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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Peace. Please reflect on this 
at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
We hear the words of the Gospel this coming Sunday and Jesus reminds us of the 
importance of having hope in struggle,õ We are reminded that faith isn't about 
having an easy pathõ. Jesus doesn't promise us a life without struggle, but he 
does promise that if we keep going and if we remain faithful, we will find new life 
with him. Many of us face struggles and worries, it might be an illness of            
ourselves or a family member, it might be a financial struggle, a bereavement or 
split in our family. We can feel lost and alone, but Jesus tells us that he is with 
us we just have to have faith and trust in Him. When we pray Godõs ear is next to 
our lips.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

Family Mass 

All of our families and pupils are welcome to join us for our Family Mass tomorrow evening in the church at 
5:30pm. I would appreciate the children coming along in their school uniform and they are welcome to come and 
sit with me and Mrs Mills at the front of the church. It will be lovely to celebrate Mass with St Lukes and our 
Parish Family. 

Uniform 

It was good to see all the children looking so smart this week for their photographs, your support with       
maintaining this high standard of uniform is appreciated. 

Cold Weather 

It has been unseasonably mild this week but the forecast is for the temperature to drop. Please make sure 
that your child has a warm coat to wear to school and a hat, and gloves. Please make sure that all items are la-
belled. 

 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Zakary  Squirrels:       

   Badgers:  Jacob   Foxes: Nihin  

   Hares:  Jemimah  Rabbits: Jan     

   Kingfishers:  Maya   Robins: Medeina                                                   

   Eagles:  Erin   Owls:  Filip 

Lost Property 

The amount of lost property is growing! Please check in the box in the entrance hall if your child has lost any 
items. We will be sorting through it this week and any unclaimed and unnamed items will be given to the second
-hand uniform shop or donated to the clothing bin. 

Christmas 

The season of Advent is just around the corner! Mrs Slater and Mrs Gallagher are busy with arrangements for 
the Christmas period and it is going to be wonderful in school! It is exciting that we will have a Christmas   
Extravaganza this year and we are already recruiting helpers for the event. Please let Mrs Gallagher or Mrs 
Slater know if you can help even for a short time. I am interviewing for 2 Elves (not on a shelf) to help Santa 
in his Grotto. We already have 2 very keen candidates-watch this space! 

Reception - September 2026 Applications  

Applications are now open for parents to apply for a Reception school place for the September 2026                     
academic year. 
 
The closing date for applications is 15 January 2026. 
 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions and by completing a Supplementary              
Information Form (available from the school office). 

All of the application information is available on the website above. 
  
Pilgrims of Hope Celebration 
 
Next Friday, there will not be any awards, as we will have a special assembly to mark the end of the Jubilee 
year. Parents are welcome to attend, if they wish.  
 
Grapes 

If you are sending grapes in, with a packed lunch or for 
snack,  they must be cut lengthways.  

Grapes are a significant choking hazard if they are         
uncut or cut widthways.  

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions




Football Tournament 

What a fantastic day of football! Last Friday morning our Year 3 and 4 children, and in the afternoon our Year 
2 team, took part in a tournament with around 20 other schools. Across eight matches, Holy Cross came away 
with six brilliant wins, one draw and just one loss ñ an amazing effort all round. 

The teamwork, communication and encouragement on display were outstanding. The children played with real 
determination and joy, celebrating every goal and supporting each other no matter the result. Our biggest win 
of the day was an incredible 6ð0 ñ but the real highlight was the way they represented Holy Cross with such 
pride and positivity. 

It has been a joy to watch our young footballers grow in confidence and skill. The future of Holy Cross     
football is definitely in safe hands! 









Congratulations to this weekõs winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Ladybirds achieving 98% attendance. The winners of this weekõs KS2  
Attendance Award are Kingfishers, attaining 98% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your childõs learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your childõs absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your childõs absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be  authorised. Medical evidence can take the form 
of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 97% 

Ladybirds 98% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 97% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 96% 

 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Hope 

   optimism, newness, resilience, perseverance 

ôõMay He enlighten the eyes of your mind, so that you can see 
what hope His call holds for youõõ Ephesians 1: 3-6 

 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Emily    Grasshoppers: Milin                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Holly      Squirrels:  Orlagh                                            
  Badgers:  Amelia  Foxes:  Dilara       
  Hares:  Grace   Rabbits:  Layla       
  Kingfishers:  Sarah   Robins:         
  Eagles:  Sofia   Owls:   Lucas 

                  



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 16 November, Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Luke 21:5-19  

"By your endurance you will gain your lives."  

In this passage, I am reminded that faith isn't about having an easy path. Jesus doesn't promise us a life 

without struggle, but he does promise that if we keep going and if we remain faithful, we will find new 

life with him. 

I often think of our brothers and sisters around the world who show great resilience and courage as they 

carry heavy burdens today - such as families affected by conflict or those rebuilding after devastating 

earthquakes. This challenges me to remember that faith is not just about my own journey, but about 

standing with others who are enduring such difficult circumstances. 

When life feels heavy, this passage reminds us to hold on with hope. Jesus shows us that even in difficult 

times, God is close and gives us the strength to carry on.  

Living out this hope means more than waiting for things to change - it means choosing to act with love. It 

means supporting one another, near and far, and seeking justice and dignity for all people. In doing so, we 

share in Christ's promise of new life and help to bring his hope into the world today. 

Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus, 

teach us to hold on 

with hope and courage 

walking with those 

who endure hardships 

around the world.  

Amen. 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

During the month of November, we pray in particular for the eternal repose of the 
faithful departed. May the Risen Lord show them His mercy, and may the hope 
brought by our faith in the Resurrection keep our eyes and our hearts turned                   
towards the joy of Heaven. #GeneralAudience  






