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7th March 2025 

  
GOSPEL: VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Hope. Please reflect on this 
at home with your child. .  
 
Weekly Reflection  
 
This week we have begun our journey through Lent. On Wednesday, we had a  
beautiful whole school Mass for Ash Wednesday and I was so proud of how           
beautifully the children sang. A very special well done to our Ladybird and              
Butterfly Reception children, who came to Mass for the first time with the whole 
school yesterday.  
 
Each Lent, we are asked to fast-to give something up and not to do it with a 
gloomy face. We heard this in the words of the Gospel on Ash Wednesday. We 
are called this Lent to make a sacrifice and to challenge ourselves to give up               
something that we truly love and enjoy to show that we love Jesus.  
 
Pope Francis offers these words and encourages us to think about how we can Fast from certain ways we may 
behave towards others, helping us to think about how we can be better people. We have shared these words 
with the children this week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to wish everyone a wonderful weekend. 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Mid-Year Reports 

We sent out your child’s class report electronically on Monday this week. We would appreciate you sending any 
comments about your child’s report to your child’s class teacher on Tapestry or Seesaw. 

World Book Day 

We were delighted to invite Chris Vince MP to the school to celebrate World Book Day with the children. He 
met lots of the children, reading their books with them. He then read an excerpt from Grey Friars Bobby to 
Year 5 pupils.    



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

  

   Hedgehogs:  Indila   Squirrels:  Luca     
   Hares:  Hannah  Rabbits:  Mayah    
    Kingfishers:  Eryk   Robins:  Harry     
    

Parent Consultations 

Thank you for attending Parent Consultations this week; it was good to see you and talk about your child’s      
progress so far at this half year point and also the targets that they are working on. 

We have sent out a Mid-Year Parent Questionnaire and we would appreciate you taking a few minutes to         
complete it. Please follow this link: https://forms.office.com/e/gXKcLgSntW 

Family Mass-Save the Date 

We would like to invite extended family members (2 per family) to come along to a special daytime Family mass. 
We would like to offer grandparents, godparents, aunties, uncles the opportunity to come and celebrate Mass 
together with the children on Thursday 20th march at 2:00pm for Reception and Key Stage One and on              
Thursday 27th March for Key Stage 2 pupils. We have sent out an electronic Forms document for sign up, please 
only 2 people per family to begin with and we will let you know if we have more spaces. 

Reception and Key Stage One link: https://forms.office.com/e/gXKcLgSntW 

Key Stage Two Link: https://forms.office.com/e/ibHSZzTWmC 

Stations of the Cross 

We would like to invite parents and families to attend the Stations of the Cross on the last day of term, Friday 
4th April at 9.30am. This will be led by Year 6 pupils and we will follow afterwards with light refreshments. 

New Recycling Legislation 

We are required to conform to new Recycling Legislation from the Government by the 31st March. This will 
mean that we have to follow very strict rules about our recycling as a school. Parents and Families can really help 
us by considering how you send in your child’s snack and packed lunch items. Please can you use pots and            
containers that can be re-used each day. 

Cross Country Competition 

Last Friday, Key Stage 2 took part in Harlow's 
Cross-Country tournament. The children all tried 
their hardest and didn't give up, even though the 
course was very long and very muddy. We had 
some great scores with our Year 4 and Year 6 
girls both coming 5th place out of 20 schools!  

A massive well done to Blake who achieved         
another outstanding 1st place for Year 5 boys! 
Such a great  achievement. We wish Blake good 
luck ahead of the Essex county finals soon!    

https://forms.office.com/e/gXKcLgSntW
https://forms.office.com/e/gXKcLgSntW
https://forms.office.com/e/ibHSZzTWmC




 







   Gospel Value Awards  

  Humility 

      trust and faith in our Lord God our Father 

‘’Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. Make me 
walk in your truth, and teach me: for you are God my saviour’’ Psalm 24:4 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Halle    Ladybirds:  Milin        
 Dragonflies: Holly    Grasshoppers: Tomas                                                             
 Hedgehogs:   Chloe       Squirrels:  Alice                                             
 Badgers:  Stephanie   Foxes:  Jan        
 Hares:   Hayley   Rabbits:  James      
 Kingfishers:  Joshua   Robins:  Zofia                        
 Eagles:  Catherine   Owls:   Aria       
                  
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Squirrels achieving a fantastic 100% attendance. Well done! The 
joint winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Badger and Rabbits  
attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact 
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  96% 

Ladybirds  96% 

Dragonflies 95% 

Grasshoppers 94% 

Hedgehogs 99% 

Squirrels 100% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 95% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 99% 

Kingfishers 93% 

Robins 93% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 94% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 9 March, First Sunday of Lent: Luke 4: 1-13  

“He ate nothing during those days. And when they were over, he was hungry.”  

In this Sunday’s gospel, we hear how Jesus goes out into the desert. He remains there for forty days, 

without food. Like Lokho and her community in northern Kenya, Jesus experiences what it means to live in 

the harshest conditions. We are not surprised to learn that at the end of this time, he is hungry. 

 

During this difficult experience however, Jesus is never alone. He is filled with the Holy Spirit, who 

strengthens him throughout his time of preparation and prayer.  

 

When we face challenges, we can feel isolated and lonely, but our faith teaches us that God is always with 

us. Knowing that we are never abandoned, that God is by our side, strengthens us as we strive to overcome 

our difficulties.  

 

It can also lead us in turn to stand alongside those who are facing serious challenges in our world today. 

Working together with others can make a real difference, whether in our local community, or in our wider 

global family.  

 

As Lokho says, when talking about the group of women who work on the vegetable garden with her: “We do 

appreciate the sense of solidarity because unity is a strength – that is what we believe. Everything in this 

place is done as a community.” 

God who walks with us, and knows what it is to be hungry, 

teach us to walk alongside one another and to work together 

to overcome the challenges in our world. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

The Ashes remind us of who we are, which does us good. It puts us in 
out place, smooths out the rough edges of our narcissism, brings us 
back to reality, and makes us more humble and open to one another. 
None of us is God; we are all on a journey. #Lent 











Golden Awards 

 

Butterflies:  Freddie & Archie, for fantastic reading. 

Ladybirds:  Griffin, for independently writing his name. 

Dragonflies: Marcel, for producing some amazing work.  

Grasshoppers: Jimmy, for some excellent descriptive writing. 

Hedgehogs:  Reg & Arthur, for amazing team effort always helping each other. 

Squirrels:  Alison, for always working hard in her learning. 

Badgers:  Olivia, for her excellent and mature attitude to her learning. 

Foxes:  Memphis, for her tremendous work on fractions! 

Hares:  Eliora, for a fantastic non-chronological report on light and beautiful presentation. 

Rabbits:  Aoife, for a fantastic oral retelling of Pandora’s Box. 

Kingfishers:  April, for her fantastic diary entry linked to Alice in Wonderland - Well done! 

Robins:  Miruna, for her amazing positive attitude in all lessons.  

Eagles:  Victoria, for an excellent diary entry linked to holes. 

Owls:   Quan, for great writing in English.  

  

    

 

Menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 11th March 

Reading zone - Year 1  

Boosters - Year 6   

 

 

 

Monday 10th March 

Robins swimming 

Boosters - All years 

 

Wednesday 12th March 

Reading zone - Year 1  

Booster - Year 6   

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Friday 14th March 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

Year 6 Crucial Crew 

KS1 assembly  14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to… 

 

Emilie, Afi, Olivier, Grace, Erin,   

Darius, Harry, Isabella & Diona 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Thursday 13th March 

Reading zone - Year 1  

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


