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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Forgiveness. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection.  
 
In the Gospel this coming weekend, Jesus makes a comparison between the proud 
Pharisee and the humble tax collector. We are reminded of the importance of 
Humility which has been our Gospel Value this week and how Catholic social  
teaching invites us to live with humbly, seeing others not as lesser or greater 
than ourselves, but as brothers and sisters of the same family. At Holy Cross we 
show love and kindness to each other as God’s family. These words of the Gospel 
remind us that humility is lived in small acts of love and compassion rather than 
grand gestures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful half term. 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

Religious Education Directory 

Parents will be aware that we have now rolled out the new Catholic RE curriculum, The Religious Education       
Directory across the school. This is new this year and has very much enhanced how we are teaching RE to your 
child. We are looking forward to sharing the RE books and Prayer Journals with you at Parent Consultations, 
after half term. I would like to know your thoughts on this and please feel free to chat to me at the            
consultations, if you have and feedback or thoughts. We will be updating the website after half term, sharing 
examples of children’s work and what they say about the new RED. If you would like to find out more please 
follow this link to the curriculum: https://shorturl.at/74ApV 

https://shorturl.at/74ApV


Prayer at Holy Cross 

At Holy Cross Prayer is fundamental to our Catholic Life. Please visit this section on our school website for 
ideas and guidance: https://www.holycrosspri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Prayer+and+Worship&pid=228 

This month of October we have been focusing on prayers to Mary as this is one of her special months.  As we 
finish this month you may wish to visit the Cafod website for some prayer ideas: https://cafod.org.uk/pray/
pray-the-rosary/marian-prayers 

 

School Uniform 

A reminder that all pupils must be in the winter uniform after half term please-therefore no shorts of             
summer dresses. Children must wear a tie with their shirt or blouse. Please also remember that hair             
accessories and coloured braids must be Holy Cross colours: green, gold, white or black. Please do not have 
your child’s ears pierced as pupils are not allowed to wear earrings at Holy Cross. For PE children must have a 
tracksuit: Holy Cross t shirt, jacket and black bottoms (not jogging bottoms) as they will be going outside. 

 

Winter weather 

The temperature has significantly dropped today and we have noticed a number of children don’t have coats. 
Your child will be outside during the day and therefore they will need a warm coat, hat, scarf and gloves if 
this is something you are struggling to provide for your child, please see Mrs Gallagher and we may be able to 
offer some support with this. 

 

Year 6 SATs 

A reminder that next year, week beginning the 11th May 2026, Year 6 pupils will sit their SATs tests. It is 
very important that your child is in school and we kindly ask that parents do not book days away from school 
or a holiday this week as the children need to be in school to sit the test. 

 

Parent Consultations 

We are looking forward to meeting with you after half term on either Tuesday 4th November or Thursday 
5th November. You will have been sent the opportunity to book an appointment with your child’s class teacher 
but if you have any problems making this appointment please speak with the school office. 

 

Year 6 Boosters and clubs 

Our Year 6 pupils will not be allowed to walk home after boosters or clubs which finish after 4pm. This is due 
to it getting dark much earlier. 

 

Secondary School Applications for September 2026 - Reminder 

The new secondary school admissions are open, for parents of current Year 6 children to  apply for a         
secondary school (Year 7) place for September 2026. 
 
The closing date for applications is 31st October 2025. Any applications made after this date will be treated 
as late applications and will only be allocated once all other applications have been processed.  
 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  

Parents applying for St Mark’s must also complete and return the gold Supplementary Information Form. This 
is  in the pack sent home, previously, following Year 6’s visit to St Mark’s.  

https://www.holycrosspri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Prayer+and+Worship&pid=228
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary/marian-prayers
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary/marian-prayers
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


 







Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Grasshoppers achieving 98% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2 
Attendance Award are Foxes, attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be  authorised. Medical evidence can take the form 
of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 97% 

Ladybirds 97% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 94% 

Badgers 93% 

Foxes 99% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 96% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 93% 

Owls 95% 

Football Match 

Last Thursday, our school football team played their second 'Champions League' match as we hosted Hare Street. We 
were looking to bounce back after a defeat to Jerounds. Hare Street were a good side and they opened the scoring 
with a tidy finish. Filip scored a vital equaliser before James slotted in from close range to put us into the lead. We 
then had Axel to thank when he made a fine save to preserve our lead.  

In the second half, we played brilliantly and scored five goals, with Hare Street scoring one more. The game ended 
with an emphatic 7-2 victory for Holy Cross, who were cheered on by our key stage 2 crowd! Captain Ciaran grabbed 
an impressive hat-trick including a penalty, with Sid and Barry scoring too. Kojo, Alex and Eryk were great in defence, 
Keaton, Blousey and Parker were tenacious in midfield. A real team effort and we look forward to our next match vs 
Water Lane in November. 



 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 26 October, Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 18:9-14  

"For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 

will be exalted."  

In this parable, Jesus contrasts the proud Pharisee with the humble tax collector, reminding us that  

righteousness is not measured by self-assurance or outward displays of virtue, but by honesty of our 

hearts before God. In a world that appears to reward conceit, success and self-promotion, the quiet           

humility of the tax collector stands as a radical act of faith that reminds us that we are all equal before 

the Lord. 

Catholic social teaching invites us to live with humility and solidarity, seeing others not as lesser or greater 

than ourselves, but as brothers and sisters of the same family.  

Like those who quietly dedicate their lives to serving others - teachers who nurture struggling students, 

carers who tend the elderly with dignity, or volunteers who support the homeless without recognition - we 

are moved to listen and not judge, to serve rather than seek recognition and to walk with those who suffer 

injustice or exclusion.  

These modern examples remind us that humility is lived in small acts of love and compassion rather than 

grand gestures. With guidance and faith, we may all begin living humbly.   

Dear Lord, 

Help us to walk humbly with you. Teach us to serve others without pride and 

to see your image in every person we meet. May this humility draw us closer 

to one  another, helping us to build a world rooted in justice, compassion and 

peace.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

On the paths of the hear, the Risen One walks with us and for us. Jesus bears         
witness to the defeat of death and affirms the victory of life, despite the darkness 
of Calvary. Our lived history still has much goodness in which to hope. 

 











 

New menu week 1    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 4th November 

Parent consultations 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 Boosters 

Young Carers club 

 

Monday 3rd November 

Foxes swimming 

* Drama club 

Art club 

Scrapbook club 

Lego club 

Coding club 

Mindfulness and Yoga club 

Board Games club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 6 Boosters 

Wednesday 5th November 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

Jaden, Dani, Krzysztof,  

J.J., Alexander & Nihiniolawa 

Happy Birthday in half term to…   

 Benjamin, Rosie, Naomi, 

  Luna &  Lyla 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Andrew’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 6th November 

Parent consultations 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Cafod club 

Friday 8th November 

Year 6 to Potter Street             
Memorial 

Celebration assembly 2:15 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

KS1 disco 3:30 - 4:45 

KS2 disco 5 - 6:30 

* External club, fees apply 


