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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Compassion. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
In the Gospel, we hear how Our Lady and St. Joseph travelled to Jerusalem to 
present the infant Jesus in the Temple. This was an important moment in the life 
of Jesus. At the temple, they met Simeon and Anna who had beautiful words to 
say about Jesus.  Mary helps us enter into the Gospel and invites us to present 
something to the Lord too and she offers us the flame of love. The Presentation 
of the Lord is a feast which comes forty days after Christmas and traditionally 
when Nativity cribs are put away. Families will notice on Monday that, sadly, our 
large outside Nativity set has gone into storage until the beginning of Advent, 
this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Smart Watches 

We have been noticing that there are an increasing number of children wearing Smart Watches. As parents 
and families know, pupils are not allowed to have devices in school which connect to the internet and can  
therefore receive messages and connect to social media. Smart watches and Fit Bits fall into this category. 
We appreciate that not all watches connect however there is no way of easily telling which do and which do 
not. Therefore, from Monday for safeguarding reasons, Smart Watches are no-longer allowed in school and are 
not part of school uniform. Pupils may wear an analogue watch or a watch with a small digital (only) face. 

One Way Exit System 

Sincere thanks to families who have taken a few moments to complete the short online survey regarding       
exiting the school site. It has been good to see the system of “keeping to the right” working well and thank you 
to the parents who have suggested this as a better idea. However, there are still have children and adults 
walking on the wrong side because they aren’t prepared to wait a few moments for the queue to clear. Please 
be patient and follow what everyone else is doing; it will only work if everyone is prepared to follow the system. 
Thank You. 

Prayer Bags 

We are desperately looking for the Year 2 and Year 6 Prayer Bags, which have been missing for several weeks. 
Please check if you have these at home and return t as soon as possible, so that other children can have their 
turn. 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 Hedgehogs:  Chloe   Squirrels:  Dilara        

 Badgers:  Stephanie   Foxes:  Myles    

 Hares:  Hayley  Rabbits:  James        

  Kingfishers:  Sofia   Robins:  Dominik       

 Eagles:  Eliana   Owls:   Ella        
   

Triathlon Tournament  

Today 12 pupils went to Harlow school’s first ever Triathlon tournament! The morning 
consisted of 12 laps in a pool, 10 laps of a playground riding a bike and finally 5 laps       
running around a playground. It was exhausting to say the least. The children all did 
amazingly and didn’t give up. They represented Holy Cross  fantastically.   

 













   Gospel Value Awards  

  Justice 

      fairness, equality, share for all 

‘’The Lord is gracious and merciful: patient and plenteous in mercy. The 
Lord is sweet to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works. The 
Lord is just in all his ways: and holy in all his works.’’ Psalm 145: 8-9, 17 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Luca    Ladybirds:   Nate         
 Dragonflies: Aminda   Grasshoppers:  Nana                                                          
 Hedgehogs:   Reg       Squirrels:   Raphaella                                        
 Badgers:  Elaeh    Foxes:   Kayla      
 Hares:   Abigail   Rabbits:   Mayah                        
 Kingfishers:  Joshua   Robins:   Jaden     
 Eagles:  Elliot    Owls:    Alexandra     
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Grasshoppers achieving 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, are Badgers attaining 99% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to           
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  97% 

Ladybirds  92% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 97% 

Squirrels 97% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 94% 

Hares 98% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 91% 

Robins 95% 

Eagles 94% 

Owls 95% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 2 February, The Presentation of the Lord: Luke 2:22-40  

“For my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”   

This gospel passage recounts how Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to the temple to fulfil the 

Law of Moses. Their offering of two doves suggests that they were poor, as this was the provision in the 

law for those who could not afford a lamb. It serves as a reminder of the Holy Family’s humble place in the 

society of their time.  

 

As Simeon, filled with the Holy Spirit, recognises Jesus as the Messiah, his words celebrate the Good 

News as universal—transcending boundaries of race, ethnicity, and socio-economic status. Simeon’s           

prophecy calls us to examine how inclusive our communities truly are. We also encounter Anna, whose role 

reminds us to acknowledge the voices of women, especially in places where they are not currently heard.  

 

This experience of the Temple visit invites us to practice hospitality and welcome the stranger. Perhaps 

true social justice begins in our own communities, where every person should feel valued and included.  

 

Only then can we work together to break down barriers that exclude others—particularly those rooted in 

systemic poverty, racism, or inequality.   

God of Welcome, may we take this opportunity to recommit ourselves 

to the work of justice, letting your light shine brightly in a world    

often shadowed by inequality and division. Like Simeon and Anna, let 

us recognise your presence in our midst and proclaim your justice to 

all. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

The word of God is alive: down the centuries, it accompanies us and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, it is at work in every age. 











 

Golden Awards 

 

Butterflies:  Maliyah, for a fantastic effort in all phonics activities and making good progress. 

Ladybirds:  Leo, for fantastic sentence writing about our school. 

Dragonflies: Denis, for trying really hard in all of his learning.  

Grasshoppers: Olivia, for being a kind friend and a hard worker in all areas. 

Hedgehogs:  Ollie, for excellent history writing comparing old and new cars. 

Squirrels:  Lemuel, for his fantastic work in history. 

Badgers:  Filip, for writing super instructions this week. 

Foxes:  Milo, for his terrific contributions in maths. 

Hares:  Jayden, for fantastic use of the column method for multiplication. 

Rabbits:  Summer, for fantastic role play in PSHE. 

Kingfishers:  Lucas, for his fantastic writing this week—well done Lucas. 

Robins:  Hendrix, for his superb work on finding fractions of amounts in maths. 

Eagles:  Justin, for excellent science work linked to classification. 

Owls:   Ohemaa, for always being a kind and helpful member of Year 6 and a great role model.  

  

    

 

Menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 4th February 

History workshops 

Reading Zone - Year 4  

Boosters - Year 6   

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

 

Monday 3rd February 

Kingfishers swimming 

Boosters - All years 

 

Wednesday 5th February 

Individual in class photos 

Reading Zone - Year 4  

Booster - Year 6   

Friday 7th February 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

Reception - National          
Measurement Programme 

KS1 assembly  14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Elaeh, Aleah, Emmanuella, Dominik,  

Livia, Lucas, Kodie, Amelia, Melisa & Ronan 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Andrew’s 

Thursday 6th February 

Reading Zone - Year 4  

Parent Forum - 14:00 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


