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5th December 2025 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Peace. Please reflect on this 
at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
We have been reflecting on the importance of Advent as season of preparation 
and this Advent we want to deepen and strengthen our close relationship with 
Jesus. We remember our school mission statement; ‘Jesus is the centre of our 
lives…’ and at this special time of year we follow in his footsteps and follow his 
example. At this busy time if we can take time to pray quietly He will be with us.  
There are lots of things happening in school over the next 2 weeks, giving          
everyone the opportunity to take a little time to stop and feel the presence of 
Jesus, through the beautiful readings and carols, that will presented by the      
children. I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of our families to attend 
our 2 Carol Concerts, presented by our Year 2 and Year 3 pupils (details below).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Nativity and Festival of Light 

We have had two wonderful celebrations this week to begin this special         
season of Advent. Our Reception and Year One children presented our          
Nativity play, ‘Christmas Counts’ with such enthusiasm and happiness it 
warmed all our hearts. Today we have had our Festival of Light, where 
the children have brought a Christingle to school to share at this       
special celebration. It was an emotional moment when all the candles 
were lit and we could take some time for quiet reflection. My sincere 
thanks to families for all the support with preparing the children for 
these. Also special thanks to Mrs Peters and all the staff involved in 
organising the Nativity and to Mrs Noonan and all of the Year 6 team 
for the Festival of Light. 

 



Carol Concerts 
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to all our families to attend our Carol Concerts. Year 
2 (supported by the Choir) will present their Carol concert at 6pm on Monday 15th December at 
6pm and Year 3 on Tuesday 16th December at 6pm. 

 
Christmas Extravaganza 
What a wonderful event we enjoyed this week on Thursday 
4th December. It was great to see everyone enjoying the 
festive atmosphere and the children excited by all of the 
Christmas activities. It was wonderful to welcome Santa 
and his 2 naughty elves! Thank you for coming along to         
support the event and for donations you’ve made as all of 
the proceeds will go into our PTA funds to buy ‘nice’ things 
for the children and the school that our normal budget 
can’t reach to. 
 
Very special thanks to Mrs Slater and Mrs Gallagher for all 
of their hard work planning organising and delivering the 
event and to teachers and staff who stayed to help on stalls. 

 
Parish Lunch 
We were delighted to host our VIP guests this week at our annual Christmas Parish Lunch. It was 
wonderful to see so many parishioners turn up and enjoy a delicious turkey dinner cooked by our 
kitchen team. Special thanks to Mrs Slater and Mrs Gallagher for all of their work planning,           
organising and delivering the event and to the Mini Vinnies who did a fantastic job serving our 
guests. 

 
Our Kitchen has 5 Stars! 
Our kitchen team work so hard all year round creating delicious meals for the      
children and staff. They work to the highest standards of food service and       
hygiene and this was borne out in a recent inspection from Environmental Health. 
The team were awarded 5 Stars which is the highest accolade-well done! 
 

Advent Week 2 
There are lots more things to come over the last 2 weeks of this term as we enter Advent Week 2. 
This week we will have the Panto and Christmas jumper day and the children will have Christmas    
dinner. It is so important that you keep checking the calendar for updates so that you know 
what is happening and your child doesn’t miss out. 
 
Christmas Jumper Day 
On Thursday we will have Christmas Jumper day. Children are to wear their school uniform with a 
Christmas jumper. We will be having a bucket collection for Save the Children, in the morning. 



Chaplaincy Club Letter from the Vatican 

The chaplaincy club received a very        
important letter, this week. It was a        
reply from Pope Leo’s office expressing 
gratitude for the letters and prayers they 
sent on Pope Leo’s appointment.  



The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

If we wish to build peace we must anchor ourselves to heaven and firmly set in that direction,    
let us love without being afraid of losing things which pass away and let us give without measure. 
#AspostolicJourney 

 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Simplicity 

   calm, uncomplicated, trust 

‘’And all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in Her heart.’’ Luke 2:18-19  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Ethan    Grasshoppers: Nate                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Bekah      Squirrels:  Nojus                                            
  Badgers:  Olivia   Foxes:  Gwenda      
  Hares:  Naomi  Rabbits:  Millie       

  

  

Holy Cross and Harlow Partnership Church Christmas Mass Services 

The Nativity of the Lord 

 Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

Venue Solem Vigil Mass Solem Night Mass Solem Day Mass 
 

Holy Cross 17:30 Children’s Mass 
22:00 Carols              
23:00 Mass 

 

11:00 
 

The Assumption of Our Lady 17:00 22:00 10:00 
 

Our Lady of Fatima 17:45 Children’s Mass 23:30 Polish 10:30 - 12:15 Polish 
 

Thomas More  22:30 08:30 



Holy Cross battle well in the rain! 

Our girls team led by Miss Cargill faced a tough test on Thursday as they travelled to face a good Hare 
Street side. The rain came down and the pitch was very muddy. We decided to play 11 a-side which meant 
everyone could play. Hare Street took the lead early on. We made some great tackles in midfield and were 
unlucky not to score when Diana broke through but saw her shot saved. Tawana made some important saves 
but Hare Street managed to score a few more goals before half time. In the second half we put in a much 
improved performance, moving the ball wide to Kodie and crossing into the box. We deserved at least two 
goals but we could not quite make it count when in good positions. Defensively, we were more solid as Kiera, 
Elizabeth, Amelia H and our captain Aoife became more confident as a unit. Our midfield of Summer, Blousey, 
Diana and Amelia OB were winning their tackles and moving the ball up the pitch quicker to our attackers  
Kodie and Keziah, who both nearly scored. Hare Street added two more goals in the second half to end up 
deserved winners. Thanks to them for hosting us. 

Well played girls! A good learning curve for us ahead of our Stacey Pardoe Cup match at home to St Nicks in 
January. 

 

Goalkeeping Masterclass Earns Holy Cross a Point 

Our school football team travelled to Water Lane Academy to play in the Harlow Champions League last   
Thursday. On a big pitch, we started quite well and took the lead through the impressive Caiden, who placed 
an unstoppable shot into the corner of the net. We were close to extending our lead when Caiden had another 
chance and his strike only just went over the bar. Water Lane then applied a lot of pressure and a mixture of 
some fine defending from Roman, Adam and our captain Jackson and great saves from our goalkeeper           
Hendrix preserved our lead. The first half was fairly even but Water Lane were definitely on top near the 
end of the half. Half time score - 1-0 to Holy Cross. 

In the second half, we found ourselves under pressure again. The midfielders Gracie, Jaxon, Lucas T,           
Sebastian and Lucas J worked tirelessly to win tackles and get us up the pitch. Strikers River, Vienna-Baye 
and Caiden were a real threat on the counter attack. Vienna almost made it 2-0 but was thwarted by a great 
save by the Water Lane keeper. After that, Water Lane dominated the last 15 minutes but Hendrix was 
simply sensational in goal, saving from close range with his legs and tipping volleys over the bar and around 
the post! Finally, with 5 minutes remaining, Water Lane equalised as their striker tried to shoot, his boot 
flew up in the air which wrong footed Hendrix and then he got the shot away which found the far corner. We 
battled well to see the game out. If we are honest, we were fortunate to come away with a point against a 
good side. Lots of positives with our skill and resilience and things to work on too. A thoroughly enjoyable 
morning of football. Mr Clarke and Miss Cargill don’t usually award a player of the match but today it was 
definitely Hendrix who must have made 10 fantastic saves! Well done everyone!  

Full time score – Water Lane 1 Holy Cross 1. 

Next, we face Freshwaters in another Champions League match when we host them on Thursday 11th         
December at the Harlow Bernabeu. 







Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance 
Award, Hedgehogs achieving 98% attendance. The winners of this 
week’s KS2 Attendance Award are Badgers, attaining a fantastic 
100% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   additional absence to be        
authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical                            
appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies 96% 

Ladybirds 90% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 92% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 88% 

Badgers 100% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 91% 

Kingfishers 95% 

Robins 95% 

Eagles 98% 

Owls 97% 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Kaleb   Squirrels: Zuriel      

   Badgers:  Chloe   Foxes: Alexandra  

   Hares:  Oba   Rabbits: Ava     

   Kingfishers:  Joel   Robins: Hayley                                                   

   Eagles:  Kenna-Kah  Owls:  Zofia 











 

Golden Awards 

Dragonflies: Isabella, for being a great helper.  

Grasshoppers: Dani, for always having such a positive attitude. 

Hedgehogs:  Micah, for excellent reading and trying his best in all subjects. 

Squirrels:  Lexi, for writing a lovely acrostic poem on winter. 

Badgers:  Arabella, for super writing. 

Foxes:  Kweku, for excellent support of his peers during our computing lessons.  

Hares:  Olivia, for having a great attitude in all lessons. 

Rabbits:  Georgie, for showing resilience and perseverance during lesson time. 

Kingfishers:  Bali, for her fantastic flashback story—well done Bali! 

Robins:  Amelia, for her excellent writing about David and Goliath.  

Eagles:  Parker, for an excellent piece of writing in English.  

Owls:   Emmanuella, for being conscientious in maths.                                                                                                                                                        

Midday:   Alice and Phoebe, for coming first in the skipping competition. 

   Luke, for being amazing at cricket. 

    

 

Menu week 2   Diary Dates      

Tuesday 9th December 

Reception reading zone       

09:00 am 

Reception & KS1           
Christmas lunch  

KS2 to bring in a packed 
lunch 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 Boosters 

Young Carers 
club 

 

Monday 8th December 

Foxes swimming 

* Drama club 

Art club 

Scrapbook club 

Lego club 

Coding club 

Mindfulness and Yoga club 

Board Games club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 6 Boosters 

Wednesday 10th December 

Whole school pantomime 

Rock Steady concert  2:00 pm 

Reception reading zone 2:45 pm 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

 

Nathan, Hanley, Evan, 

Kaci, Kenna-Kah, Andrada 

& Sarah 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely week-
end. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 11th December 

Christmas Jumper day 

Reception reading zone       

09:00 am 

KS2 Christmas lunch 

Reception & KS1 to bring a 
packed lunch 

* Football club          

Cafod club (lunchtime) 

 

Friday 12th December 

Celebration assembly 2:00 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

 

* External club, fees apply  


