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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Love. Please reflect on this at 
home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
We remember that Advent is time of preparation as we wait for Jesus. This is 
such a busy and stressful time of year and it is easy to become cross and              
impatient with others and to lose our way. It is important to take some time to 
stop in all of the pre-Christmas madness and to think about the beauty of all the 
decorations and special moments that are happening around us. This 3rd Sunday 
of Advent we light the pink candle which is the candle of JOY. We have had so 
much joy in school over these last few weeks as we have moved through Advent 
with Nativity plays last week and this week the wonderful Year 2 Carol Concert. 
We have also enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner. As we light this special candle 
I wish everyone in our Holy Cross family Joy and Love.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Year 2 and Year 3 Carol Concerts 

We will be treated to two traditional Carol Concerts next week and we are excited about both. On Monday 15th           
December at 6pm, Year 2 and the choir will present their carols and Nativity story. Then on Tuesday 16th               
December Year 3 will present their readings and Carols. If your child is taking part we ask that they be brought 
to school for 5:30pm. We hope that you will be able to come along and celebrate the joy of the Nativity with us; 
everyone is warmly invited. 

Last Day of Term  

Friday 19th December is our last day, before we break up for Christmas.  Please remember that we finish at 1:30 
pm and children need to be picked up then. There will be no after school club, that day. 



Giving Tree 
 
On behalf of everyone at Holy Cross we would like to thank parents and families who have donated 
so generously to our Giving Tree. Christmas is such an expensive time of year so it has been really 
heart-warming to see so much love and generosity.  Many of our families who are finding it hard to 
make ends meet, will now have a beautiful gift that they can share together. Not everyone is in a 
position to be able to donate something but we can all give the greatest gift of all to others; love 
and kindness wishing others peace and joy this Christmas time. 
 
 
 
Cold Weather 
 
There is a definite chill in the air! The children will still be going outside so it is very important that 
they have hats, scarfs and gloves so they can wrap up warm. Please label everything. 
 
 
Uniform 
 
I have noticed that lots of children are not wearing their school tie with one little girl firmly telling 
me that she doesnõt have to wear it if she doesnõt want to. All children MUST have a school tie and 
the correct winter uniform (unless agreed otherwise). It is part of our school identity and I request 
that all parents follow this please for their child. Also, a reminder that earrings are not part of our 
school uniform at Holy Cross and must not be worn to school. Clear plastic spacers, flat to the ear 
are acceptable but ALL jewellery (and spacers) must be removed for PE. 
 
 





The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

God desires us to assist in His saving work here on earth. In this Advent season, let us prepare 
our hearts not only to recognise the ways that God comes to meet us, but also the ways in which 
He asks us to participate in His life. 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Hope 

  optimism, newness, resilience, perseverance 

ôõMay He enlighten the eyes of your mind, so that you can see what hope His call holds for youõõ Ephesians 1: 3-6 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Luca    Grasshoppers: Adem                                                            
  Hedgehogs:   Eduard     Squirrels:  Stefan                                           
  Badgers:  Jacob   Foxes:  Alice       
  Hares:  Hermione  Rabbits:  Andreas      
  Kingfishers:  Athea  Robins:  Hannah      
  Eagles:  Erin   Owls:   Dylan 

  

  

Holy Cross and Harlow Partnership Church Christmas Mass Services 

The Nativity of the Lord 

 Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

Venue Solem Vigil Mass Solem Night Mass Solem Day Mass 
 

Holy Cross 17:30 Childrenõs Mass 
22:00 Carols              
23:00 Mass 

 

11:00 
 

The Assumption of Our Lady 17:00 22:00 10:00 
 

Our Lady of Fatima 17:45 Childrenõs Mass 23:30 Polish 10:30 - 12:15 Polish 
 

Thomas More  22:30 08:30 



Holy Cross impress in five goal thriller! 

We hosted Freshwaters in the Harlow Champions League on Thursday. The sun came out for a repeat of the 
Stacey Pardoe trophy final between two good sides. Filip captained the side for the first time which was fully 
deserved as he sets a great example. We took the lead through Kojo who placed a powerful shot towards goal. 
It took a slight deflection, wrong-footed the Freshwaters goalkeeper and found its way into the corner. 
Freshwaters responded superbly and equalised almost immediately with an excellent free kick into the top cor-
ner. They took the lead when a back-pass to Axel B unfortunately took a bobble and bounced into the net. We 
had a few great chances before half-time but the Freshwaters goalkeeper made some brilliant saves.  

Half-time score Holy Cross 1 Freshwaters 2 

In the second half, we started very strongly and attacked with pace. Hendrix levelled the game with a clever 
finish. Our team shape improved and we created quite a few chances. We also looked defensively solid. The 
green army were rewarded when Hendrix scored again with an even better finish, as he picked the ball up, 
dribbled past the defender and rifled the ball across the goalkeeper into the far corner of the net. After 
this, we were close to adding to our lead and had to defend a few set pieces.  

Final score - Holy Cross 3 Freshwaters 2 

An excellent result against a top side. Ideal preparation for the match vs St Nicks in January. 

Well done to the whole team for a determined performance and for securing an important three points. 

Player of the match - Hendrix. He was outstanding today, driving the team on, scoring two fine goals and he 
was very unlucky not to get his hat-trick. Terrific! Keep up the good work Hendrix. 

Goalkeepers - Axel B,  Archie 

Defenders -      Kojo, Parker, Eryk, Jack 

Midfielders -    Hendrix J, Diale, Tadhg, Jayden, Barry 

Strikers -            Axel O, Filip (captain) 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross battle well in the rain! 

Our girls team led by Miss Cargill faced a tough test on Thursday as they travelled to face a good Hare Street 
side. The rain came down and the pitch was very muddy. We decided to play 11 a-side which meant everyone 
could play. Hare Street took the lead early on. We made some great tackles in midfield and were unlucky not 
to score when Diana broke through but saw her shot saved. Tawana made some important saves but Hare 
Street managed to score a few more goals before half time. In the second half we put in a much improved per-
formance, moving the ball wide to Kodie and crossing into the box. We deserved at least two goals but we could 
not quite make it count when in good positions. Defensively, we were more solid as Kiera, Elizabeth, Amelia H 
and our captain Aoife became more confident as a unit. Our midfield of Summer, Blousey, Diana and Amelia OB 
were winning their tackles and moving the ball up the pitch quicker to our attackers Kodie and Keziah, who 
both nearly scored. Hare Street added two more goals in the second half to end up deserved winners. Thanks 
to them for hosting us. 

Well played girls! A good learning curve for us ahead of our Stacey Pardoe Cup match at home to St Nicks in 
January. 





Congratulations to this weekõs winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Grasshoppers achieving 96% attendance. The joint winners of this 
weekõs KS2 Attendance Award are Foxes, Rabbits and Kingfishers,       
attaining 97% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your childõs learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your childõs absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your childõs absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   additional absence to be        
authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical                            
appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies 94% 

Ladybirds 90% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 93% 

Squirrels 93% 

Badgers 92% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 94% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 95% 

Eagles 94% 

Owls 97% 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Holly   Squirrels: Tomas      

   Badgers:  Chloe   Foxes: Harley  

   Hares:  Amara  Rabbits: Flynn     

   Kingfishers:  Krzysztof   Robins: Lucas                                                   

   Eagles:  Kenna-Kah  Owls:  Dominik 




