
 

Newsletter 

12th September 2025 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Gentleness. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection.  
We have been reflecting on the importance of being together as a school family 
as we complete our first full week of the new school year.  
 
It was wonderful to be together for our first Mass of the school year this      
afternoon, celebrating the Feast of Holy Cross. They sang beautifully and the 
Year 6 children who were readers, read with clarity and confidence. Well done to 
everyone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 
Clubs 
 
Clubs will be starting on Monday 29th September and details will be sent out today. Mrs Slater will then send 
notifications out if your child has applied to do a club and has a place; please donõt assume they have the place 
until it is confirmed. Remember that if your child is signing up for a club for the whole term that they must 
come to each session. 
 
Morning Drop Off and Afternoon Pick Up 
 
We ask that parents (especially Reception parents) line up in the morning behind the cones. This ensures that 
the children have a clear pathway through to the school at the start of the day. At the end of the day we ask 
that Reception parents wait behind the line on the playground, for your child to be sent to you, by the class 
teacher.  
 
Parking 
 
Disappointingly we have already had already had phone calls from our neighbours about parking. Please see the 
additional letter Mrs Kerrell is sending today with regard to the parking situation.    
 
 
 
 
 



Healthy Snack 
 
As parents and Carers know, we have a healthy snack policy at Holy Cross.  Children may bring fruit and or 
vegetables to school for their snack and we would encourage parents to get reluctant fruit or vegetable    
eaters to enjoy these foods at home. This is in line with the Essex Healthy Schools guidance. If your child 
does not have the correct snack they may be hungry in the middle of the morning. 
 

Uniform 

It has been good to see the children looking very smart in their school uniforms this week. Please remember 
that if your child is wearing the winter uniform and has a shirt or blouse that they must wear a tie.  
Hair accessories must be Holy Cross colours only, not pink, blue, purple or orange etc. 

Earrings and jewellery are not permitted and if your child is wearing clear, flat plastic spacers, they must be 
removed for PE. 

It is very important that your child now comes to school with a waterproof coat, as we have had a few end of 
day collections when it has been raining.  

 

Important roles in school 

Well done to the children who have put themselves forward for all of the different roles in school including: 
House Captains, Sports Captains, Mini Vinnies, Play Leaders, Peer Mediators, School Councillors, Eco            
Councillors, Chaplains and Cafod Club. 

It is brilliant to see so many children involved and active in so many aspects of our Catholic school life and I 
am very proud of all of these children. The children will be presented with their badges next week and we 
hope they will wear them with pride. 

 

Year 6 Prefects 

All of our Year 6 pupils are being considered this half term for the role of PREFECT at Holy Cross. It is    
important that our Year 6 pupils are the shining examples to the younger pupils and love out our Gospel Values 
in all aspects of school life. We hope to be able to award them all with their special badge in a special        
assembly before Half Term on Friday 17th October (save the date). Year 6 parents are warmly invited to  
attend. 

 

Celebration Assembly 

We will have our first Celebration Assemblies of the year next Friday. Please look out for an Arbor In App 
message to let you know if your child is receiving an award. 

 

Secondary School Applications for September 2026 

The new secondary school admissions opened today, for parents of current Year 6 children to  apply for a 
secondary school (Year 7) place for September 2026. 
 
The closing date for applications is 31 October 2025. Any applications made after this date will be treated as 
late applications and will only be allocated once all other applications have been processed.  
 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  

Parents applying for St Markõs must also complete and return the gold Supplementary Information Form. This 
is  in the pack sent home earlier this week, following Year 6õs visit to St Markõs.  

 

 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


Year 6 visit to St Marks 

On Monday, 8th September, Year 6 embarked on an exciting taster morning at St Markõs. During this          
immersive experience, we participated in a series of lessons designed to provide a glimpse into the vibrant life 
of secondary school. 

To commence our day, we embarked on a guided tour of the school grounds, which was both enlightening and 
engaging. We then had an opportunity to take part in a variety of lessons. Eagles class delved into a History 
lesson, where they explored the intricate concept of timelines, before moving to a PE lesson where they       
practised their skills in playing table tennis. 

Meanwhile, the Owls class enjoyed an English lesson focused on the whimsical world of nonsense poems,          
followed by a Music lesson, where they learned to play African drums. 

We concluded our morning with a delightful lunch in the bustling canteen. The children thoroughly enjoyed 
their day, relishing the opportunity to reconnect with many of our former pupils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Bank 

The school food bank is looking very sparse following the Summer holiday. We would appreciate any donations 
you are able to make.  

Please leave anything you are able to donate in the box in reception. 















Congratulations to this weekõs winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,  
Dragonflies achieving a fantastic 100% attendance. Well done! The    
winners of this weekõs KS2 Attendance Award are Foxes, also attaining 
100% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your childõs learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your childõs absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your childõs absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   
supporting medical evidence, for 
the  additional absence to be                
authorised. Medical evidence can 
take the form of prescriptions, 
antibiotics and medical              
appointments.    

Parents of children below          
attendance targets will be invited 
in for a meeting with the             
Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

Your childõs attendance is available 
for you to view on Arbor. Compare 
it to the image right, to see how 
many hours of lost learning it 
equates to over the academic year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies 95% 

Ladybirds 98% 

Dragonflies 100% 

Grasshoppers 94% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 98% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 100% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 98% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 98% 



 

 

 

 

 Based on the gospel for Sunday 14 September, The Exaltation of the Holy Cross: John 3:13-17  

òAnd as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be    

lifted up.ó    

This Sunday, on the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, we ponder an unsettling mystery: the cross 

of Christ.  

The Gospel refers back to the Old Testament reading. The ancient Israelites in the wilderness are         

afflicted by poisonous snakes. Those who are bitten must gaze upon a bronze snake for healing. At his    

crucifixion, Jesus is lifted up for all to see, like the bronze snake. How can gazing upon a scene of such 

horror be healing?  

 

On the one hand, the cross can console, revealing that Jesus remains with us, whatever ôpoisonous snakesõ 

surround us. On the other hand, the cross exposes a violence at the heart of our political systems and   

cultures that we cannot unsee. Jesus is the scapegoat, an innocent victim sacrificed to ôkeep the peaceõ 

with the occupying power.  

 

Being branded with the sign of the cross, we are emboldened to confront violence, not with violence, but, in 

Pope Leo XIVõs words, with the òunarmed and disarming peaceó of the risen Christ.   

Prayer 

Prince of Peace,  

by your Holy Cross you disarmed 

the powers of this world.  

In the midst of violence,  

may we find shelter in your open arms  

and share your peace with others.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV 

Care for creation is a true vocation for every human being. Our commitment 
must be carried out within creation itself, never forgetting that we are  
creatures among creatures, not the Creator. #SeasonOfCreation 






