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26th September 2025 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Integrity. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection.  
 
 
In the Gospel this coming weekend, we hear the parable of the rich man and   
Lazarus. In this story, Jesus shows us the danger of indifference to the         
suffering of others; of failing to recognise the experience of our neighbours. 
When we hear of conflict, war and troubles of others in distant lands or even in 
our own communities we can sometimes feel disconnected, ‘nothing to do with me’. 
Pope Francis frequently warned against a culture of indifference, where      
awareness of suffering does not lead to compassion or action. He said: 
“indifference is the tragedy of being well-informed but not feeling the reality of 
others." 
 
As a Catholic school we can pray for others and their challenges, as well as taking positive practical actions, 
for example today we have had our Macmillan Coffee Morning to raise money for families  battling Cancer. 
Thank you if you have supported this today and helping us to raise £373.70, for this worthy cause.   
 
We pray for the grace to support our neighbours who are experiencing poverty and            
injustice. May the love of God inspire us all to come together to build a better world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 
Clubs 
Exciting news! Clubs will be starting this Monday 29th September and details have been shared with you. Mrs 
Slater sent out notifications and if your child has applied to do a club please don’t assume they have the place 
until it is confirmed. Remember that if your child is signing up for a club it is for the whole term and they must 
come to each session. 
 
New Parent Governor 
Congratulations to our new parent governor Francisca Apau., who will be joining our governor team from     
Monday.  We wish her well in her new role and thank her for taking on this important responsibility. 
 



Year 6 Boosters 

Some of our Year 6 pupils have been invited to attend a session (rather than a club) with some of the Senior 
teachers including Miss Dodd and I. It is very important that the children attend each session and these will 
begin on the 29th September. Mrs Slater will let children know which member of staff they will be working 
with and this session will either be on a Monday or Tuesday afternoon. 

 

Novena to St Francis 

This is the season of Creation, a period in the church that runs from the beginning of September to the 4th 
October-the Feast day of St Francis of Assisi. We are focusing on this in our RE learning, our Assemblies 
and in our prayer times. We want to raise awareness with the children of doing all we can to look after our 
planet-God’s creation. As a school we will be taking part in a 9 Day Novena (a special period of prayer) which 
the children will do in class from the 25th September-4th October. The link is below should you wish to find 
out more and we will also share the daily reflections on Tapestry and Seesaw:  

https://tinyurl.com/St-Francis-Novena 

Warm Congratulations 

Well done to Mrs Peters, Miss Clark and Mrs Noonan on achieving their National Professional Qualifications. 
This is an 18-month programme of study which they undertook in their own time-it was a great deal of hard 
work in addition to the dedication and efforts to their class. We wish them all our warmest congratulations. 

 

Uniform 

We are still seeing lots of children with the wrong colour hair accessories in their hair.  This is part of our 
Uniform Policy and hair accessories must be Holy Cross colours only so not pink, blue,  purple or orange etc. 

Earrings and jewellery are not permitted and if your child is wearing clear, flat plastic spacers that they 
must be removed for PE. 

 

Harvest Assembly-Save the Date 

We will have our traditional Harvest Assembly on Friday 24th October at 2:00pm. Parents are invited to   
attend and our Reception children will make a very short appearance (about 10 minutes-they won’t stay)  at 
the beginning, bring in our Harvest Gifts. 

 

School Trips 

Mrs Slater is in the process of booking the school trips for the year for Years Reception - Year 5. Please 
look out for an email which will give you the information and payment details. 

 

Labubu 

We are seeing an increasing number of these popular toys in school. Pupils will be allowed to 
have them attached to their school bags, but not their school uniform. We are mindful that 
they can be very expensive and therefore if they are lost the school will not be responsible 
for replacing them.  We would advise keeping them at home.  

 

      Pet Blessing 

Father Bernard has asked us to share that he will have a special mass on Sat-
urday 4th October at 10 am to bless pets. You are welcome to bring along your 
family pet for a blessing.   

https://tinyurl.com/St-Francis-Novena


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Badgers:  Grace   Foxes: Alexander      

   Hares:  Cristina  Rabbits: Emilia     

   Kingfishers:  Bali   Robins: Alexander                                                   

   Eagles:  Erin   Owls:  Axel 

First Holy Communion 

If you wish for your Year 3 or above child to take part in the First Holy Communion              
programme please complete the form on the following link: 

https://forms.office.com/r/C1fqivZUtH  

Children must be baptised, before they can take their Holy Communion.  

 

 

Girls Football Match 

It was a historic day for Holy Cross as our newly formed girls football team played their first competitive  
fixtures. The tournament was hosted by Passmores on their 7 a-side grass pitches. Miss Cargill (team coach) 
and Mr Clarke (assistant coach) selected a squad of 9 girls. 

In the first group stage we faced Tanys Dell and then Hare Street. Both games were tight and ended  

0-0 with the defences being on top. We then faced a very strong Henry Moore side who scored two goals in 
quick succession, a 2-0 defeat for us but again we played well. 

Then, the next group stage was drawn and we faced two Freshwater teams and Latton Green. 

This is where the girls really excelled. We won all three 
games (2-0, 1-0 and 2-0). Five goals scored and zero        
conceded! The change in formation to a 2-2-2 worked         
perfectly as we drove through the middle of pitch and once 
Vienna scored our first ever goal, we were unstoppable! The 
girls (and coaches) all joined in with our well rehearsed 6, 7 
celebration after each goal and it was a pleasure to see         
everyone playing so well with a smile on their faces. Vienna 
scored 3, while Diana and Keziah both scored 1. 

When the tournament ended, we had recorded 3 wins, 2 
draws and 1 loss. So many positives to build on as we look 
forward to seeing who we will face in the 9 a-side cup           
competition. 

Well done to our fantastic goalkeeper Gracie, super   defenders Aoife, Tilly, Kenna and Amelia OB, awesome 
midfielders Keziah, Blousey, Diana and terrific striker Vienna. 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/C1fqivZUtH




Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,  
Ladybirds achieving 99% attendance. The joint winners of this week’s 
KS2 Attendance Award are Hares and Kingfishers, attaining 98%        
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be  authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 98% 

Ladybirds 99% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 94% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 94% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 96% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Gentleness 

Softness, beauty, serenity, peacefulness 

‘’Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.’’ Matthew 11:29 

 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Paul    Grasshoppers: Eliana                                                             
  Hedgehogs:   Ilinca      Squirrels:  Sofia                                            
  Badgers:  Yohanna  Foxes:  Thankgod      
  Hares:  Zara   Rabbits:  Olivia       
  Kingfishers:  Mariella  Robins:  Jayden      
  Eagles:  Gracie  Owls:   Hillary 

                  



 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 28 September, Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 16:19-31  

 

"Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like 

manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish."  

Pope Francis frequently warned against a culture of indifference, where awareness of suffering does not 

lead to compassion or action. He said: “indifference is the tragedy of being well-informed but not feeling 

the reality of others." 

In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, Jesus shows us the danger of indifference to the suffering of 

others; of failing to recognise the experience of our neighbours, 

News coverage of our sisters and brothers affected by serious conflicts in the Holy Land, in Sudan and in 

Ukraine; the worsening effects of climate change; and poverty caused by injustice and economic             

uncertainty is distressing. It is often so disturbing that it is tempting to switch off, to look away, to focus 

on our own daily concerns. 

Following Pope Francis’ example, Pope Leo last month called us “not to give in to indifference” and to draw 

close to those affected by war “through prayer and concrete acts of charity." 

As we prepare to mark Family Fast Day in the week ahead, may we recognise the call in this Sunday’s     

Gospel to live our lives with empathy, generosity and a commitment to justice. May we allow ourselves to be 

moved by encounter with the stories of our neighbours, like that of Waré, who walks for hours to fetch 

water during a long-running drought in southern Ethiopia. And may we be witnesses of Christ’s love and 

compassion in our world today.  

We ask the Lord for the grace of not falling into indifference, the grace that all 

information we have about human suffering might penetrate our hearts and move 

us to do something for others. (Prayer intention from Pope Francis)  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV 

No place is too distant, no heart too closed, no tomb is too tightly sealed to 
keep out God’s love. 











 

Golden Awards 

Dragonflies: Archie, for working hard in his phonics.  

Grasshoppers: P.J, for his excellent effort in his learning this week. 

Hedgehogs:  Zakary, for excellent work on the ‘Wild Things’. 

Squirrels:  Chloe, for the fantastic use of adjectives in her writing. 

Badgers:  Reg, for persevering at swimming and showing real courage. 

Foxes:  Alexander, for settling in well to Year 3 and trying hard with his writing.  

Hares:  Jemimah, for having a great attitude in all subjects. 

Rabbits:  Declan, for trying very hard with all subjects and showing resilience. 

Kingfishers:  Summer, for her fantastic suspense writing. 

Robins:  Abigail, for her fantastic sentence writing.  

Eagles:  Vienna-Baye, for fantastic R.E. work this week. Well done.  

Owls:   Blake, for giving great answers in reading comprehension.                                                                       

 

    

 

Menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 30th September 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 Boosters 

Young Carers club 

 

Monday 29th September 

Badgers swimming 

* Drama club 

Art club 

Scrapbook club 

Lego club 

Coding club 

Mindfulness and Yoga club 

Board Games club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 6 Boosters 

Wednesday 1st October 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

  

Sophie & Kezia 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 2nd October 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Cafod club 

Wednesday 3rd October  

Celebration assembly 2 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

* External club, fees apply 


