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16th May 2025 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Humility. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
 
Weekly Reflection on the Gospel of the 4th Sunday of Easter 
 
This week we have been thnking about the importance of having good Mental 
Health and in this, also good spirtual and physical health. At Holy Cross we are 
wholly committed to suppoting our children with having good wellbeing. We offer 
our pupils lots of opportunities to be outside to enjoy fresh air and exercise and 
to drink lots of water throughout the day. We are hear to listen when children 
are sad, struggling to manage their emotions and feelings or if they are worried.  
 
Class teachers are always the first person who a child can talk to if they are  
worried and we are very lucky at Holy Cross to have lots of trusted adults who 
children feel they can talk to and who they know will offer lots of support. Mrs 
Gallagher, our dedicated Social  and Emotional Mental Health Lead, is also available most days on the gate and 
children know that she is always there if they need any extra help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

 



SATs Week 

Our Year 6 children have been incredible this week. They have shown so much determination and resilience. It 
was amazing to watch them take this last week in their stride and to approach every test with a ‘can do’      
attitude. We are all very, very proud of them. 

Isle Of Wight Meeting 

We can now turn our thoughts to the Year 6 Residential Visit to the Isle of Wight. We will hold a meeting for 
parents and Year 6 children this Wednesday 22nd May at 3.30pm when we will give out some very important 
information about the trip. If you can’t make this date and time we can send you the slides and I am always 
happy to chat to parents about the trip if you have any questions. 

 

MAY-Month of Devotion to Our Lady. 

In May we have special devotion to Our Lady and we will pray the Rosary every day with the children at 
lunchtime. This Wednesday just after drop off and at 3pm before pick up I would like to invite parents and 
families to join with me in praying the Rosary during the month of May. 

You may also like to follow this link to access some resources for praying the Rosary together as a family: 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary 

 

Football Final 

Tomorrow is the big day! Good luck to our school team in the Stacey Pardoe 
Cup final vs Freshwaters! We welcome Hector to our squad. He has impressed 
with his wonderful attitude and great skill.  

Let's get behind the green army, 9.30 a.m at Hare Street school. The more 
the merrier! The weather is going to be great, there are food and drinks   
available and it will be a feast of football!!! 

  

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

  Hedgehogs:  Yohanna  Squirrels:  Olivier     
  Badgers:  Stephanie  Foxes:  Myles                                                                                                                      
  Hares:  Eva   Rabbits:  Maya       
  Kingfishers:  Margaret  Robins:  Diana      
  Eagles:  Teodora  Owls:   Ella      

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary










   Gospel Value Awards  

  Compassion 

 kindness, patience, empathy, helpfulness 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,     
gentleness and patience. Colossians 3:12 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Emily   Ladybirds:  Francesca        
 Dragonflies: Denis   Grasshoppers: Jayden                                                              
 Hedgehogs:   Autumn     Squirrels:  Lemuel                                             
 Badgers:  Diona   Foxes:  Ava                         
 Hares:   Medeina  Rabbits:  Roman       
 Kingfishers:  Amelia  Robins:  Dominik                                               
 Eagles:  Julia   Owls:   Ilinca        
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,  
Ladybirds and Squirrels achieving 99% attendance. Well done! The      
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Eagles also  attaining 99% 
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not 
be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  98% 

Ladybirds  99% 

Dragonflies 95% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 94% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 94% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 99% 

Owls 97% 



 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 18 May, Fifth Sunday of Easter, John 13:31-35  

 

"A new command I give you: Love one another."  

We live in a time of escalating humanitarian crisis. During this time, many of the conversations I have with 

friends and family leave me feeling anxious and fearful of the future as the world feels so complicated and 

difficult to navigate. 

 

In John 13, Jesus gives us one single and new command, to love one another as he loves us. When I have 

recently found myself in circumstances where life feels overwhelming, the strength of this one single         

command cuts through a lot of the 'noise' of modern life. 

 

In this passage, Jesus also reminds us that the best way to show our discipleship is through enacting this 

love, "By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

 

Reading this, I am reminded of the life of Pope Francis, who showed this love to some of the most              

vulnerable members of humanity. Pope Francis epitomised servant leadership and asked us to work together 

to address hunger, inequality and the climate crisis, especially in this Jubilee Year. He recognised that 

what affects people in one part of the world affects us all.  

Dear Lord,  

Even when our modern lives feel chaotic and complicated, help us to show love 

to all people. We thank you for the life of your servant Pope Francis and pray 

that you may guide his successor, Pope Leo XIV, as he continues to witness to 

your love. Inspire us to work towards a common good for all people.  

Amen. 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV 

Peace be with you all! This is the first greeting spoken by the Risen Christ, the 
Good Shepard. I would like this greeting of peace to resound in your hearts, in 
your families, and among all people, wherever they may be, in every nations and 
throughout the world.  











Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Luca, for writing a very detailed description of a dragon. 

Ladybirds:  Liora, for being a positive role model to others. 

Dragonflies: Olivia, for her great R.E. work.  

Grasshoppers: Sofia, for wonderful effort in writing. 

Hedgehogs:  Nathan, for improvement in concentration in all areas. 

Squirrels:  Mina, for having a great attitude to learning. 

Badgers:  Munenyasha, for beautifully presented work. 

Foxes:  Gabriella, for displaying a great joy for learning.  

Hares:  Alexander, for always having a great attitude to his learning especially in maths. 

Rabbits:  Yohane, for having a positive attitude to his learning and greatly improved writing. 

Kingfishers:  Kojo, for always being an amazing role model and trying his hardest. 

Robins:  Blake, for his excellent attitude towards writing.  

Eagles:  Elliot, for always working hard and trying his best in all areas of his learning. 

Owls:   Sophie, for being a positive role model.  

  

    

 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 20th May 

 

 

 

Monday 19th May  

Hares swimming 

Year 6 National Measurement 
Programme  

Year 3 & 4 Outdoor games 
club 

Y 1 Phonics booster 

Y1 Forest club 

Football club 

Y1 & 2 Multi-sports club 

Y1 Gardening  

Wednesday 21st May 

Class photographs 

Family rosary 9:00 

Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Family rosary 15:00 

 

Friday 23rd May 

Inset Day - school 
closed  

 

Happy Birthday this week to…  

 

Mariella, Denis, Amber, Samantha,  

Jude, Freya & Rohan 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Andrew’s 

Thursday 22nd May 

CAFOD Cow day 

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Last day of school, return  
on 2nd June 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  


