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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for the week after half term is Humility. 
Please reflect on this at home with your child. .  
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
 
It is hard to believe that we have already reached the Half Way point in the 
school year. The children thoroughly enjoyed the school discos last night and it 
was brilliant to hear the children singing at the tops of their voices and having so 
much fun! Sincere thanks to parents and families who helped out. You made it an 
extra special event.  
 
In the Gospel this weekend we hear Jesus say to his Disciples, ‘Rejoice when that 
day comes and dance for joy, for then your reward will be great in heaven.’ I 
think that we all deserve to have a well-earned rest and reward ourselves with 
some time with our families.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to wish everyone a wonderful week.  
 
We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 24th February 
 
God bless, 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Parent Consultations 

We have sent out appointments for Parent Consultations through Arbor-please log on to book your                      
appointment. These will be on the 4th March 9:00-12:00 and the 6th 3:30-7:00pm. Booking closes on the 28th         
February. 

Policies 

We have added some new policies and reviewed some others and we will be sending these to parents in a sepa-
rate email. These include our Packed Lunch Policy, Arrears Policy and Vexatious Complaints Policy. All of our 
school policies can be found on our school website, please follow this link: 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=23 

Jubilee Prayer Cards 

All of the children have received a special Jubilee Prayer card this week. We have some spare cards if you 
would like one please ask the office. An example is on the office window. 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=23


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 Hedgehogs:  Keziah  Squirrels:  Zoe       

 Badgers:  Elaeh   Foxes:  Flynn   

 Hares:  Tawana  Rabbits:  River         

  Kingfishers:  Jackson  Robins:  Axel        

 Eagles:  Amber  Owls:   Hector        
    

Forms 

We will be using forms as a way to get your thoughts regarding some aspects of school life. Hopefully, parents 
and carers will find this a quick and easy system to use. Please just follow the link and complete. We appreciate 
your time to do this. 

Uniform 

At this half way point in the school year I would like to remind parents and families about the rules for our 
school uniform. Please read the separate letter sent out the newsletter. 

Family Mass-Save the Date 

We would like to invite extended family members (2 per family) to come along to a special daytime Family mass. 
We would like to offer grandparents, god parents, aunties, uncles the opportunity to come and celebrate Mass 
together with the children on Thursday 20th March at 2:00pm for Reception and Key Stage One and on         
Thursday 27th March for Key Stage 2 pupils. We will be sending out an electronic Forms document for sign up, 
please only 2 per family to begin with and we will let you know if we have more spaces. 

Cross Country 

A group of children in Years 3 to 6 travelled to Hare Street school for a Harlow schools cross country          
competition. All of the children ran so well and did the school proud.  

Congratulations to the following children, on placing in their year group race: 

  

 2nd Place     1st Place 

 Keziah   Oliwier            
 Jan    Blake 
 Erin    Ellie 
 Diana  









   Gospel Value Awards  

  Compassion 

      kindness, patience, empathy, helpfulness 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,          
gentleness and patience. Colossians 3:1  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Oliver   Ladybirds:  Abdul-Aleem     
 Dragonflies: Aleah    Grasshoppers: Malique                                                            
 Hedgehogs:   Nathan      Squirrels:  Olivier                                           
 Badgers:  Naomi   Foxes:  Ama      
 Hares:   Rufus    Rabbits:  Sarah                           
 Kingfishers:  Gracie   Robins:  Filip                        
 Eagles:  Jeremy   Owls:   Sophie      
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Hedgehogs and Squirrels achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The 
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Rabbits attaining 99%            
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact 
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  91% 

Ladybirds  88% 

Dragonflies 92% 

Grasshoppers 94% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 98% 

Badgers 98% 

Foxes 94% 

Hares 86% 

Rabbits 99% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 98% 

Eagles 94% 

Owls 96% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 16 February, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time:  Luke 6: 17, 20-26   

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God."  

“Many people would like poor people to keep on saying ‘It is God’s will that I live this way’. But it is not the 

will of God that some people have everything while others have nothing. That cannot be of God. God ’s will is 

that all his children should be happy”.  

St Oscar Romero condemned as an evil, as a sin, people lacking what is necessary for life. Material poverty 

is not the poverty sanctified by Jesus Christ in the Beatitudes 

Romero spoke of the Beatitudes as a force for liberation. The Church must have a preferential option for 

those who are poor: converted and committed to those who hunger, suffer and weep. “A church that does 

not join with the poor and denounce with them the injustices visited up on them is not the true church of 

Jesus Christ”. 

For those standing in solidarity with those experiencing poverty in El Salvador, facing possible persecution, 

perhaps imprisonment or death, he had words of consolation. They would be blessed for receiving the      

insults, denouncement and hatred of others, rather than seeking the adulation and privileges of the world. 

St Oscar contrasted material poverty with a spiritual poverty. It is spiritual poverty that liberates us from 

placing our trust in wealth and power. Freed from being distracted by the goods of the world and          

recognising the higher values of the kingdom, we become more open and receptive to the healing word of 

God, making us better liberators and more capable of transforming society. 

Lord Jesus 

May our world embrace a spiritual poverty; 

for the good of our common home 

to liberate our sisters and brothers  

experiencing inequality and injustice, 

so that all your children may be happy. 

Amen   

The Words of Pope Francis 

When goodness is not reinvested, it is lost. The greatness of our lives 
is not measured by how much we save but by the fruit we bear. 











Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Samuel, for a great attitude, being ready to learn. 

Ladybirds:  Rebecca, for becoming more confident in phonics. 

Dragonflies: River, for making a great effort during provision.  

Grasshoppers: Riley, for excellent progress in writing. 

Hedgehogs:  Indila, for improved focus and concentration. 

Squirrels:  Noah, for working hard in all of his learning. 

Badgers:  Luca, for a great attitude to his learning. 

Foxes:  Ava, for writing an exciting story. 

Hares:  Hannah, for great effort in English writing, using persuasive features. 

Rabbits:  Autumn, for a fantastic effort with her handwriting. 

Kingfishers:  Erin,  for always trying her best and for being a great role model. 

Robins:  Yannick, for his amazing drawing and writing about The Highwayman . 

Eagles:  Erin, for always working hard in all areas and being a great role model. 

Owls:   Layla, for excellent work in maths.  

  

    

 

Menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 25th February 

Reading Zone - Year 2  

Boosters - Year 6   

 

 

 

Monday 24th February 

Kingfishers swimming 

Boosters - All years 

 

Wednesday 26th February 

Reading Zone - Year 2  

Bikeability 

Booster - Year 6   

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Friday 28th February 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly  14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

Jeanette, Rufus & Luca 

Happy Birthday next week to… 

 Jayden, Isla, Ella, Leah, Ellis, Isabella,     
Lucas, Harley, Tehilah, Malakai, Maliyah,    

Keziah & Priscilla 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Thursday 27th February 

Reading Zone - Year 2  

Bikeability 

Community Clean - 13:30 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 

Years 3 to 6 - 17:15 - 18:30   

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


