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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Compassion. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection.  
 
We are reflecting on the words of the Gospel from this coming Sunday, 16th 
Sunday in ordinary time,’  
 
Jesus is visiting Mary and Martha at home and Martha is fussing to prepare and 
have the house as best as she can for their special guest. Mary on the other hand 
is taking a more relaxed approach. Martha becomes upset with her for not        
helping at which point Jesus says, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, 
which will not be taken away from her." He gently tells Martha that in her           
determination to have a perfect house that she is missing the point of his visit 
and a wonderful opportunity to spend time with Jesus and enjoy being with him.  
 
Every time I read this gospel it reminds me of how I am when we have someone visit our house, I am always 
cleaning and cooking and sometimes miss spending time with our guests because I am so worried that they will 
think badly of me for not having a sparkling clean home. Perhaps we can all take some advice from this Gospel 
to be a little bit more Mary and less Martha.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Leavers Mass 

We are saying a very sad farewell to our Year 6 on Monday at our Leavers Mass. Our Year 6 parents and 

family members (2 per child) are very welcome to attend this special mass in the church. It is going to be      
emotional so please bring tissues. 



Tuesday 22nd July last day of the school year. 

School will finish for everyone on Tuesday 22nd July at 1:30pm. We will be allowing our Year 6 parents early 
access to the school playground at 1:15-if you are a Year 6 parent please queue at the small gate next to the 
pergola. Everyone else please form a queue as normal at the main gate, across the staff carpark and down the 
path. We will all join together to bid our Year 6 children a last good bye and wish everyone a wonderful          
summer holiday. I will be sending out an end of term letter on Monday-please look out for it in your in box. 

Altar Servers 

The parish has a dwindling number of Altar Servers and we are hoping to increase the numbers. If your child 
is in Year 3 or above and has made their First Holy Communion, they can be an Altar Server. This is such a 
special role in the Mass and if you are interested please speak to the school office. 

School Uniform 

It is important the we end the year with children in their correct summer uniform please. We have a special 
whole school Mass on Monday and as our uniform is the identity of our Catholic School, I would like the    
children to be smartly dressed for church please. Please remember the rules on jewellery and in particular 
earrings and hair accessories must be Holy Cross Colours. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Miss Gordan and Miss Sain on completing their training year. They are now officially         
fully-fledged teachers and we wish them lots of luck as they begin their teaching careers. 

Proms in the Playground 

Huge thanks to all the parents and families who supported the children at Proms in the Playground. It was a 
wonderful event and huge thanks to Mrs Slater and Mrs Mills for organising it and to all the staff that 
helped at the event. 

The new school year 

A reminder that the new school year will start for our Year 1to Year 6 pupils on Wednesday 3rd September. 
We will be having a special Welcome Picnic from 2:00-5:00pm on Saturday 6th September to welcome our 
new families and everyone to the new school year. Please see the attached flyer for more information. 

New Head Boys and Head Girls 

Our current head boys and girls have passed the baton to our new head boys and girls. Harry, Aimee, Kojo 
and Feodora, this week. Congratulations and thank you to our old head boys and girls, Julia, Stanislaw, Hector 
and Sian.  



                  

                          
 International Week 





Year 4 Egyptian Day 

Last Friday, Year 4 had our Egyptian Day. In the morning we completed lots of exciting activities including; 
making Tutankhamun’s Death Mask, designing and using our sewing skills to make an Egyptian Collar and making 
a Cartouche with our names on using Egyptian Hieroglyphics (Miss Reeves is currently turning these into         
keyrings for us!) In the afternoon we rounded off the day with a fantastic Egyptian Banquet where, most of 
us, tried a few new Egyptian foods. The children (and adults) all had a fantastic day and they all looked     
amazing as Ancient Egyptians!   





Congratulations to this year’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,  
Squirrels achieving 97% attendance. Well done! The winners of this 
year’s KS2 Attendance Award are Badgers attaining 97% attend-
ance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.50am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require sup-
porting medical evidence, for the       
additional absence to be                
authorised. Medical evidence can 
take the form of prescriptions, 
antibiotics and medical              
appointments.    

Parents of children below attend-
ance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the  Educational  
Welfare Officer. 

 

Your child’s attendance is available 
for you to view on Arbor. Compare 
it to the image right, to see how 
many hours of lost learning it 
equates to.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies  96% 

Ladybirds  96% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 97% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 95% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 95% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 95% 



 

 

 

 

 Based on the gospel for Sunday 20 July, Sixeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time:  Luke 10: 38-42     

The Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many 

things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be 

taken away from her."  

The current debt crisis affecting the world’s poorest countries is causing suffering to billions. In view of 

this, activists for justice and peace can struggle with making time for ‘just’ listening to God, and feelings of 

guilt or helplessness can intrude.   

 

In The Lightmaker’s Manifesto, Karen Walrond says, "Getting clear on your gifts is the first step to       

creating a light-filled activism practice." And what better way to do this than by listening to Jesus? 

 

If we are not to be scattered and disillusioned by the many claims on our attention in the twenty-first   

century world, we need to be wholehearted, and this was the approach of Mary in this week’s gospel.   

Lord, help us to listen to you and to let your 

light permeate our lives, so that we can act as 

you want us to, in sympathy with our innate 

gifts.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV 

In order to live eternally, we do not need to cheat death, but to serve life, by 
caring for others in this, our time together. 











 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 22nd July 

Last day of term 

School finishes at 1:30 

Monday 21st July 

Leavers Mass 9:15 

Year 6 party  

Wednesday 24th  July 

Summer Holidays 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…  

 Declan, Luisa, Jonny, Aurora, Ethan, Gabriella, 

Ethan, Albert, Margaret & Ilinca 

Happy Birthday in the next week to…  

Amanda, Olivia, Sofia, Samuel, Million, Amara, Francesca,        

Jedidiah, Alexander, Oliver, Orlagh, Sean, 

 

Happy Birthday in the summer holidays to…  

 Zara, Chase, Sid, Eryk, Ella, Cali, Lilah, Blake, Dilara, Samuel,  

Paul, Chiara, Tawana, Autumn, Ivy, Munenyasha, Amelia, Layla,  

P.J., Alan, Barry, Emily, Teodora, Giuseppe, Sean, Gracie, 

 Freddie, Lottie, Archie, Eliza, Sophie, Temidayo, Hillary, Poppy, 
Albi, Ilinca, Nathaniel, Nellie, Stephanie, Grace & Axel 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

International Week 
Wednesday 3rd September  

 


