
 

Newsletter 

2nd May 2025 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Compassion. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
 
Weekly Reflection on the Gospel of the 3rd Sunday of Easter 
 
The Gospel this Sunday leads us to think that sometimes it is easier to extend 
kindness to strangers than to those who have deeply hurt us. Do we find                 
ourselves helping people we barely know, yet when it comes to former friends, 
colleagues or family members who have wronged me, I hesitate. Even when we 
know they are in need, I tell myself that if they don’t ask for help, it has nothing 
to do with us-not a problem for me!  
 
Let us follow in the footsteps of Jesus and try to embrace his spirit of                  
forgiveness, if we can our world would be a more peaceful and compassionate 
place. Just as the disciples' nets overflowed when they trusted Jesus, choosing 
forgiveness can bring an abundance of healing, reconciliation and hope - not just in our lives but in communities 
everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful Bank Holiday Weekend.  
 
 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

SATs Week 

Our Year 6 children have their much-anticipated SATs tests in just over a week from now: week beginning the 
12th May. They have all worked incredibly hard and shown great resilience and we could not be prouder of 
them. Please keep the children in your prayers as they enter this week-long week of tests. 

We will be serving our well-loved SATs Breakfast on the Monday-Thursday mornings of SATs week and if you 
have a Year 6 child they are very welcome to come along and have a free breakfast. We encourage all our Year 
6s (sorry no siblings) to do this and be at school for 8am. 



Isle of Wight Meeting 

Once the SATs are over we will turn our thoughts to the Year 6 Residential Visit to the Isle of Wight. We will 
hold a meeting for parents and Year 6 children on Wednesday 22nd May at 3.30pm when we will give out some 
very important information about the trip. If you can’t make this date and time we can send you the slides and I 
am always happy to chat to parents about the trip if you have any questions. 

MAY-Month of Devotion to Our Lady 

In May we have special devotion to Our Lady and we will pray the Rosary every day with the children at 
lunchtime. On Wednesdays just after drop off and at 3pm before pick up I would like to invite parents 
and families to join with me in praying the Rosary during the month of May. 

You may also like to follow this link to access some resources for praying the Rosary together as a family: 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary 

  

Save the Date 

We have some important events coming up that I would like to highlight in case you need to ask for some time 
off work. 

Sports Day and Picnic (Fete)-This year we are planning a Sports Week with traditional races on the morning of 
the 18th June. Reception and Key Stage one will start at 9.00am and Key Stage 2 at 10.30am. Parents and      
families are invited to come along and watch the races. At 12 noon we will then move into our Family Picnic and 
Fetes afternoon (meaning parents only need to book 1 day off as we are combining them this year!). 

Leavers Mass: This will be in the church this year and will take place on Monday 21st July at 9:30am. This will 
be limited to our Year 6 parents or parents of children who are leaving our school. 

All the other important dates for the summer term can be found by following this link to our website: 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3&pid=133&viewid=41 

  

Parent Consultation Meetings-summer term 

As teachers write a more detailed report in the summer term for the end of the year with your child, we will no 
longer be holding Parent Consultation meetings on one specific morning. Instead, once you have read your child ’s 
report and if there are any questions regarding it, then you are invited to make an appointment to speak with 
your child’s class teacher at the end of term. 

Uniform 

A reminder about uniform-children may now wear the summer uniform if they wish. If girls are wearing cycling 
shorts underneath their summer dress these must be Holy Cross colours and plain. Children are not permitted 
to wear trainers, crocs or open sandals and must have school socks with their footwear-no bare feet. 

PE Kit: Children MUST have black sports shorts (not cycling shorts) or 
black tracksuit bottoms (not leggings) for PE. Tracksuit bottoms must 
be plain or be the school tracksuit bottoms. No Logos please. 

Hair accessories and hair beads and hair Braids must be Holy Cross colours. 
Children are not allowed earrings or other jewellery and no Smartwatches. 

Please ensure that in warm weather that your child has sun cream applied 
before school, a hat and a refillable water bottle with them. 

Warmest Congratulations 

Our warmest congratulations to Mr and Mrs Huggett who got married last 
Saturday. We wish them every happiness for the future. 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3&pid=133&viewid=41


In relation to our learning about superheroes, Year 1 had the most 
amazing superhero day. The children all looked amazing with a 
range of superheroes and real-life superhero costumes. We all 
made and decorated our own super shields. We also had a very 
special visit from Harlow Fire Service. The crew were amazing and 
spoke to the children all about the wonderful work they do and 
how they are real life superheroes. The children got to look at 
different equipment, clothes and even got to shoot water from 
the firehose! What a fantastic day.  







   Gospel Value Awards  

  Justice 

      fairness, equality, share for all 

‘’The Lord is gracious and merciful: patient and plenteous in mercy. The 

Lord is sweet to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works. The 
Lord is just in all his ways: and holy in all his works.’’ Psalm 145: 8-9, 17 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Sean   Ladybirds:  Dredon-Reign       
 Dragonflies: Dillon   Grasshoppers: Riley                                                               
 Hedgehogs:   Keziah     Squirrels:  Luca                                             
 Badgers:  Dennis  Foxes:  Flynn                         
 Hares:   Adam   Rabbits:  Elsie       
 Kingfishers:  Anayah  Robins:  Indiana                                               
 Eagles:  Giuseppe  Owls:   Jemie        
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance 
Award,  Squirrels achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The winners 
of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Badgers attaining 99%                
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  94% 

Ladybirds  97% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 94% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 94% 

Rabbits 98% 

Kingfishers 95% 

Robins 98% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 96% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 4 May, Third Sunday of Easter: John 21:1-19  

 

"Jesus said to them, 'Children, do you have any fish?' They answered him, 'No.'"  

It is often easier to extend kindness to strangers than to those who have deeply hurt us. I find myself 

readily assisting people I barely know, yet when it comes to former friends, colleagues or family members 

who have wronged me, I hesitate. Even when I know they are in need, I convince myself that if they do not 

ask for help, I am not obligated to offer it. 

 

But look at Jesus. The disciples abandoned him in his darkest hour - one denied him, others fled, and yet, 

when they are at their lowest, Jesus does not wait for them to come to him. He sees their frustration 

from a distance and meets them with compassion. 

 

Here is Jesus, standing on the shore, calling them once again, just as he did at the beginning. It is as if he 

is saying, "Remember how it was before? Let's start over. I forgive you, and I am still calling you." 

 

If we embraced this grace, our world would be a more peaceful and compassionate place.  

 

Lord, 

soften my heart to love as you love, to forgive as you forgive, and to reach out 

in grace even when it's hard. 

Amen. 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 Hedgehogs:  Braven  Squirrels:  Salem       
 Hares:  Abigail  Rabbits:  Evan        
 Kingfishers:  Joshua  Robins:  Liana       
 Eagles:     Owls:   Sophie      

   











Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Zuzanna, for a fantastic picture and description of a dragon. 

Ladybirds:  Hartley, for excellent work making teen numbers. 

Dragonflies: Kaleb, for his excellent learning in R.E.  

Grasshoppers: Stephanie, for working really hard in phonics. 

Hedgehogs:  Chloe, for improved concentration in all areas. 

Squirrels:  Samuel, for having a great attitude to learning. 

Badgers:  Naomi, for really persevering in maths to find the correct answer. 

Foxes:  Lyla, for her selfless attitude. She is always willing to help others.  

Hares:  Tawana, for always having a great attitude towards her learning. 

Rabbits:  Sophie, for having a fantastic attitude towards her learning. 

Kingfishers:  Kenna, for her fantastic writing linked to myths and legends. 

Robins:  Hillary, for his excellent attitude towards her work.  

Eagles:  Cristiana, for always having a positive attitude towards her work. 

Owls:   Aria, McGinty, for persevering in maths lessons.  

  

    

 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 6th May 

Mass & May procession 
14:00 

Boosters - Year 6   

Monday 5th May  

Bank Holiday - school 
closed 

Wednesday 7th May 

Year 1 trip - Wyvernwood  

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Friday 9th May 

KS2 assembly 9:00 

KS1 assembly  14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to…  

 

Naya, Blousey, Luca, Damian, Anaya,           
Kenzo-Larome, Yannick, Annaliesa,                     

Luke & Myles 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Thursday 8th May 

VE Day - non-uniform, red, 
white and blue 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

 All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


