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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for the week after the half term holiday is
Forgiveness. Please reflect on this at home with your child.

Weekly Reflection on the Gospel and Holy Day this coming week.

This week we are focusing on The Ascension of Jesus into heaven o be with God
our Father and this is marked as a Holy Day on the 29th May.

At this time, we think of Jesus's disciples and we can only imagine their confusion
and pain. Jesus had turned their worlds upside down. They had abandoned
everything dear to them, including their homes, to follow Him. He was their
secure Elace and now He says He is leaving them again. However, Jesus tells them
about things to come so that when they happen, the disciples will be reassured
that all is well and part of God's plan. Jesus reassures them that with the Spirit
there will be true love and connection with Him and his Father. All will be well,
there will be peace of mind and heart.

“Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid."

We are reminded of this, of the eternal love of Jesus and of God our father. We know that Jesus is in heaven
and that even though we cannot see him that He is with us always, walking by our side and raising us up in times
of happiness and sadness.

Wishing everyone a wonderful half term.

Mrs Kerrell

Headteacher



Relationship and Sex Education

We will be delivering our Relationship and Sex Education teaching (Journey in Love) to our Year 5 and 6 pupils
in the week beginning 30th June. We would like to invite parents and carers (only) to a meeting about the
content of the RSE curriculum on Tuesday 24th June at 3.15pm. Children in Year 3 and 4 and Key Stage One,
will also be taught the relationships aspect of this curriculum. For more information please follow this link to
the RSE curriculum, which was written by Brentwood Diocese-please scroll to the bottom :

https://www.holycrosspri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Journey+In+Love+%28RSE+Curriculum%29&pid=71

Isle of Wight Meeting

We held a meeting this week for our Year 6 parents who have children attending the Isle of Wight residential
in July. We will send out the power point presentation to all Year 6 parents. Please collect the important
forms that need to be completed from the office as soon as possible as these must be handed in as hard
copies.

Summer Uniform-sun Safety

All children should now be wearing the summer uniform-not a shirt and tie. It is likely fo be hot weather after
half term so please ensure that your child has a hat (they will not be allowed outside without one), a refillable
water bottle and sun cream applied at the beginning of every day. The children spend a lot of time outdoors
next half term and it is very important that they are safe in the sun.

Sports morning and Summer picnic (Fete)

A reminder that we will be having our traditional Sports Day races in the morning on Wednesday 18th June
and then continuing the day with the summer picnic (Fete) in the afternoon. We really hope that you can join
us for the day and you are welcome to bring a packed lunch which you can have on the field with your child.
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Cow Day

Cow Day was an amazing day! We have seen so many amazing costumes, thank you to all the parents for
organising this. This morning in assembly the children learnt why we were raising money by dressing as cows,
this was so we can help a remote family receive a cow and be trained how to use it to help farm their land and
use the milk to help provide for their family.

Each class has completed an activity to help them further understand, CAFOD's World Gifts.


https://www.holycrosspri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Journey+In+Love+%28RSE+Curriculum%29&pid=71

Victory

Congratulations to our football team on their triumph in the Harlow primary schools Stacey Pardoe cup. A full
report will be on our website.

Gospel Value Awards

Love

Joy, commitment, dedication, sacrifice

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way:;
it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the ftruth. Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. Matthew 23: 10-12

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.

Butterflies: Jedidiah Ladybirds: Francesca
Dragonflies: Tlinca Grasshoppers:  Stephanie
Hedgehogs: Braven Squirrels: Nellie
Badgers: Brielle Foxes: Millie
Hares: Layla Rabbits: Blake
Kingfishers: Axel Robins: Hendrix
Eagles: whole class Owls: whole class
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Times Tables Rockstars

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week.

Hedgehogs: Chloe Squirrels: Alice
Badgers: Stephanie Foxes: Flynn
Hares: Amelia Rabbits: Mayah

Kingfishers: Anayah Robins: Lucas
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HENRY MOORE
STUDIOS & GARDENS
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Family Fun at Henry Moore Studios & Gardens



Discover creative activities this Half Term, all inspired by the sculptor Henry
Moore. Explore, create, and let your imagination run wild in Moore's unique

landscape.

Garden & Gather: Nature Colour Hunt Family Encounters:

Friday 23 May & Friday 30 May Dress Up Like a Sculpture

12:00 - 13:30 Sunday 25 May & Friday 30 May

Head out into Henry Moore’s 11:00-12:30 & 13:30-15:00

sculpture gardens to hunt for colour Use costumes and recycled materials

in nature in this interactive session for  to transform yourself into a sculpture

age 5+ then take yourself for a walk around
the grounds to see where you would

Saturday Soft Sculpt be best placed.

Saturday 24 May & Saturday 31 May,  Open to all ages.
11:00-12:30 & 13:30-15:00

Play with shape and scale using soft
materials in these playful sculpting
sessions for younger children.

Open to all ages.

Sunday Sculpt: Flint Families

Sunday 25 May

11:00-12:30 & 13:30-15:00

Take a closer look at the flint inspired
sculptures made by Henry Moore. Use
plasticine and flint to create your own
maquettes, just as Moore did.
Recommended for age 5+

All activities are included in an annual ticket, which allows you to return as
often as you like during our open season. You can drop-in to each session, no
need to book in advance. Visit our website to find out about accessibility, how
to find us and more family fun this season. henry-moore.org

HENRY MOORE Open Wednesday to Sunday
STUDIOS & GARDENS & Bank Holidays, 11am - 5pm
Perry Green, Herts, SG10 6EE 16 April - 2 November 2025

Cover image: Henry Moore, Family Group 1947 (LH 267) with illustrations by Annie Shrosbree
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JOIN THE JUNIOR PARKRUN FAMILY

or simply come and watch - it's up to you!

Every Sunday morning Adults can join in with the kids too!

Walk, jog, run, hop, skip or jump - it’s up to you! No special kit needed - wear whatever you like

Share high fives and big smiles! Meet lots of new people

Kids can volunteer in lots of roles Try your best and celebrate your achievements

“We all do it together as a family. The volunteers are really nice,
it’s fun and you can walk if you want to!”

Register at
and head down to your local junior parkrun event!

Harlow junior parkrun
Where: The Showground Field, Harlow Town Park, near Pets’ Corner
When: Every Sunday at 9am (arrive at 8:45am)




Police
Station %E

Saturday May 31st 2025 y \

10am till 2pm

X

Essex Police would like to invite you to our open day at Harlow Police Station. This is a great opportunity for all to come
and meet the various policing teams and their working partners that operate within your district and give you the
chance to find out what we do every day to keep your community safe. We will also be joined by Essex Fire and Rescue,
Harlow Council, Rainbow Services and others.

@ E S S E X Tell us what matters to you, email the team on HarlowCPT@essex.police.uk § £PHiariow

POLICE Harlow Police Station Opening times: Monday to Sunday 9am till 5pm [ :€°-_Harlow

Ptoudmg and serving Essex

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

Police Online
Safety Event
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An online safety event will be taking
place in partnership with Harlow library

This is open to everyone. if you would
like to up your knowledge or you are a
complete technophobe. come along and
learn about keeping yourself and others
safe online-

Security settings
on devices

@ HARLOW
TOWN CENTRE
LIBRARY
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l Saturday
2dth June
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And other topics
on the day.
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Congratulations to this week's winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, Hedgehogs 927%
Ladybirds achieving a fantastic 100% attendance. Well done! The : o
winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Eagles also attaining 96% Squirrels 917
attendance. Well done!

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless _ o
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and Foxes
makes a huge difference to your child's learning. The gates open at
8:30am until 8.50am.

It is essential you notify us of your child's absence by 9am

Rabbits 94%

either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on Kingfisher-s 93%
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is - .
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact Robins 94%

parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you .
do not notify us of the reason for your child's absence it may not
be authorised.

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics
and medical appointments.

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational
Welfare Officer.

fmag .
“= Essex County Council
Education

Where does your child sit on
the attendance mountain?

Excellent
100% attendance

% Good

98% attendance =
Four whole days absent
in the school year and

Cause for 20 hours of lost learning

concern

95% attendance =
9.5 whole days absent in
the school year and 47.5
hours of lost learning

Unsatisfactory

| 90% attendance =
4 19 whole days absent in
the school year and 95
______________ hours of lost learning
86% attendance =

27 whole days absent in
the school year and 135
hours of lost learning

Critical

Less than 85% attendance =
28.5 whole days absent in the
school year and 142.5 hours

of lost learning
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Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

Imagine the confusion and pain of the disciples. Jesus had turned their worlds upside down. They had

abandoned everything dear to them, including their homes, to follow him. He was their secure place and now

he says he is leaving them.

Jesus tells them about things to come so that when they happen the disciples will be reassured that all is
well and part of God's plan. This seems to be a plan that promises pain, but Jesus reassures them that with
the Spirit there will be true love and connection with him and his Father. All will be well, there will be

peace of mind and heart.

Jesus reminds the disciples that for them this love grows from obedience to all he has taught them, and all

that the Spirit will continue to inspire in them.
Don't we yearn for that peace that passes all understanding, a peace that the world cannot give?

When we stop, turn off from all our troubles and listen to the Spirit, reminded of Jesus' teaching, we can
arise with Jesus. We can go from a place of doubt, loneliness and pain and truly hear Jesus' words, "Let not

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid... we will come and make our home with [you]."

God of peace,

thank you for making your home in us. We are sorry for the times we can't
hear your Spirit and your peace is elusive. We pray that we might live this
peace, bringing your love more alive in the world.

Amen.

The Words of Pope Leo XIV

Every word of the Gospel is like a seed sown in the soil of our lives. This soil is
our heart, as well as the world, our community, and the church. The word of God
fertilizes and awakens every reality.




sday
21t May 2025

Jesus said to his disciples, “Those who love me will listen to my words
and keep them, and my Father will love them, and we shall come to them and
make our home with them. Those who do not love me do not
keep my words. And my word is hot my own: it is the word of
the Father who sent me. | have said these things to you while
still with you; but the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in

~ my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all the

- things | have said fo you. Peace | leave to you, my own peace

| | give to you, a peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to

& you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. | am going

’:éh away, and shall return. | am going to the Father.”

'E does the picture make
you think about? Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday’s word, which is PEACE.

“‘9 P‘V/ = //:\\

To colour the picture for this Sunday’s Gospel, please see the back page. ‘ }




a_hlednesday‘s LU PEACE &)

“Let’s promofe friendship and respect between people of different
religious traditions in order to build a world of peace.” Pope francis

What did Jesus say his gift was to his friends? The instructions given by Jesus at the ‘Last
Supper’, which we read about in this Sunday’s Gospel, remind us that the peace Jesus gives
is a special inner peace which comes from receiving the Holy Spirit into our lives. Through the
sactifice he made on the cross, Jesus woh this peace for us. Ask your child what the word
‘peace’ means to them. Ask them when they feel most at peace, or when they feel most
safe and not worried about anything. Do they khow someohe who is a good peacemaker
- someohe who always helps to ease trouble because they bring God's love with them?

“Dear young people, lef us pray for peace in our hearts.” Pope francis

True peace (the removal of all anxiety, worry and envy) comes only from God. This peace
is not dependent on peaceful conditions: we can experience it even in the midst of trouble
or uncertainty. Peace, like love, is a gift to share. How can we bring peace to others
in this coming week? Perhaps we can: do what our parents and teachers ask us to do;
hot tease or make fun of friends, brothers or sisters; remember to smile when we meet
people; try to be peacemakers if our friends are arguing. Why not, as a family, visit
Justice-and-peace.org.uk, get involved and help to promote peace around the world?

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for sending the Holy Spirit so that we cah know
your perfect peace. Please help us to share that peace with others. Amen
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,‘:’ﬁ'jfofd'f give. Thisismy _ ____ __ to you.

Jesus will always be there for us - he gives us the gift of

peace. When he went back to his Father he sent the Holy Spirit

to help us to live peacefullz)m his way. We are doing fhls when
we try our best fo share peace with others.




Wednesday 21 May 2025
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G Set aside 10-15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions.

Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present.

The Gospel for Sunday 25'* May 2025
THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT

Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will
love him, and we shall come to him and make our home with him. Those who do not love
me do not keep my words. And my word is not my own: it is the word of the one who
sent me. | have said these things to you while still with you; but the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you
of all | have said to you. Peace | bequeath to you, my own peace | give you, a peace
the world cannot give, this is my gift to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.
You heard me say: | am going away, and shall return. If you loved me you would have
been glad to know that | am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. | have
told you this now before it happens, so that when it does happen you may believe.”
Taken from John 14:23-29 The Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year C

After reading the Gospel, did any words stand out? If they did,
ponder or discuss them before proceeding with the reflection.

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading
Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.

In these final discourses of Jesus at the Last Supper (as he sketches the outlines of his future
Church) there are four passages which promise the coming of a Paraclete or Advocate, the
Holy Spirit. ‘Paraclete’ and ‘Advocate’ mean the same: someone who is called to your side
as a supporter, often in a legal situation. The Father will send this Paraclete, in the name and
power of Jesus, so that the Paraclete will make Christ present in the Church in a new way.
The Paraclete will strengthen Jesus’ disciples with Christ’s own strength. The Paraclete will
lead the disciples into all truth, so that they gradually come to a fuller understanding of all the
implications of the teaching of Jesus. Like any legal advocate, the Paraclete will provide the
followers of Jesus with the power in teaching and argument to withstand opposition. This is
the power which will guide the Church in ages to come, not only the official teachers of the
Church, the successors of the apostles, but all the faithful who preserve and enrich the tradition
of the Church by their prophetic office. The decree of Vatican Il on the Church leaves no doubt
that not only the call to sanctity but also participation in the prophetic office of Christ extends
to all the members of the Church; this is an inspiring and awesome responsibility for us all.
For what special task do | most need the Paraclete’s strength and guidance?

Now slowly and prayerfully read the
Gospel once again but this time in
silence. Consider how this Gospel
could apply to your life in general.
Thank God for any insight you may
have received.

Then ask God to bless you with a
spiritual gift to help you act on any
resolution you have made. Perhaps:
love, hope, understanding, wisdom,
faithfulness, peace, patience, humility,
joy, forgiveness, self-control, courage,
generosity, faith or something else.

This Wednesday’s word for our
school families is PEACE !

After praying for your loved ones,
please remember to pray for our
present and future Church, particularly
for the families connected to our
schools. You may want to conclude
this special weekly time with a simple
prayer such as:

St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families
and Protector of the Church, pray
for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation,
pray for us. Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

Share the Prayer: Why not forward a digital copy of this Parish Version to your friends?
Also, to see a sample of your primary school’s Family Version, visit: wednesdayword.org



Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 25th May 2025

1st Reading: Acts 15:1-2. 22-29

Some men came down from Judaea and taught the brothers, “Unless
you have yourselves circumcised in the tradition of Moses you cannot
be saved.” This led to disagreement, and after Paul and Barnabas had
had a long argument with these men it was arranged that Paul and
Barnabas and others of the church should go up to Jerusalem and
discuss the problem with the apostles and elders. Then the apostles
and elders decided to choose delegates to send to Antioch with Paul
and Barnabas; the whole church concurred with this. They chose Judas
known as Barsabbas and Silas, both leading men in the brotherhood,
and gave them this letter to take with them: ‘The apostles and elders,
your brothers, send greetings to the brothers of pagan birth in Antioch,
Syria and Cilicia. We hear that some of our members have disturbed you
with their demands and have unsettled your minds. They acted without
any authority from us, and so we have decided unanimously to elect
delegates and to send them to you with Bamabas and Paul, men we
highly respect who have dedicated their lives to the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Accordingly we are sending you Judas and Silas, who
will confirm by word of mouth what we have written in this letter. It has
been decided by the Holy Spirit and by ourselves not to saddle you
with any burden beyond these essentials: you are to abstain from food
sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and
from fomication. Avoid these, and you will do what is right. Farewell.

This was the crucial meeting of the whole Church at Jerusalem where
the decision was made that Christianity was not only for Jews but
was open to the gentiles too. Paul’s activity in receiving gentiles into
the Church had created a crisis: was not God’s promise to Abraham
limited only to Jews? Was it not limited only to those who observed
the prescriptions of the Law? Could the Spirit of the risen Christ really
dwell in and activate the uncircumcised? The staggering breakthrough
achieved here at Jerusalem totally altered the course of history. Today’s
reading jumps to the concluding instructions and omits the details of
the debate which, in fact, provides a model for a community discussion:
in the awareness of the presence of the Spirit the apostles and elders
heard the facts of the case, listened to the opinions on both sides of
the question put forward by experienced leaders, and then made their
decision in the Spirit. The letter of instructions which follows is also a
model of its kind, firm in its decisions, but firm also in its appreciation of
individual consciences. The restrictions imposed on gentile Christians
were designed to make fellowship with Jewish Christians possible
without outraging their sensibilities.

How do | make decisions in my life? Could | learn anything from
the apostles in this reading? Is there some way in which | could be
more involved in the life of the Church -inthe Parish, for example?

2nd Reading: Revelation 21:10-14. 22-23

In the spirit, the angel took me to the top of an enormous high
mountain and showed me Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down
from God out of heaven. It had all the radiant glory of God and
glittered like some precious jewel of crystal-clear diamond. The
walls of it were of a great height, and had twelve gates; at each
of the twelve gates there was an angel, and over the gates were
written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel; on the east there
were three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three
gates, and on the west three gates. The city walls stood on twelve
foundation stones, each one of which bore the name of one of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb. | saw that there was no temple in the
city since the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb were themselves
the temple, and the city did not need the sun or the moon for light,
since it was lit by the radiant glory of God and the Lamb was a
lighted torch for it.

The description of the New Jerusalem, the bride of Christ, begun
in last week's reading, continues to be highly symbolic. The twelve
gates of the city (drawn from a prophecy in Ezekiel) face the four
quarters of the compass, to show that the city embraces the whole
universe and is four-square solid. They symbolise the twelve tribes
of Israel and so also the twelve apostles. The richness of the city
is hinted at in the sparkle of precious stones, not only of diamonds
but of many others too. The dimensions of the city are vast: a cube
of 1,500 miles in each direction. No need for the light and warmth of
the sun, for the Lord God and the Lamb provide a single source for
the city’s nourishment and illumination. No need for a sacred area,
for the presence of the Lord God and the Lamb make the whole city
a sacred area. This vision is the ultimate goal of creation, when we
share in the very life of God, the ultimate fuffilment of ‘thy Kingdom
come’. The Letter to the Ephesians expresses it in this way: the
whole universe is ‘headed up’ into Christ, thus making sense of
creation and bringing creation to its completion.

If I really lived in the presence of God, what would be the most
daunting thing - and what the most encouraging thing?

The Wednesday Word Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God

The Wednesday Wordis under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradifion of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated fo St Joseph

The Wedhesday Word ™ © Copyright 2025. A registered Charity ih England and Wales No.1125628 and a Limited Company No. 06608122 wednesdayword.org



Happy Birthday this week to...

Malakai-Chase, Elliot, Eliana & Dillon
Happy Birthday in half term to...

Edie, Stephanie, Dylan, Filip, Neave, Andriya,
Charlotte, Christabel, Parker, Jayden & Filip

Golden Awards

Butterflies: Oliver, for fantastic ideas to stop the Evil Pea and writing a great letter.
Ladybirds: Michael, for writing sentences independently.

Dragonflies: Kivarly, for his great maths learning.

Grasshoppers:  Stefan, for trying so hard in his writing.

Hedgehogs: Yohanna-Nicole, for excellent effort within every area of her learning.
Squirrels: Oluoma, for trying really hard in her phonics.

Badgers: Hermione, for always wanting to carry out roles and responsibilities.

Foxes: Kaci McCann-Coombs, for his efforts with handwriting.

Hares: Poppy, for always having a lovely attitude fowards her learning.

Rabbits: Tilly, for an incredible improvement in her writing.

Kingfishers: Riley, for working hard in all subjects - well done.

Robins: Freya, for her excellent work about gods and goddesses .

Eagles: All of Year 6, for working so hard in SATs! We are so proud of you. Well donel!
Owls: All of Year 6, for working so hard in SATs! We are so proud of you. Well donel!

Menu week 1

Diary Dates

All clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15
Monday 2nd June Wednesday 4th June

Hares swimming

Tuesday 3rd June Thursday 5th June
Year 5 reading zone - 9:00 Year 5 reading zone - 14:45 - 15:00 Year 5 reading zone - 9:00

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6
Karate - Years 4,5 & 6

Year 3 & 4 Outdoor games Karate - Years 2 & 3

club

¥ 1 Phonics booster

Y1 Forest club

Football club

Y1 & 2 Multi-sports club

X

Friday 6th June

KS2 Celebration assembly
9:00

KS1 Celebration assembly
14:30

57
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Wishing everyone a lovely weekend.
Mrs A Kerrell

Please download our News & Events
App for dates for the year. Details
are available on the schools website
under News & Events at
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk
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