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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Simplicity. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
 
This Sunday we celebrate the feast of Christ the King. Here, we stand at the 
foot of the cross where Jesus, our King, reigns - not with a golden crown, but 
with a crown of thorns. Jesus shows us that true kingship is found in service, 
mercy and solidarity and we see that Jesus is there with those who are broken, 
poor and forgotten. He identifies with everyone who suffers injustice: those who 
are homeless, oppressed, migrants, those who struggle to make their voices 
heard. His kingdom is not about privilege but about lifting up those the world 
casts aside. We are called to walk in the footsteps of Christ our king and to          
follow his example.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Jubilee Celebration 

We were delighted to welcome pupils from St Albans and St Luke’s today, along with Mrs Black (Headteacher 
of St Albans) and Mr Kendal (CEO of the Fatima Trust) to our special Jubilee celebration. It was fantastic to 
join together as a Catholic School community to celebrate this special year. We have been called by Pope  
Francis to be in Solidarity with each other and with the world. To be Pilgrims of Hope to everyone around us 
and to bring Justice, Peace and Love to the lives of others, especially the most vulnerable and oppressed. 

PE Kit 

A very firm reminder please, especially to our older girls, that leggings and cycling shorts are not part of the 
Holy Cross school uniform. There were numerous Year 6 girls in leggings this week for the PE day. Also boys 
are not permitted to wear skins under their P.E. shorts. Children are expected to wear black, sports track 
pants for P.E. They will not be allowed to take part in the P.E. lesson if they are not wearing the correct PE kit. 
The list is available on the school website and we ask for your support in ensuring that your child attends 
school in the correct school uniform and PE Kit.  



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Marcel  Squirrels: Nana      

   Badgers:  Chloe   Foxes: Dilara  

   Hares:  Arnas   Rabbits: Myles     

   Kingfishers:  Athea  Robins: Hayley                                                   

   Eagles:  Kenna-Kah  Owls:  Zofia 

Cold Weather 

It has been bitterly cold this week and we still have children in school, without a coat. Your child will not be 
allowed outside in this freezing weather without a coat that they can zip up and we ask that children also have 
hats and gloves. 

 

Reception - September 2026 Applications  

Applications are now open for parents to apply for a Reception school place for the September 2026                     
academic year. 
 
The closing date for applications is 15 January 2026. 
 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions and by completing a Supplementary              
Information Form (available from the school office). 

All of the application information is available on the website above. 
  
 

Holy Cross finishes second... then gets the call for first!  

The girls and boys basketball team had an exciting day at the 
basketball school qualifiers last Friday! After playing their 
hearts out and scoring lots of goals, we achieved 2nd place! But 
then something surprising happened! Due to a drop out from 
another school, we have now been called back to the court to 
play in the  finals next week!  

The children have worked hard and are very excited. We wish 
them all the best of luck. Well done! 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions








 







Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Grasshoppers achieving 98% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2  
Attendance Award are Kingfishers, attaining 98% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be  authorised. Medical evidence can take the form 
of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 96% 

Ladybirds 97% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 97% 

Badgers 95% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 96% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 96% 

 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Hope 

   optimism, newness, resilience, perseverance 

‘’May He enlighten the eyes of your mind, so that you can see 
what hope His call holds for you’’ Ephesians 1: 3-6 

 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Ronan    Grasshoppers: Dredon-Reign                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Aminda     Squirrels:  Aiden                                            
  Badgers:  Keziah  Foxes:  Oluoma      
  Hares:  Luca   Rabbits:  Ava       
  Kingfishers:  Thabo  Robins:  Lucas       
  Eagles:  Jacob   Owls:   Dominik 

                  



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 23 November, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe: Luke 23:35-43  

"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  

This Sunday we celebrate the feast of Christ the King. Here, we stand at the foot of the cross where 

Jesus, our King, reigns - not with a golden crown, but with a crown of thorns. Unlike earthly rulers who 

value power and control, Jesus shows us that true kingship is found in service, mercy and solidarity. 

As Jesus hangs on the cross, mocked and humiliated, we see that he is not alone. Jesus is there with 

those who are broken, poor and forgotten. In this moment, he identifies with everyone who suffers             

injustice: those who are homeless, oppressed, migrants, those who struggle to make their voices heard. 

His kingdom is not about privilege but about lifting up those the world casts aside. 

One of the criminals beside him sees this and calls out, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom." And Jesus responds with mercy: "Today you will be with me in Paradise." 

This is the heart of Christ's kingship: a kingdom where no one is excluded, where dignity is restored, and 

where love triumphs over violence and fear. To celebrate Christ the King is to celebrate a different kind 

of kingdom - and to commit ourselves to his mission: to defend those who are poor, challenge injustice, 

and share hope where there is despair.  

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, 

you reign not with power but with love. 

Teach us to look for you in the faces 

of those who are poor or forgotten. 

Give us courage to speak for justice, 

compassion to serve others, 

and faith to trust in your kingdom of peace. 

Amen. 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

The poorest are not only objects of the Gospel. It is not a question of “bringing” God 
to them, but of encountering Him among them, Serving the poor is not a gesture to 
be made “from above,” but an encounter between equals, where Christ is revealed and 
adored. #JubileeOfThePoor #DilexiTe 











 

Golden Awards 

Dragonflies: Million, for trying hard during carpet time.  

Grasshoppers: Michael, for having a really positive attitude to learning. 

Hedgehogs:  Ilinca, for mastering column addition and not giving up! 

Squirrels:  Emily-Mia, for a great start in Squirrels class. 

Badgers:  Nathan, for recognising the qualities of a good friend. 

Foxes:  Salem, for excellent participation on the school trip.  

Hares:  Amara, for great participation in R.E. lessons. 

Rabbits:  Neave, for actively participating during lesson to challenge herself. 

Kingfishers:  Elsie, for her fantastic letter in R.E. this week - amazing work. 

Robins:  Isla, for her excellent descriptive writing about the war.  

Eagles:  Oliver, for his excellent persuasive letter in English.  

Owls:   Yannick, for excellent work with percentages in maths.                                                                                                                                                        

 

    

 

Menu week 2    Diary Dates      

Tuesday 25th November 

Year 1 reading zone -
09:00 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 Boosters 

Young Carers club 

 

Monday 24th November 

Foxes swimming 

* Drama club 

Art club 

Scrapbook club 

Lego club 

Coding club 

Mindfulness and Yoga club 

Board Games club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 6 Boosters 

Wednesday 26th November 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Year 1 reading zone - 2:45 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

 

Rose, Dennis, Nana,  

Tilly, Kayla & Tobi 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 27th November 

Year 1 reading zone - 09:00 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Cafod club 

Friday 28th November 

Non uniform day for          
items for the Christmas          
Extravagnaza 

Celebration assembly 2:15 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

 

* External club, fees apply 


