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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Integrity. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Rest in Peace Pope Francis 
We have been deeply saddened by the passing of Pope Francis on Monday. The 
children have had lessons this week which have focused on his life, on his mission 
and on the difference that he made to our school life and to the world around us. 
He cared passionately about the poor, the marginalised and about the              
environment. He was a passionate campaigner for peace in the world. The children 
have learned about his humility and the humble life that he led in a simple         
apartment in the grounds of the Vatican rather than the stately apartments he 
was offered. 
 
There have been some beautiful, moving tributes paid to Pope Frances this week 
and I felt this was very poignant: 
 
His Holiness Pope Francis was unlike any who came before him. Pope Francis will be remembered as one 
of the most consequential leaders of our time and I am better for having known him. For decades, he 
served the most vulnerable across Argentina and his mission of serving the poor never ceased. As Pope, 
he was a loving pastor and challenging teacher who reached out to different faiths. He commanded us to 
fight for peace and protect our planet from a climate crisis. He advocated for the voiceless and      
powerless. He made all feel welcome and seen by the Church. He promoted equity and an end to poverty 
and suffering across the globe. And above all, he was a Pope for everyone.                                
He was the People's Pope - a light of faith, hope, and love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have been very moved by the beautiful prayers and work that the children have written from their hearts 
this week. This will be a very special newsletter only containing the children’s very precious thoughts and words 
about the Holy Father.  
 
Eternal rest grant unto him Oh Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.  
May he rest in peace amen.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 Hedgehogs:  Ollie   Squirrels:  Allison      
 Badgers:  Stephanie  Foxes:  Myles       
 Hares:  Dominic  Rabbits:  Sarah       
 Kingfishers:  Erin   Robins:  Miruna      
 Eagles:  Christiana  Owls:   Ella      

Science Workshops 

Please do not bring younger siblings to the Science workshops, next week. Unfortunately we are unable to     
accommodate them and they can be distracting for the class, when being taught.  

 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Mrs Tarling and her husband on the birth of their gorgeous twins,     
Theodore and Reuben, who made an early entrance into the world. They were born at 
just under 31 weeks at the start of the Easter holidays.  

Both boys and parents are doing well, despite their hurry to be born! 









   Gospel Value Awards  

  Gentleness 

      Softness, beauty, serenity, peacefulness 

‘’Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.’’ 
Matthew 11:29 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Jude   Ladybirds:  Lia         
 Dragonflies: Micah   Grasshoppers: Stefan                                                              
 Hedgehogs:   Zach      Squirrels:  Noah                                              
 Badgers:  Lottie  Foxes:  Memphis                        
 Hares:   Freddie  Rabbits:  Summer       
 Kingfishers:  Erin   Robins:  Jayden                                               
 Eagles:  Luisa   Owls:   Ella        
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,            
Ladybirds achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners of the KS2 
Attendance Award, are Robins attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence          
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to   
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. 
If you do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it 
may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form 
of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies  92% 

Ladybirds  99% 

Dragonflies 95% 

Grasshoppers 94% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 98% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 88% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 93% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 99% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 90% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 27 April, Second Sunday of Easter: John 20:19-31  

"Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."  

This gospel invites us to reflect on how much of a blessing it is to believe.  

In the risen Jesus' encounters with his friends, we see that even those who were close to Jesus, and had 

witnessed his miracles firsthand, had their doubts. The passage opens with most of the disciples hiding in 

fear behind closed doors. They could not believe until they saw Christ's wounds and Thomas could not    

believe until he touched them. 

Perhaps we too can sympathise with the disciples' fear and doubt. Injustice and  suffering can put our 

faith to the test. Sometimes, heartbreak, loss or abandonment can make us feel like hope is simply a lost 

cause. 

As we reflect on the gospel, we can be encouraged by Jesus who meets each person exactly where they 

are. Jesus knows our pain as he carried the wounds of the whole world. As the risen Jesus shows Thomas 

his marks in his hand and side, we are assured that even the worst suffering and injustice can be trans-

formed by God into new life.  

This Eastertide let's open the door of our hearts to the new hope that the resurrection brings.   

Loving God, 

thank you for reminding us that we can place our hope and trust in you. Grant 

us the faith to say, with Thomas, "My Lord and my God".  

Amen. 

Holy Cross Excel at Cycling Festival 

Eleven children from Years 3-6 travelled to Church Langley Primary School this morning to participate in a    
Cycling Festival.  

This event consisted of many trials where the children 
had to use their skills of poise and balance while       
manoeuvring their bicycles, all the time competing, at 
speed,  against other schools.   

I’m delighted to report that Holy Cross were the first 
team to have all members successfully around the 
course and in doing so were triumphant as winners.  

This event helped to  build teamwork as well as             
determination within all. Well done to the children, who 
as always, did us proud. 









Headteacher Award 

Joel, for his fantastic attitude inside and outside of the classroom  

 

Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Isabella, for a fantastic attitude to learning and for making great choices in provision. 

Ladybirds:  Luna, for excellent remembrance and retelling of the Easter story. 

Dragonflies: Adele, for making such an improvement in phonics and maths.  

Grasshoppers: Aiden, for excellent effort in his reading. 

Hedgehogs:  Jacob, for interesting and detached homework. 

Squirrels:  Harley, for working really hard in maths. 

Badgers:  Kyren, for making a conscious effort to complete all his work. 

Foxes:  Zuzanna, for her ‘wearable tech’ designs in D.T.  

Hares:  Blousey, for making great progress in maths. 

Rabbits:  Joel, for his amazing effort in his maths work! 

Kingfishers:  Jacob, for his very thoughtful and considered R.E. work– well done Jacob! 

Robins:  Rose, for her amazing R.E. work about Jesus.  

Eagles:  Evie, for excellent D.T. work. 

Owls:   Sian, for being a positive role model.  

  

 

New menu week 2   Diary Dates      

Tuesday 29th April 

Parents science workshops 

Boosters - Year 6   

 

Monday 28th April  

Planetarium visit 

Hares swimming 

Boosters - Year 6 

Year 3 & 4 Outdoor 
games club 

Y 1 Phonics booster 

Y1 Forest club 

Football club 

Y1 & 2 Multi-sports club 

Y1 Gardening  

 

Wednesday 30th April 

Planetarium visit 

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Year 2 parents SATs meeting  
15:30 

Friday 2nd May 

Year 1 Superhero day 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly  14:30 

Happy Birthday in the Easter holiday to….  

Azari, Isabel, Lucas, Jude, Sian, Ella, Hayley, 
Jemie, Nicole-Marie, Maya, Adele, Roman,  
Arabella, Ucheoma, Axel, Adem, & Albie 

And this week to…  

Michael, Sreedivya, Sreekruthik, Oluoma, Aroha, Javonte-Blu, 
Oliver, April, Ollie, Basil, Eduard, Freddie & Jalynn 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Thursday 1st May 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  Science Week 


