
 

Newsletter 

13th June 2025 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Peace. Please reflect on this 
at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection on the Gospel this coming weekend-Trinity Sunday.  
 
This Sunday we think of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as one strong guiding 
force in our lives. As one body - the 3 together, strengthen us and support us in 
our daily lives. Jesus speaks to his disciples, promising someone who will walk 
alongside them when they're ready to understand more. On the Feast of the Holy 
Trinity, we celebrate God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit: a relationship of love, 
unity and equality. It is a model for how we live with one another. 
 
The Trinity shows us that love is always about relationships and reaching out. 
Staying connected, and lifting each other up. Jesus reminds us, we're called to go 
beyond just the connections with family and friends and to reach out to those 
who are overlooked or excluded and to treat everyone with dignity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

First Holy Communion 

Several of our Year 3 children are making their First Holy Communion this       
Saturday. Please keep: Amara, Arnas, Elaeh, Hanley, Hugo, Lillian, Luca, Ellis,  
Amelia, Antoni, Ava, Georgie, Adam, Viktor, Filip, Damien, Declan, Kaci, Layla and 
Neave in your prayers on their special day. We ask God to bless them and hold 
them in the palm of his hands. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Relationship and Sex Education 

We will be delivering our Relationship and Sex Education teaching (Journey in Love) to our Year 5 and 6 pupils 
in the week beginning 30th June. We would like to invite parents and carers (only) to a meeting about the con-
tent of the RSE curriculum on Tuesday 24th June at 3.15pm. Children in Year 3 and 4 and Key Stage One, will 
also be taught the relationships aspect of this curriculum. For more information please follow this link to the 
RSE curriculum, which was written by Brentwood Diocese-please scroll to the bottom : 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Journey+In+Love+%28RSE+Curriculum%29&pid=71 

Sports Week 

The children will be taking part in Sports Week, next week. Please ensure that the children have clean PE kit 
for each of the days when they will be taking part in activities. Children should wear house colours on 
Wednesday and please see the note that Mrs Slater about the Colour Run on Thursday. 

Wednesday Sports Morning and Summer Picnic (Fete) 

A reminder that we will be having our traditional Sports Day races in the morning on Wednesday; Reception 
and Key Stage One will start at 9:15 and parents are welcome to go to the field after the children go in at the 
start of the day. Key Stage Two races will begin at 10:45. Parents can arrive for this from 10:30am.  Please be 
aware that the gates will be closed for safeguarding reasons, when the children are on the field. You will not 
be able to leave during the races. 

We will then continue the day with the Summer Picnic (Fete) in the afternoon from around 12 noon and we  
really hope that you can join us for the day or part of the day. You are welcome to bring a packed lunch which 
you can have on the field with your child but please remember that alcohol is not permitted and we ask that 
you go offsite to smoke. No dogs or animals are allowed on the school site. 

Mrs Slater has sent out a programme for the week ahead and we ask that you read it so that you know what is 
happening every day. 

PE Kit 

We have sent a reminder out about our Holy Cross PE Kit. The bottoms do not have to have the school logo 
but they must be black tracksuit bottoms or black sports shorts. Leggings and cycling shorts are not              
permitted as part of the school PE kit. If your child wears these to school, they will not be allowed to take 
part in the PE lesson. Pupils are not permitted to have anything in their ears (plastic sleepers) when they take 
part in PE/ Sport. 

Summer Uniform-Sun Safety 

All children should now be wearing the summer uniform-not a shirt and tie. It is going to get hotter over the 
next few weeks so please ensure that your child has a hat (they will not be allowed outside without one), a  
refillable water bottle and sun cream applied at the beginning of every day. The children spend a lot of time 
outdoors this half term and it is very important that they are safe in the sun. 

Appropriate Dress 

As a catholic school we have a standard of dress that is clear through our uniform policy. When we have a non
-uniform day or when children take part in offsite activities where they wear their own clothes, clothes must 
remain appropriate. I am especially concerned about the shortness of pupils’ shorts and skirts and some items 
are also very tight fitting. If I feel that your child is not appropriately dressed for the school day, either on 
site or offsite you will be called to bring them a change of clothes. 

 

Panathlon Sports Festival 

A group of our children travelled to Mark 
Hall Sports Centre for the Panathlon 
Sports Festival. Our team performed  
brilliantly and gave each other so much 
support. They came second overall.  

Well done Eddie, Luke, Lyla, Hayley,      
Declan, Freya and Margaret. 

 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Journey+In+Love+%28RSE+Curriculum%29&pid=71


Year 5 Outdoor Pursuits trip 

It is always a joy and a privilege for me to get to spend time with the children especially as I don’t have a 
class of my own. It was brilliant to see our Year 5s all get stuck in to the challenges of the kayaking and climb-
ing last Friday. They quickly realised that it was not as easy as it looked and that they had to work together as 
a team. As I stood on the riverbank and watched their excited faces and heard their shrieks of delight it re-
ally lifted me up! Is there a better sound than a happy child having fun? 

The children on the climbing walls were so proud of themselves when they reached the top! Some of them even 
did it blindfolded-magnificent! It was good to see the children who were feeling more nervous being encour-
aged by their classmates and overcoming their fears to have a go. I was so impressed with their resilience and 
everyone’s team approach. 

We all walked to the Footgolf (can highly recommend this for the summer!) in the Town Park and spent a great 
hour playing on the outdoor gym equipment and talking part in the game in teams. The sun shone on us and it 
was a wonderful day enjoyed by everyone #luckyheadteacher! 



   Gospel Value Awards  

  Forgiveness 

 reconciliation, sorry, empathy, respect 

“Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you 
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord           
forgave you.” Colossians 3:13 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

 Butterflies:  Samuel  Ladybirds:  Hartley        
 Dragonflies: Bekah   Grasshoppers: Aiden                                                              
 Hedgehogs:         Squirrels:  Zoe                                             
 Badgers:  Hermione  Foxes:  Antoni                         
 Hares:   Jayden  Rabbits:  Sebastian                        
 Kingfishers:  Jack   Robins:  Diale                                                
 Eagles:  Indie   Owls:   Marshall       
                  
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,  
Grasshoppers and Squirrels achieving 99% attendance. Well done! 
The winners of the KS2 Attendance Award, are Hares attaining 97% 
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the  Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies  97% 

Ladybirds  95% 

Dragonflies 88% 

Grasshoppers 99% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 94% 

Foxes 95% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 94% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 95% 



Bikeability Summer Courses 

During the summer holidays there are various levels of Bikeabilty courses available as well as their beginner 
Learn to Ride courses. 

The courses are being held in the following locations: 

Braintree 

Colchester – Learn to Ride, Level 1, Level 1 & 2 and Level 3 

Harlow - Holy Cross – Learn to Ride, Level 1, Level 1 & 2 and Level 3  

Witham 

 Please see below the link for parents/ guardians to book Easter half-term holiday courses. 

https://essex.cycleready.co.uk/publicbooking 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

  Hedgehogs:  Grace   Squirrels:  Phoebe     
  Badgers:  Stephanie  Foxes:  Amia-Rae                                                                                                                    
  Hares:  All of Hares Rabbits:  All of Rabbits     
  Kingfishers:  Kenna-Kah  Robins:  Priscilla     
  Eagles:  Cristiana            

https://essex.cycleready.co.uk/publicbooking








 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 15 June, Feast of the Most Holy Trinity, John 16:12-15  

"When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you to the truth."  

Jesus speaks to his disciples, promising someone who will walk alongside them when they're ready to under-

stand more. On the Feast of the Holy Trinity, we celebrate God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit: a relation-

ship of love, unity and equality. This is not just a matter of theology - it's also a model for how we live with 

one another. 

The Trinity shows us that love is always about relationship. It's not 'all about us', but about reaching out, 

staying connected, and lifting each other up. As Jesus reminds us, we're called to go beyond the obvious 

connections of family and friends. This can mean standing up for those who are overlooked or excluded, 

speaking truth even when it's uncomfortable, and insisting everyone is treated with dignity. 

The Spirit comforts us - but also challenges us. It nudges us towards justice, opens our eyes to those who 

are hurting, and calls us to care enough to act. The Holy Trinity isn't a mystery to solve - it's a pattern to 

follow: a life of love, truth and unity. 

So today, maybe we ask ourselves: how might we live more like that divine relationship? How can we love 

like God - treasuring others and rejoicing in community?  

  

Loving God, 

you are a community of love - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

May your Spirit guide us towards justice, 

help us love beyond comfort, 

and remind us that every person is worthy of dignity. 

Let our lives reflect the beauty of your relationship - 

always reaching out, always building peace. 

Amen. 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV 

Bringing Christ to others means offering love, bearing witness to charity that 
is ready for anything. Only love is worthy of faith. 











Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Kai, for fantastic aiming in our P.E. lesson. 

Ladybirds:  Dani, for trying hard with her reading. 

Dragonflies: Adele, for working hard in her phonics.  

Grasshoppers: Sreedivya, for amazing progress and a wonderful attitude. 

Hedgehogs:  Cali, for demonstrating excellent understanding in English using and applying suffixes. 

Squirrels:  Dilara, for fantastic work in her reading. 

Badgers:  Jude, for making an effort to complete his work. 

Foxes:  Layla, for being an excellent role model for her peers.  

Hares:  Abigail, for having a lovely attitude towards her learning. 

Rabbits:  Athea, for being a kind and caring member of the class. 

Kingfishers:  Parker, for his hard work in maths this week— well done Parker. 

Robins:  Zofia, for her super attitude in all subjects.  

Eagles:  Catherine, being a kind and helpful member of Eagles.  

Owls:   David, for working on his writing. 

  

    

 

Menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 17th June 

Year 3 reading zone - 9:00 

 

 

Monday 16th June  

Rabbits swimming 

Year 3 & 4 Outdoor games 
club 

Y 1 Phonics booster 

Y1 Forest club 

 

Wednesday 18th June 

KS1 Sports morning 9:15 -10:30 

KS2 Sports morning 10:45 - 12:00 

Family picnic 12:00 

Summer Fete 12:00 - 15:00 

Strike football club 15:15 - 16:30 

Friday 20th June 

Year 2 trip 

KS2 Celebration assembly 
9:00 

KS1 Celebration assembly 
14:30 

Happy Birthday this week to…  

Caiden, Ava, Bekah,  

Leo, Amelia, James,  

Milo & Kojo 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Clubs and boosters are run from 15:15 - 16:15  

Sports Week - P.E. kit all week 

Thursday 19th June 

Corpus Christi Mass - 09:00 

Colour Run  

CAFOD - Years 4 to 6 

Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Year 2 Forest club 

Strike football club 15:15 - 
16:30  


