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7th November 2025 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Hope. Please reflect on this 
at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection.  
 
We have been reflecting on the words of the Gospel this week, the Beatitudes 
and thinking of how they are a guide for life. In this time of Remembrance, we 
can also summarise the 10 Commandments into 2 easy things for us to remember. 
If we are doing these 2 things then we are keeping our Gospel Values and leading 
a good life. Jesus tells us to ‘Love God with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind 
and all our strength’ AND, ‘To love our neighbour as our self’. We strive and pray 
for Peace in world 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

November-Remember 

This week we have been focusing on learning about servicemen,                
servicewomen and animals who have lost their lives in war and conflict and 
the sacrifices they have made for or our freedom. The children have 
been learning about the significance of the different colours of poppies 
and wearing them to show our thanks and respect as the community of 
Holy Cross school.  

Our Year 6 pupils walked to the War Memorial at Potter Street and our 
Head Girls and Head Boys laid a poppy wreath on behalf of our school           
community. 

November is also the month of All Souls where we remember people close 
to us who have passed away. Ms Dodd has thought of the idea of placing 
an ‘In Loving Memory’ book in the entrance hall for people to write a         
special message of remembrance in. 

  

 



 

Parent Consultations 

Many thanks to parents and families who were able to come along to meet with your child’s Class Teacher at 
Parent Consultations this week. It is such a good opportunity to meet face to face and discuss who your child 
has settled in to their new class this year and what targets they have to work on. 

However, It was disappointing that we had 14 appointments where parents/ carers didn’t show up and didn’t 
cancel so someone else could have the appointment. I politely ask, out of courtesy and respect for others, 
that if you cannot make an appointment in school, that you cancel it so that someone else can have the time. 

 

Uniform 

Halloween, the school disco and half term last week mean that children have had lots of freedom to dress as 
they want and have different hair styles, which is wonderful! However,  I have noticed a few different colours 
of hair clips, bows and beads this week and this is not part of the Holy Cross Uniform Policy. Thank you to 
parents who make sure that the children’s hair accessories are the correct colours in line with our uniform 
policy.  Hair accessories (bows, clips and elastics etc) and beads must be Holy Cross green, black, gold white or 
cream. Hair braids must also be these colours. 

It is important to see the children looking smart and consistent as they represent our school. It is very            
important that parents support us by ensuring the children follow all aspects of our uniform policy. 

Please ensure that all items of School Uniform: PE Kit, Coat, Hats, Scarves, Gloves, School Bag, Lunch Box and 
Drink Bottle are clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

 

PE Kit 

Children may only wear the Holy Cross PE kit for school. As the colder  weather comes in I am noticing that 
not all children have the green PE Jacket and are wearing different coloured hoodies, jackets and             
sweatshirts. This is not permitted as they are not part of the PE kit. Your child must have the full PE Kit,   
including long black track pants (not joggers) please. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Mass 

We will be sharing in a Family Mass with the children from St Lukes primary school on Saturday 15th          
November. If you are attending with your child it would be wonderful if they could represent Holy Cross by 
wearing their School Uniform. 

 

School Disco 

Unfortunately, we have had some disappointed children over the last few days. The disco is a ticketed event 
so that we have the correct ratios of staff and volunteers to supervise the children and we know how many 
children we are catering for. We have advertised it for that last few weeks in the newsletter and sent             
reminders this week, including a notification of when the cut off point would be for tickets. We are sorry that 
children are upset because they can’t go therefore for future events, please make sure that you get your 
child’s ticket early. 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Blane   Squirrels: Lilah      

   Badgers:  Tharani  Foxes: Samuel  

   Hares:  Elaeh   Rabbits: Melisa     

   Kingfishers:  Maya   Robins: Jayden                                                   

   Eagles:  Andriya  Owls:  Axel 

Hillary, Year 6 Owls. 





Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Grasshoppers achieving a fantastic 100% attendance. The winners of 
this week’s KS2 Attendance Award are Badgers, attaining 99%         
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be  authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 97% 

Ladybirds 99% 

Dragonflies 98% 

Grasshoppers 100% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 96% 

Hares 98% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 96% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 93% 

Owls 95% 

 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Love 

   joy, commitment, dedication, sacrifice 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not           
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable                  
or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. Matthew 23: 
10-12 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Oliver   Grasshoppers: Resemiah                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Denis      Squirrels:  Cameron                                            
  Badgers:  Jacob   Foxes:  Harley      
  Hares:  Munenyasha  Rabbits:  Jonny       
  Kingfishers:  Tilly   Robins:  Eliora       
  Eagles:  Jalynn  Owls:   Feodora 



 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 9 November, Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, John 2:13-22  

"Do not make my Father's house a house of trade."  

I find the image of Jesus presented here quite shocking - not the gentle, caring Jesus we are used to. 

Here he makes a whip, drives those selling animals out of the Temple, pours out the money-changers' 

coins and overturns their tables. What a scene and imagine all the noise! Jesus was angry. The Temple, a 

place where his Father should be respected and honoured, had become "a house of trade". 

In Paul's first letter to the Corinthians we read, "God's temple is holy, and you are that temple." Yes, it 

is important to have special places to honour God, but God is not restricted to churches and places of 

worship. God is present in all of God's creation.  

And how do we react when we see God's creation becoming an object of trade? When people are           

trafficked, the cheap prices in our shops come at the expense of other people's lives and ecosystems are 

disrupted because of our demand for more of everything. Are we complacent? Complicit? Shouldn't we be 

angry and take some action?  

We can feel powerless in the face of so much injustice, but we do not need to act alone. Together we can 

form a community for change, respecting the holy present in all.  

Omnipresent God, 

praise and honour are due to you 

in all creation. 

Embolden us, 

so that we may have the courage 

to foster justice and integrity for all.  

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

During the month of November, we pray in particular for the eternal repose of the 
faithful departed. May the Risen Lord show them His mercy, and may the hope 
brought by our faith in the Resurrection keep our eyes and our hearts turned                   
towards the joy of Heaven. #GeneralAudience  











 

Golden Awards 

Dragonflies: Sean, for trying hard in his phonics.  

Grasshoppers: Liora, for always having a positive attitude to learning. 

Hedgehogs:  J.J. for an excellent attitude to learning. 

Squirrels:  Jax, for putting fantastic effort into his presentation. 

Badgers:  Arthur, for a superb construction of a castle. 

Foxes:  Olivier, for writing an excellent Haiku poem about autumn.  

Hares:  Raysa, for fantastic effort in maths when adding and subtracting. 

Rabbits:  Ama, for her amazing work in maths. 

Kingfishers:  Krzysztof, for his fantastic letter in R.E. - well done! 

Robins:  Rufus, for excellent effort in writing tasks.  

Eagles:  Anayah, for an excellent harvest Renga poem.  

Owls:   Axel, for an excellent propaganda poster.                                                                                                                                                        

 

    

 

New menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 11th November 

Year 3 reading zone -
09:00 

Year 1 Parents phonics 
meeting - 9:00 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 Boosters 

Young Carers club 

 

Monday 10th November 

Foxes swimming 

* Drama club 

Art club 

Scrapbook club 

Lego club 

Coding club 

Mindfulness and Yoga club 

Board Games club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 6 Boosters 

Wednesday 12th November 

Individual school photographs 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Year 3 reading zone - 2:45 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

 

Oliwier, Dredon-Reign, 

Layla &  Riley 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 13th November 

Year 3 reading zone - 09:00 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Cafod club 

Friday 14th November 

Year 3 trip to Celtic Harmony 

Celebration assembly 2:15 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

 

* External club, fees apply 


