
 

Newsletter 

7th February 2025 

  
GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is  Love. Please reflect on this 
at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
In the Gospel this weekend we hear the story of Jesus in conversation with    
Simon who has been fishing all night but has not caught anything. Jesus tells him 
to try again, to have faith and the next catch has plentiful amounts of fish. In 
the gospel this week we are reminded to have faith and to pray to Jesus that we 
will have good things in our lives so that we can share love and happiness with 
everyone around us. We can bring the Good News to others.  
 
Next week is Kindness Week and we are asking everyone to remember the words 
of our Gospel Value Love, and to show generosity, friendship and love for               
everyone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

FORMS 

We will be using FORMS as a way to get your thoughts regarding some aspects of school life. Hopefully,               
parents and carers will find this a quick and easy system to use. Please just follow the link and complete. We 
appreciate your time to do this. 

History Day 

We had a wonderful day on Tuesday this week with our History day. A big thank you to Mrs Hunt for             
organising the day and for all the staff for their efforts to make it a special experience for the children. 

We would like to signpost you to the school website where you can see videos of some of the children sharing 
their thoughts on what they learn on History day. We have dragged Miss Hanifin and Ms Dodd back from the 
60’s to present day-they were very much embracing the groovy vibes! 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 Hedgehogs:  Cali   Squirrels:  Stanley       

 Badgers:  Hermione  Foxes:  Myles   

 Hares:  Albie   Rabbits:  Bali         

  Kingfishers:  Joshua  Robins:  Lucas        

 Eagles:  Jeanette  Owls:   Mahayla       
    

INSET Day 

Just a reminder that Friday next week is a non-pupil day as we have staff training. 

Family Mass-Save the date 

We would like to invite extended family members (2 per family) to come along to a special daytime Family mass. 
We would like to offer grandparents, god parents, aunties, uncles the opportunity to come and celebrate Mass 
together with the children on Thursday 20th March at 2:00pm for Reception and Key Stage One and on     
Thursday 27th March for Key Stage 2 pupils. We will be sending out an electronic Forms document for sign up, 
please only 2 per family to begin with and we will let you know if we have more spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to the winners of the classroom door competition. 
Key Stage 1, Grasshoppers - Dinosaurs and Key Stage 2, Badgers - 
1960s. 













   Gospel Value Awards  

  Integrity 

      honesty, truth, honour, faithfulness 

“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be  
faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in 
your master’s happiness.” Matthew 25: 14-3 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Ronan    Ladybirds:  Liora       
 Dragonflies: Holly    Grasshoppers: Piper-Willow                                                            
 Hedgehogs:   Amelia      Squirrels:  Gwenda                                           
 Badgers:  Samantha   Foxes:  Kaci       
 Hares:   Isla    Rabbits:  Lucas                           
 Kingfishers:  Isabella   Robins:  Luke       
 Eagles:  Annaliesa   Owls:   Emilie       
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Squirrels achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, are Robins also attaining 99% attendance. 
Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why 
your child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having 
to           contact parents, to find out why their child is absent 
from school. If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s 
absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  96% 

Ladybirds  93% 

Dragonflies 92% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 93% 

Hares 98% 

Rabbits 94% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 99% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 94% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 9 February, Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 5 :1-11  

'Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.’ 

In the Angelus on 6 February 2022, Pope Francis preached: ‘God does not want a cruise ship: a poor 

“ramshackle” boat is enough for him, as long as we welcome him … Do we make available to him the little we 

have?’ Cruising is great fun, but in this passage the Pope uses the imagery of boating to suggest that it is 

not luxury that cuts it with God!  

 

The disciples are told here that they will ‘catch men’. They had very little, but what is miraculous about 

this incident is not so much the number of fish that were caught as the mission that was conferred on the 

disciples. Perhaps becoming more aware of the ways in which we are ourselves poor can open us up to the 

vital need to enrich others as we ourselves have been enriched by God.  

 

It’s challenging for me to think about how this applies to me. Cruising is a temporary escape from the real 

world, the messy world into which Jesus steps. Maybe I am being called to reflect on what messes I’m 

avoiding in my life and those of others around me.  

Loving Lord, help us to put aside our fears and step        

courageously with you into the messes of our own and      

others’ lives.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

We must remember that young children observe,         
understand, and remember. They speak to us through 
their gazes and silences. Let us listen to them! 











Headteacher Award 

Tehila and Jemie, for living out our Gospel Values when supporting their peers 

 

Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Blake, for making a huge effort with his handwriting. 

Ladybirds:  Anna, for painting a beautiful Chinese Blossom Tree . 

Dragonflies: Marco, for trying hard with his writing.  

Grasshoppers: Nojus, for amazing improvement in his independent writing. 

Hedgehogs:  Zach, for always helping and being so good with electronics. 

Squirrels:  Nellie, for having an excellent attitude to learning. 

Badgers:  Hanley, for always having beautiful manners and being respectful. 

Foxes:  Millie, for excellent detail, drawing and shading of a flower. 

Hares:  Freddie, for always having a smile on his face and positive attitude towards his learning. 

Rabbits:  James, for fantastic work using a saw to cut wood in preparation for his bridge. 

Kingfishers:  Margaret, for her wonderful contributions and fantastic work in R.E. 

Robins:  Diana, for her incredible attitude in all lessons. 

Eagles:  Albert, for excellent effort with setting and character description. 

Owls:   Stevie, for fantastic work this week.  

  

    

 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 11th February 

Reading Zone - Year 4  

Boosters - Year 6   

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

 

 

Monday 10th February 

Kingfishers swimming 

Boosters - All years 

 

Wednesday 12th February 

Reading Zone - Year 4  

Booster - Year 6   

Friday 14th February 

INSET DAY - school closed 
for pupils 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Ciaran, Lucas, Phoebe, Hendrix,  

Jemimah &  Jackson 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Thursday 13th February 

Reading Zone - Year 4  

Parent Forum - 14:00 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 

Valentines disco - 

Reception, Years 1& 2 - 
16:00 - 17:00  

Years 3 to 6 - 17:15 - 18:30   

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


