follow what everyone else is doing; it will only work if everyone is prepared to follow the system.
Thank You.

Prayer Bags

We are desperately looking for the Year 2 and Year 6 Prayer Bags, which have been missing for several weeks.
Please check if you have these at home and return 1 as soon as possible, so that other children can have their
turn.



[ ) Triathlon Tournament
%\/ Today 12 pupils went to Harlow school's first ever Triathlon tournament! The morning

(.

SN consisted of 12 laps in a pool, 10 laps of a playground riding a bike and finally 5 laps

%//jk/ —_— running around a playground. It was exhausting to say the least. The children all did
/ amazingly and didn't give up. They represented Holy Cross fantastically.

Please could you provide
New, unused and in date

v

EYFS - Baby supplies (nappies, wipes, baby bath,

Please help us collect non-perishable boby/shampogyeredme andlictions)

foods for our food bank. The food bank

Year 1 - Pasta, rice and spaghetti
is located in the entrance hall and we

hope will support many families within Year 2 - Cereals, biscuits, crisps/snacks and UHT

our school community. il

DROP-OFF LOCATION: Year 3 - Tinned food (beans, soup, spaghetti,

School Office tinned meat, tinned fruit, tinned vegetables)

Year 4 - Jarred food (cooking sauces, sauces,
mayo, jam, honey and condiments)

Year 5 - Coffee, Tea, Sugar, Squash
Year 6 - Toiletries (shampoo, shower gel,

conditioner, deodorant, soap, flannels,
toothpaste)

Times Tables Rockstars

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week.

Hedgehogs: Chloe Squirrels: Dilara
Badgers: Stephanie Foxes: Myles
Hares: Hayley Rabbits: James
Kingfishers: Sofia Robins: Dominik

Eagles: Eliana Owls: Ella
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Tuesday Y4th February 2025

Parent workshops
Years 3 to 6 9am to 10am
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“—= Essex County Council
Libraries

Essex Library Service

Winter

Dragons’
Adventure!

Thursday 2 January to
Saturday 22 February

Help the dragons get home out of the
cold by completing fun challenges!

Sign up at any Essex library.

QOO

@essexlibraries




Epping Forest

District Council
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk

y lnclusnon Project

Epping Forest, Harlow and Uttlesford

uper
1S Multi-sports

ESSEX
New City Fitness Centre, Borders Lane, Loughton IG10 3SA

Would your child enjoy fun, indoor team games and activities?

In association with South Loughton Cricket Club and Essex
Super 1s, The West Essex Inclusion Project is excited to
announce a multi-sports session for children with SEND ages 8-
14.

a To obtain a Short Breaks passport ID visit:
https://shortbreaks.essex.gov.uk/
Short Breaks

for Chlidren and Young People .
with Special Education Needs
and/or Disabilities

To register with the West Essex
Inclusion Project and for any questions

When? \

plegse cont.act Disability and Inclusion Vs
Officer, Emily Stevens: 13t January
estevens@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 20t January
For further information about Superis 27t January
please contact Bradley Donovan, 3 February
Disability Development Officer at Essex 10" February
Cricket: 17" February
bradley.donovan@essexcricket.org.uk

\ How much?

Free j

To book, head over to: https://eppingforestdc.bookinglive.com/




Get comfortable and start
talking about mental health

Join us for a cuppa and a chat!/

Thursday 6 February, 12pm-2pm .

Hot drinks and biscuits provided

Free materials to help you start
mental health conversations

Everyone welcome - just drop in!

Wellbeing Hub, 10-11 Corner House,
| Bush Fair, Harlow CM18 6NZ

FANCY A BREW?

LET'S TALK IT THROUGH
/ ! \

time to

H#TimeToTalk
imeToTa i alk day
§ 06/02/25

Rethink
> @ Mental
Illness.

in West Essex




Let’s Celebrate
\Qq&m&m’

We are holding a Valentines disco on
Thursday 13th February

4pm to 5pm - Reception, Years 1to 2
5.15pm to 6.30pm - Years 3to 6

£3 per child includes snacks and
unlimited juice or water
Have a favourite song, let us know by Friday 7th

February and hopefully the DJ will be able to play it
for you.

If your child would like to attend you can pay by
card, cash or payment link.

Payments need to be made by



ATTENDANCE

MATTERS

Congratulations to this week's winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,
Grasshoppers achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of the
KS2 Attendance Award, are Badgers attaining 99% attendance. Well

donel

Ladybirds

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless F 94
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and oxes

makes a huge difference to your child's learning. The gates open at
8:30am until 8.50am.

It is essential you notify us of your child's absence by 9am
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence

Kingfishers | 91%
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your

child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to

contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school.

If you do not notify us of the reason for your child's absence it may Eagles

not be authorised.

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the

additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics

and medical appointments.

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational

Welfare Officer.

Gospel Value Awards

Justice

fairness, equality, share for all

“The Lord is gracious and merciful: patient and plenteous in mercy. The

Lord is sweet to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works. The
Lord is just in all his ways: and holy in all his works."” Psalm 145: 8-9, 17

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.

Butterflies: Luca Ladybirds:
Dragonflies: Aminda Grasshoppers:
Hedgehogs: Reg Squirrels:
Badgers: Elaeh Foxes:

Hares: Abigail Rabbits:
Kingfishers: Joshua Robins:

Eagles: Elliot Owls:

Nate
Nana
Raphaella
Kayla
Mayah
Jaden
Alexandra
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Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

Based on the gospel for Sunday 2 February, The Presentation of the Lord: Luke 2:22-40

This gospel passage recounts how Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to the temple to fulfil the

Law of Moses. Their offering of two doves suggests that they were poor, as this was the provision in the
law for those who could not afford a lamb. It serves as a reminder of the Holy Family's humble place in the

society of their time.

As Simeon, filled with the Holy Spirit, recognises Jesus as the Messiah, his words celebrate the Good
News as universal—transcending boundaries of race, ethnicity, and socio-economic status. Simeon's
prophecy calls us to examine how inclusive our communities truly are. We also encounter Anna, whose role

reminds us to acknowledge the voices of women, especially in places where they are not currently heard.

This experience of the Temple visit invites us to practice hospitality and welcome the stranger. Perhaps

true social justice begins in our own communities, where every person should feel valued and included.

Only then can we work together to break down barriers that exclude others—particularly those rooted in

systemic poverty, racism, or inequality.

God of Welcome, may we take this opportunity to recommit ourselves
to the work of justice, letting your light shine brightly in a world
often shadowed by inequality and division. Like Simeon and Anna, let
us recognise your presence in our midst and proclaim your justice to
all. Amen.

The Words of Pope Francis

The word of God is alive: down the centuries, it accompanies us and
by the power of the Holy Spirit, it is at work in every age.
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e Set aside 10-15 minutes and create a svitable environment by removing any distractions.

Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present.

The Gospel for Sunday 2" Februvary 2025
THE CHILD DESTINED FOR THE RISE AND FALL OF MANY

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of
Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord - observing what stands written in
the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to the Lord - and also to offer
in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and
devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had set eyes on the
Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus to do for him what the law required, he took him into his arms and blessed
God; and he said: ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised;
because my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see,
a light to enlighten the pagans and the glory of your people Israel.” As the child’s father and
mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the
rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected - and a sword will pierce your
own soul too - so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.” There was a prophetess
also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of
girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now
eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and
prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the child
to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. When they had done everything the
Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile
the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.

Taken from Luke 2:22-40 The Feasf of the Presenfation of the Lord, Year C

After reading the Gospel, did any words stand out? If they did,
ponder or discuss them before proceeding with the reflection.

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading
Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.

The story of the Presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple is dominated by Simeon’s welcome,
‘a light to enlighten the gentiles and the glory of your people Israel’, and by his warning to Mary, ‘a
sword will pierce your heart’. Simeon reiterates the angel’s promise that the child would fulfil the
destiny of Israel and Israel’s mission to the nations. Much like any family life, the promised future
included the delights of the growing, developing child, and the background fear that the great
destiny of each child may include sorrow and even heart-break. How much did Mary and Joseph
know about the precious child they were nurturing? As he grew to independence did he become
more loving and supportive? How did his contemporaries find him? Was he a leader? Did he
stand out from the pack? Each of us has a private picture of the child, the boy, the adolescent,
the young man. If he was fully human, he had the same frustrations and worries as every child
growing in youth and through puberty. All we know for sure is that ‘the child grew to maturity’
and that Mary ‘pondered all these things in her heart’ - with Simeon’s welcome and warning
before her mind. Imagine Jesus’ first serious conversation as an enquiring child with Mary.

Now slowly and prayerfully read the
Gospel once again but this time in
silence. Consider how this Gospel
could apply to your life in general.
Thank God for any insight you may
have received.

Then ask God to bless you with a
spiritual gift to help you act on any
resolution you have made. Perhaps:
love, hope, understanding, wisdom,
faithfulness, peace, patience, humility,
joy, forgiveness, self-control, courage,
generosity, faith or something else.

This Wednesday’s word for our
school families is HOPE !

After praying for your loved ones,
please remember to pray for our
present and future Church, particularly
for the families connected to our
schools. You may want to conclude
this special weekly time with a simple
prayer such as:

St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families
and Protector of the Church, pray
for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation,
pray for us. Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.



Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 2nd February 2025

1st Reading: Malachi 3:1-4

The Lord God says this: Look, | am going to send my messenger
to prepare a way before me. And the Lord you are seeking will
suddenly enter his Temple; and the angel of the covenant whom
you are longing for, yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.
Who will be able to resist the day of his coming? Who will remain
standing when he appears? For he is like the refiner’s fire and the
fullers’ alkali. He will take his seat as refiner and purifier; he will
purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and
then they will make the offering to the Lord as it should be made.
The offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then be welcomed by
the Lord as in former days, as in the years of old.

This first reading from Malachi is dire and threatening. The Lord
will come to his Temple and refine it. The reading seems to fit
better with the coming of Jesus to the Temple to cleanse it in
the final days of his ministry than with the coming of the child
Jesus in helpless innocence. Yet the searing, final coming is
already presaged in the coming of the young Jesus to the Temple
to be greeted by Simeon as the fulfilment of God's promise of
salvation. Malachi prophesied the purging of the sons of Levi, and
no one can deny that a dreadful purging of the sons of Levi took
place at the sack of Jerusalem in the year 70AD; the people had
failed to recognize their Lord. This cannot but give us pause to
reflect whether we, who have theoretically committed ourselves
to Christ, have in fact responded and been converted and purged.
Are we in any way better than those who were condemned and
suffered, or are we merely more secretive, better at concealing
our faults and secret distortions from others? The thoughts of all
hearts will be laid bare in the end. It might be as well to start laying
our hearts bare (or purging them) now.

How is it that many people failed to recognize who Jesus
was?

2nd Reading: Hebrews 2:14-18

Since all the children share the same blood and flesh, Jesus
too shared equally in it, so that by his death he could take
away all the power of the devil, who had power over death,
and set free all those who had been held in slavery all their
lives by the fear of death. For it was not the angels that he
took to himself; he took to himself descent from Abraham. It
was essential that he should in this way become completely
like his brothers so that he could be a compassionate and
trustworthy high priest of God’s religion, able to atone for
human sins. That is, because he has himself been through
temptation he is able to help others who are tempted.

The inclusion of this reading is unbelievably moving: the
child presented in the Temple is also to suffer, the sword will
pierce Mary’s heart. But it is because Jesus is fully human,
and now a helpless child, that his loving obedience to the
Father will save the human race. ‘What was not assumed
was not saved, say the Fathers. In Jesus, the source of our
salvation, the disobedience of Adam was washed away.
Adam is the representative of us all, personifying the human
race. Jesus had to be like his brothers and sisters, to share
their full human nature if he was to save their human nature.
He shared our baby helplessness, our adolescent anguish,
our fear of death, our loss of friends whom we thought were
faithful. In all this he knit himself into the human race and, by
taking it upon himself, saved it by joining it once more into
the Father's love. The language of high priesthood is used
in this Letter to the Hebrews because the letter is written to
Hebrews who were pining for the rituals of the Temple. But
the priesthood of Christ is radically different, according to the
order of Melchizedek (an unknown priesthood), and no longer
that of Aaron. What was the purpose of Jesus’ death?

The Wednesday Word Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradifion of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

The Wedhesday Word ™ © Copyright 2025. A registered Charity in England and Wales No.1125628 and a Limited Company No. 06608122 wednesdayword.org
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Dear Parents and Carers, Wednesday 29% January 2025

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we read about Simeon who Simeon is a great example of someone who placed
Joyfully recognised Jesus as the 'Light of the World’ - his hope in God and was blessed by encountering
the one who fills our lives with hope. Jesus, the 'Light of the World'. We too can be

Hope is a virtue which can strengthen and sustain us blessed and enidhifenedwheniWe doitheisams
through life’s greatest difficulties. Putting our hope in As part of our celebrations for this Jubilee Year
God is trying fo live and do our best in the present of Hope, enjoy exploring this Sunday’s Gospel
moment, and then trust the future to God. and this Wednesday’s word, which is HOPE.

Doin tenry Uanshrough

"Always know in your heart that God is
by your side. Let us never lose hope!*

1

| THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
Sunday 2" Febrvary 2025

When the day came for them to be
purified as laid down by the Law of Moses,
the parents of Jesus took him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord and,
in accordance with the Law, they offered
two young pigeons in sacrifice. Now in
Jerusalem there was a man hamed Simeon. He was an
upright and devout man and it had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he
had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the
Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law
required, he took him into his arms and blessed God;
and he said: “Now, Master, you can let your servant
die in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes
have seen the salvation which you have prepared for

all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans

and the glory of your people Israel.” Jesus’ parents

took him back to Nazareth where Jesus grew to

maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s

favour was with him.

Adapted from Luke 2:22-40
The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

Gefting to know Jesus makes life joyful.
Learn more about this Sunday’s Gospel in your
local Parish Church: all are very warmly invited.

W
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Hope is a wonderful gift. When we spend time learning about

and listening to Jesus, we are blessed with hope and strengthened,
and so are able to bring great hope and good news to others.

SPREAD THE WORD and bring GOOD NEWS to your friends by sharing THE WEDNESDAY WORD 7 (0) () (X) © =



Good News for Families
ER TIME -==-

en Jesus was a baby, his parents, Mary and Joseph, took him up to the Temple to
present him to God and make an offering of two young pigeons. Ih the Temple was a
good and holy man nhamed Simeon. The Holy Spirit had promised Simeon that he would
not die until he had seen Jesus, the Light of the World. Simeon took Jesus into his arms
and praised God saying, “Now, | can die in peace because you have kept your promise. L. /Al
This child, Jesus, will be a light for all nations.” Sunday Gospel Gallery

What had the Holy Spirit promised Simeon? Look at this Sunday’s Gospel
picture. What can you see?
Which word or words stood out for you in this Sunday’s Gospel, and why? Spend a few R eJUR=RTIE “FT LA/ % o0

relaxing moments pondering the picture together. Share any thoughts before moving on. it make you think abour?

*God is the reason for our hope and the
source of our happiness.” pope francis
Jesus brings a message of hope fo the world. Ask your child To hope is to believe that God's love will always be with us. Is

what the word ‘hope’ means to them. Can they remember there anyone you know who is sad or troubled and needs hope?
a time when they faced a difficult sitvation and someone @h what ways can we bring hope to that person or those people?

(or maybe their faith) gave them hope? Each of you say Perhaps we can: be a good friend; be a patient listener; offer help
who or what gives you hope when times are fough. Can and support where needed; tell others about the hope that God
you remember a time when you gave hope to someone? brings into our lives; let others know we are praying for them.

- Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for the hope and light you bring to our FreREESem
3 \ + lives. Please help vs fo bring light and hope fog others foo.gAmen. ' ,'r‘-llu&&
> - \ }

KTEMPLEABKHYWEDNESDAY \E
BRVLICHPESO.J)RWORDSEARCH B 2
TWKGBOQF J UC P B SMARTSEARCHERS FIND THESE EIGHT a
D N H G L T J s Y w D Vv W@S EITHER ACROSS OR DOWN \/\/\ -g
ETOFGXELIGHT Y MARY N5
Ko}
TLPEHJSMFLSB o JOSPH @ S
NUEW JURPUI C O O _§
EXX Al ! SFVLMY O SIMEON O »
SBRPIRESENTED - il g
RRKFMCVFYBN W S uPERSEARCHERS FIND THE WORDS 2\ ‘ S
PGJOSEPHL J E DBACKWARDS OR DIAGONALLY | 3 M
Cross out the letters B ¥ W in the jumbled words below to find 4 real words. N \ ] E
cwhibldv blivghtw nabtiwonvs Sibmevown /N\ \ =
/ <
______ said, “This _, Jesus, /'E
willbea forall NN ” =
This Sunday we celebrate a special feast - ‘The Presentation . S
ﬁmwdgwc““mm.l. b faoan = Carfiemes This week 1| will fry my best fo... X -\
During Mass this weekend, church may be blessed by the {
priest. We light these candles every fime we celebrate Massto ¢ ..................cccvinnnn. l

remind us of the light that Jesus brings to our world. Wirfla a promise 2 dyas 4 big smile on sley



Happy Birthday this week to...

Elaeh,

Livia, Lucas, Kodie, Amelia, Melisa & Ronan

Aleah, Emmanuella, Dominik,

Golden Awards

Butterflies:
Ladybirds:
Dragonflies:
Grasshoppers:
Hedgehogs:
Squirrels:
Badgers:
Foxes:
Hares:
Rabbits:
Kingfishers:
Robins:
Eagles:
Owls:

Maliyah, for a fantastic effort in all phonics activities and making good progress.
Leo, for fantastic sentence writing about our school.

Denis, for trying really hard in all of his learning.

Olivia, for being a kind friend and a hard worker in all areas.

Ollie, for excellent history writing comparing old and new cars.
Lemuel, for his fantastic work in history.

Filip, for writing super instructions this week.

Milo, for his terrific contributions in maths.

Jayden, for fantastic use of the column method for multiplication.
Summer, for fantastic role play in PSHE.

Lucas, for his fantastic writing this week—well done Lucas.

Hendrix, for his superb work on finding fractions of amounts in maths.
Justin, for excellent science work linked to classification.

Ohemaa, for always being a kind and helpful member of Year 6 and a great role model.

Menu week 2

Diary Dates

Monday 3rd February

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15

Tuesday 4th February Wednesday 5th February Thursday 6th February Friday 7th February

Kingfishers swimming

Boosters - All years

X

-l
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JUBILEE 2025

History workshops Individual in class photos Reading Zone - Year 4 KS2 assembly 9:00
Reading Zone - Year 4 Reading Zone - Year 4 Parent Forum - 14:00 Reception - National
Boosters - Year 6 Booster - Year 6 Karate - Years 4,5 & 6 Measurement Programme
Karate - Years 2 & 3 CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 KS1 assembly 14:30

Please download our News & Events
App for dates for the year. Details
Mrs A Kerrell are available on the schools website

under News & Events at

E ; , www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend.




