
 

Newsletter 

3rd October 2025 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Compassion. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection.  
 
In the Gospel this coming weekend, we hear about the importance of doing our 
duty simply because that is what God asks us to do every day. The message in the 
Gospel is that we should give our all to everything that we do not because we are 
expecting a reward but because we are fulfilled in doing our best and giving of 
ourselves. This can be hard, as it feels good when others recognise us for our      
efforts and encourages us to do our best. We teach the children that life is a 
balance between ‘getting on’’ with the mundane, routine and basic things but when 
we go above and beyond this, this is when we have reward.  
 
This week we have been saying prayers to St Francis to ask him for the strength 
and support to look after our Common Home. Thinking of the Gospel, when we 
work together to do the simple things to look after our planet, they make a big difference. We do this not  
because it gives us a huge obvious reward, but because we know that when we make small changes, they make a 
big difference.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 
Clubs 
 
Clubs got off to a great start this week. Please make sure that if your child has a place that they attend every 
week unless there is a good reason as to why they cannot go. If your child is absent they may forfeit their 
place. 
 
Year 6 Boosters 
 
Year 6 Boosters started last week and some of the children walk home after the session. Children will not be 
allowed to walk home after half term because it will be getting dark much earlier. Please plan to collect your 
child after half term. Also, please ensure that your child knows if they are attending a Booster session as we 
had some children, who walk home, leave straight after school this week and not go to their Booster group.  
 
 



Year 6 Prefect Badges 

We will give out our Year 6 Prefect Badges in assembly on Friday 17th September. There will not be an 
awards assembly that day. Year 6 parents are welcome to attend this assembly at 2:15pm. 

Library Books 

We are starting our Library Visits again this year to the local library at Tye Green. Unfortunately, lots of 
the children are unable to take out books as they have books that are overdue. We are therefore offering a    
library book amnesty. Please look for library books at home and bring them into the school office by next  
Friday and we will arrange for them to be returned. Please do not bring in any other books. Children will now 
only be allowed to take out one book at a time when they visit the library to stop this situation arising again. 

Harvest Assembly-Save the Date 

We will have our traditional Harvest Assembly on Friday 24th October at 2:00pm. Parents are invited to at-
tend and our Reception children will make a very short appearance (about 10 minutes-they won’t stay)  at the 
beginning, bring in our Harvest Gifts. 

School Trips 

Mrs Slater is in the process of booking the school trips for the year for Years Reception-Year 5. Please look 
out for an email which will give you the information and payment details. 

Novena to St Francis 

This is the season of Creation, a period in the church that runs from the beginning of September to the 4th 
October-the Feast day of St Francis of Assisi. We are focusing on this in our RE learning, our Assemblies 
and in our prayer times. We want to raise awareness with the children of doing all we can to look after our 
planet-God’s creation. As a school we will be taking part in a 9 Day Novena (a special period of prayer) which 
the children will do in class from the 25th September-4th October. The link is below should you wish to find 
out more and we will also share the daily reflections on Tapestry and Seesaw:  

https://tinyurl.com/St-Francis-Novena 

Secondary School Applications for September 2026 - Reminder 

The new secondary school admissions are open, for parents of current Year 6 children to  apply for a            
secondary school (Year 7) place for September 2026. 
 
The closing date for applications is 31 October 2025. Any applications made after this date will be           
treated as late applications and will only be allocated once all other applications have been processed.  
 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  

Parents applying for St Mark’s must also complete and return the gold Supplementary Information Form. This 
is  in the pack sent home earlier this week, following Year 6’s visit to St Mark’s.  

       

Pet Blessing 

Father Bernard has asked us to share that he will have 
a special mass on Saturday 4th October at 10 am to 
bless pets. You are welcome to bring along your family 
pet for a blessing.   

 

 

 

First Holy Communion 

If you wish for your Year 3 or above child to take part in the First Holy Communion           
programme please complete the form on the following link: 

https://forms.office.com/r/C1fqivZUtH  

Children must be baptised, before they can take their Holy Communion.  

https://tinyurl.com/St-Francis-Novena
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
https://forms.office.com/r/C1fqivZUtH


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Temi   Squirrels: Zuriel     

   Badgers:  Grace   Foxes: Alexandra  

   Hares:  Filip   Rabbits: Flynn     

   Kingfishers:  Maya   Robins: Hayley                                                   

   Eagles:  Jalynn  Owls:  Filip 

 









Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,  
Dragonflies achieving 99.5% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2 
Attendance Award are Robins, attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not 
be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be  authorised. Medical evidence can take the form 
of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 96% 

Ladybirds 99% 

Dragonflies 99.5% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 92% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 98% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 99% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 97% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Justice 

fairness, equality, share for all 

‘’The Lord is gracious and merciful: patient and plenteous in mercy. The 
Lord is sweet to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works. The 
Lord is just in all his ways: and holy in all his works.’’ Psalm 145: 8-9, 17 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Mario    Grasshoppers: Luna                                                             
  Hedgehogs:   Kaleb      Squirrels:  Jayden                                            
  Badgers:  Chloe   Foxes:  Nellie       
  Hares:  Hanley  Rabbits:  Melisa      
  Kingfishers:  Elizabeth  Robins:  Kodie       
  Eagles:  Riley   Owls:   Caiden 

                  

                        



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 5 October, Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 17:5-10  

"Increase our faith."  

There may be times when our hopes for a world of justice and fairness for all seem even further away. 

There are conflicts which have no end. The cry of the earth is not heard. Many of our sisters and brothers 

still lack water, food and other essentials of life. Migrants and refugees seeking a better life are not wel-

comed. Loud voices preach hate not love. 

This might cause us to feel doubt and despair, questioning if things will ever change. As we strive for what 

is good, do we ever feel like giving up? 

Taken from his homily on this Gospel, St Oscar Romero's words can give us strength:  

"Where injustice, violence, and brute force seem to hold sway, the just person can feel helpless. Neverthe-

less, we have the vigorous force of God, which is faith. If we who are tiny before the forces of the world 

have faith in God, then we are more powerful than all the armies of the world." 

Waré in Ethiopia faced many difficulties getting water for her family during times of drought. But she did 

not give up. She carried on walking despite being pregnant, feeling weak and worrying her children would 

lose their mother. 

Thanks to CAFOD supporters, Waré now has a much shorter walk to an underground storage tank providing 

water for her community.  

May our faith sustain our hope of a better world, as we respond to the call to bring about God's Kingdom on 

earth.  

Lord Jesus, 

in a world which can seem ever farther from being your Kingdom on earth, 

let us not feel disheartened or helpless, 

but strengthened by our faith, 

to respond to your call through word and deed.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV 

We are one family, with the same Father, who makes the sun to rise and send rain on   
everyone (Mt5:45). We live on the same planet, and must care for it together. I renew my 
heartfelt appeal for unity around integral ecology and for peace!  











 

Golden Awards 

Dragonflies: Jude, for trying so hard in all of his learning.  

Grasshoppers: Camron, for showing excellent behaviour and effort in all learning. 

Hedgehogs:  Marco, for really trying to be a great friend and learner. 

Squirrels:  Lilah, for an amazing piece of homework on the Great Fire of London. 

Badgers:  Braven, for working hard to learn his weekly spellings. 

Foxes:  Leroy, for being a kind and helpful friend.  

Hares:  Arribella, for a fantastic attitude when writing a buddy story. 

Rabbits:  Aidan, for being a fantastic role model in out class. 

Kingfishers:  Aoife, for her fantastic work in R.E. and for being a shining example in our class. 

Robins:  Enoch, for his terrific attitude towards homework.  

Eagles:  Oliver, for always working hard and trying his best in all that we do.  

Owls:   Priscilla, for a great debate in R.E.                                                                                                                                                        

 

    

 

Menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 7th October 

Year 6 reading zone  9 am 

Robins library visit 

Kingfishers library visit 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 Boosters 

Young Carers club 

 

Monday 6th October 

Badgers swimming 

* Drama club 

Art club 

Scrapbook club 

Lego club 

Coding club 

Mindfulness and Yoga club 

Board Games club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 6 Boosters 

Wednesday 8th October 

Year 6 reading zone 2:45 pm 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

Amelia, Anayah, Aimee,                  
Joshua, Alexandra, Obalowuwa, 

Lexi, Elissa & Eliana 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Andrew’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 9th October 

Year 6 reading zone  9 am 

Squirrels library visit 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Cafod club 

Friday 10th October  

 

 

 

World Metal Health Day - 

Non-uniform, wear yellow 

Celebration assembly 2 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

* External club, fees apply 


