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GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Forgiveness. Please reflect 
on this at home with your child. .  
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
In the Gospel reading this Sunday we hear Jesus remind the disciples about the 
need to not judge others but instead to look inward to their own faults. We can 
take the message from the readings this weekend and think about how we live our 
own lives and how we treat others. Jesus calls us to pause for a moment and     
reflect on what we are doing ourselves, before criticising the actions others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back this week after the half term break and to begin this second 
half of the school year together. The sun is trying hard to shine and warm us and along the path to the        
playground, we are beginning to see the first signs of spring.  
 
I would like to wish everyone a wonderful weekend. 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Ash Wednesday Mass 

We will be marking the start of our Lenten journey this Wednesday with Ash Wednesday Mass. At the Mass 
all of the children will receive ashes as a small black mark on their forehead. This is a sign that we are thinking 
of the suffering that Jesus went through and it shows that we remember that we have Jesus close to our 
hearts. 

Mid-Year Reports 

We will be sending out your child’s mid-year school report on Monday. They will now be sent electronically as 
we are working hard to reduce our paper usage. Should you wish to have a printed paper copy then you are        
welcome to ask for one at the office. We ask that you send any feedback regarding the report via Tapestry 
and/ or Seesaw. At Parent Consultation meetings there will be slips available should you wish to write your   
response. 

Parent Consultations 

Parent Consultation bookings have now closed on our system. We are very much looking forward to seeing    
parents and families next week at the meetings. We will be sending out an electronic, half year questionnaire 
next week which we would appreciate you completing so that we can gather your thoughts about our school. 

 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

  

   Hedgehogs:  Hudson  Squirrels:  Lucas     
   

   Hares:  Nick   Rabbits:  Tilly      
   

    Kingfishers:  Hendrix  Robins:  Harry     

Family Mass-Save the date 

We would like to invite extended family members (2 per family) to come along to a special daytime Family mass. 
We would like to offer grandparents, godparents, aunties, uncles the opportunity to come and celebrate Mass 
together with the children on Thursday 20th March at 2:00pm for Reception and Key Stage One and on          
Thursday 27th March for Key Stage 2 pupils. We will be sending out an electronic Forms document next for sign 
up, please only 2 per family to begin with and we will let you know if we have more spaces. 

Stations of the Cross 

We would like to invite parents and families to attend the Stations of the Cross 
on the last day of term, Friday 4th April at 9.30am. This will be led by Year 6   
pupils and we will follow afterwards with light refreshments. 

CAFOD Club 

On Wednesday CAFOD club went to St Lukes along with St Albans. We shared all 
of our fundraising and gave them a copy of our Lenten journeys. Together we 
made snow drops to think about the coming of lent, we put what we will fast from 
and what nice things we will do on them.  

The children were all very well behaved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Clean, with The Eco Council, School Council and Mini Vinnies 

On Thursday some of our children and staff and parent volunteers participated in a community clean to help tidy 
up our grounds and the local area around the school. This helped improve our surrounding area and for the      
children to understand the importance of not dropping litter and how if affects our wildlife and environment.  

We were amazed by how much we found in such a small area.   



CAFOD Club ‘Elfridges’ Christmas Sale 

We raised £523 from the ‘Elfridges’ Christmas Sale. Thank you to everyone for their kind donations. With 
these funds we have bought the following    







   Gospel Value Awards  

  Humility 

      trust and faith in our Lord God our Father 

‘’Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. Make me 
walk in your truth, and teach me: for you are God my saviour’’ Psalm 24:4 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Archie   Ladybirds:  Anna        
 Dragonflies: Zakary   Grasshoppers: Reuel-Nathan                                                            
 Hedgehogs:   Basil       Squirrels:  Mina                                             
 Badgers:  Grace    Foxes:  Benjamin       
 Hares:   Eddie    Rabbits:  Maya      
 Kingfishers:  Freya    Robins:  Sid                        
 Eagles:  Ella    Owls:   Ohemaa      
                  
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Hedgehogs achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award, are Rabbits also attaining 99% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact 
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  94% 

Ladybirds  95% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 99% 

Squirrels 98% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 94% 

Hares 93% 

Rabbits 99% 

Kingfishers 96% 

Robins 94% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 96% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 2 March, Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 6: 39-45  

“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that 

is in your own eye?”  

Hypocrisy - telling people what to do and not following the right path oneself - always resulted in a stern 

warning from Jesus. Often it was the Pharisees who provoked Jesus’ wrath for hypocritical behaviour and 

condemnation of their neighbour. This time it is the disciples to whom he issues a strong warning and, in 

speaking to them, he speaks also to us. He condemns those who accuse others of sins that they themselves 

are guilty of committing.  

 

For Jesus the heart was the centre of compassion, as it must be for us. As Pope Francis writes in his latest 

encyclical Dilexit Nos: “Living as we do in an age of superficiality, rushing frenetically from one thing to 

another ... all of us need to rediscover the importance of the heart.” #2  

 

We must have a heart large enough to encompass all the injustices we see around us and be prepared to do 

something about them. Our compassion and help must be generous and freely given. As we approach the 

season of Lent, may we learn to be liberal with our charity, both in judgement and practically at home and 

abroad, to show we truly follow the call of Jesus without counting the cost.   

Give me a heart, O God, large enough to see as you see the 

suffering of others and to work to spread your love and 

compassion for all. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Be courageous witnesses of the love of God our Father, who wants us 
all to be brothers and sisters. Let us set out together to be artisans 
of a new era of peace, justice and fraternity. 











Golden Awards 

 

Butterflies:  Million, for writing his name beautifully. 

Ladybirds:  Kenzo, for trying hard with his writing. 

Dragonflies: Eduard, for trying so hard with his phonic assessment.  

Grasshoppers: Lilah, for being an excellent role model to her peers. 

Hedgehogs:  Gray, for focusing hard on editing his work. 

Squirrels:  All of Squirrels, for creating excellent shape poems in English. 

Badgers:  Amara, for super work on length and perimeter. 

Foxes:  Georgie, for her commitment to learning in maths. 

Hares:  Kiera, for a fantastic information poster on Tu Bishvat. 

Rabbits:  Samuel, for being supportive, kind and caring to his peers. 

Kingfishers:  Axel, for his fantastic contributions and work during Multi Faith day. 

Robins:  Adaora, for her tremendous attitude to our Multi Faith day about Judaism. 

Eagles:  Jeanette, for producing a fantastic Kenning poem around the character of Grimmy Nick. 

Owls:   Stevie, for working hard in all subjects.  

  

    

 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 4th March 

Parent/teacher               
consultations  9:00 - 12:00  

Boosters - Year 6   

 

 

Monday 3rd March 

St David’s non             
uniform only 

Robins swimming 

Boosters - All years 

Wednesday 5th March 

Ash Wednesday Mass 9:15 

Booster - Year 6   

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Friday 8th March 

 

 

 

World Book Day - dress as 
a book charactor 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly  14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Violet, Braven, Blane, Ollie, 

 Raysa & Marshall 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Thursday 6th March 

Parent/teacher              
consultations 15:30 - 19:00   

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

No CAFOD Club 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


